KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Newspapers in Kansas City, Cape Girardeau and Park Hills topped the list of winners in the 2008 Missouri Associated Press Managing Editors writing and photo competition.

The winners were announced June 8, and their awards will be presented at the Missouri Press Association's annual convention in October. At that time, the Sweepstakes Award winner — chosen from all the first-place winners — will be announced.

The Kansas City Star and the Southeast Missourian of Cape Girardeau each won six first-place awards in their respective divisions, while the Park Hills Daily Journal won four first-place awards in its category.

Division I competition included AP member newspapers in cities with population of more than 50,000; Division II, for cities of population between 15,000 to 50,000, and Division III, for cities under 15,000 population. Judging was conducted by AP member newspapers in Tennessee.

___

Here is a list of winners:

Division I: News

Community Affairs

1st: The Kansas City Star, Jeffrey Spivak & Kevin Collison, "Downtown KC's Long Road Back"

2nd: The Kansas City Star, Mike McGraw, "Did Pressure Lead to Lies"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Christine Byers, "Invisible victims of meth"

Feature Writing

1st: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Stephen Deere & Doug Moore, "Behind the smile"

2nd: The Kansas City Star, Christine Vendel, "Murder's Big Month"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Michele Munz, "Caretakers. Lawbreakers."

Headline Writing

1st: St. Joseph News-Press, Kevin Krauskopf, "Left to die, she fought to live"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Alan Fredman, "Is cheese good for you?"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Fred Ortlip, "Health experts"

Spot News

1st: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Staff, "Farewell to the King"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Staff, "6 dead in shooting rampage"

3rd: The Kansas City Star, DeAnn Smith, Lynn Horsley & Dan Margolies, "Red Light or Green Light? The Funkhouser Settlement Saga"

Spot Sports

1st: The Kansas City Star, Joe Posnanski, "Getting blanked can feel empty"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Staff, "New face of the Rams"

3rd: Springfield News-Leader, Lyndal Scranton, Kyle Neddenriep & Pam Clark, "Hinson era over at MSU"

Sports Features

1st: The Kansas City Star, Kent Babb, "Broken promise"

2nd: The Kansas City Star, Joe Posnanski, "Stewart's mom said it best"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Dan O'Neil, "8-man football makes it to big stage"

Division I: Photos

Feature

1st: The Kansas City Star, Mike Ransdell, "Obama Fun"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Laurie Skrivan, "Greening of America"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, John L. White, "Bridal Fashion"

Sports

1st: The Kansas City Star, Rich Sugg, "KU Wins"

2nd: The Kansas City Star, David Eulitt, "Beijing Olympics Basketball Elbow" 

3rd: The Kansas City Star, Allison Long, "Big XII Women"

Spot News

1st: The Kansas City Star, Jill Toyoshiba, "Oil Fire"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, David Carson, "Drowning scene"

3rd: Columbia Daily Tribune, Julia Robinson, "Police ride along"

Graphics

1st: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Rich Rokicki, "Quake work along 40 still isn't finished"

2nd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Rich Rokicki & Cara DeMichele, "Anatomy of a rampage"

3rd: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, John Telford & Doug Wong, "Recession: yes or no?"

___

Division II: News

Community Affairs

1st: Joplin Globe, Melissa Dunson & Derek Spellman, "Teen drinking"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Bridget DiCosmo, "Joshua Kezer: The wrong man?"

3rd: Joplin Globe, Susan Redden, "Public Administrator investigation"

Feature Writing

1st: Joplin Globe, Scott Meeker, "Blind, but now he sees"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Lindy Bavolek, "Beyond the shadows"

3rd: Joplin Globe, Derek Spellman, "A widower's story"

Headline Writing

1st: Southeast Missourian, Editor, "Checks and negative balances"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Editor, "Outskirts of fashion"

3rd: Jefferson City News Tribune, Doug Waggoner, "Forced to punt"

Spot News

1st: Southeast Missourian, Rudi Keller & Peg McNichol, "Floods claim one life"

2nd: Joplin Globe, Staff, "Starting over"

3rd: Southeast Missourian, Rudi Keller, Lindy Bavolek, Peg McNichol, Brian Blackwell & Bridget DiCosmo, "Palin packs the house"

Spot Sports

1st: Southeast Missourian, Toby Carrig, "NCAA penalty erases 44 SEMO victories"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Toby Carrig & Marty Mishow, "Shake-up at SEMO"

3rd: Southeast Missourian, Kevin Winters Morriss, "Central selects Payne as new football coach"

Sports Features

1st: Southeast Missourian, Christopher Smith, "Kelly's No. 1 fan"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Kevin Winters Morriss, "Season with purpose"

3rd: Southeast Missourian, Toby Carrig, "A is for Amick, alma mater"

___

Division II: Photos

Feature

1st: Sedalia Democrat, Sydney Brink, "Intro to birds"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Elizabeth Dodd, "Pet Pals"

3rd: Southeast Missourian, Kit Doyle, "Hot Basketball"

Sports

1st: Southeast Missourian, Aaron Eisenhauer, "Rodeo"

2nd: Joplin Globe, T. Rob Brown, "Interception"

3rd: Southeast Missourian, Elizabeth Dodd, "Volleyball Celebration"

Spot News

1st: Southeast Missourian, Chuck Wu, "Main Street Shooting"

2nd: Southeast Missourian, Aaron Eisenhauer, "FedEx Rain Rescue"

3rd: Joplin Globe, Roger Nomer, "Breaking News Tornado Debris"

___

Division III - News

Community Affairs

1st: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Paula Barr, "Shattering the silence"

2nd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Renee Jean, "Stealing a child's smile"

3rd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Paula Barr, "Missouri Process series"

Feature Writing

1st: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Chris Cline, "The 'tornado kids' will be grand marshals"

2nd: Neosho Daily News, Wes Franklin, "Images of war"

3rd: The Lebanon Daily Record, Ken York, "A Christmas hug for Haley"

Headline Writing

1st: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Renee Jean, "Patience is the polish that make their furniture shine"

2nd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Renee Jean, "The ATM was empty except for a fish"

3rd: Neosho Daily News, Rick Rogers, "Devastation"

Spot News

1st: Neosho Daily News, John Ford, Wes Franklin & Todd G. Higdon, "Devastation"

2nd: The Lebanon Daily Record, Katie Hilton, "Chief, patrolmen resign for LPD"

3rd: Neosho Daily News, Todd G. Higdon, John Ford & Rick Rogers, "It was scary"

Spot Sports

1st: Neosho Daily News, Cody Thorn, "State wrestling"

2nd: Neosho Daily News, Cody Thorn, "District champs"

3rd: The Lebanon Daily Record, Isreal Potoczny, "Lebanon's Joe claims $100K prize"

Sports Features

1st: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Donna Hickman, "A home run for Challenger baseball"

2nd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Chris Cline, "A man, his father, a brother and a dog"

3rd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Paula Barr, "Any day is a good day for Firecracker Run"

___

Division III: Photo

Feature

1st: The Lebanon Daily Record, Brady Shoemaker, "The cross he bears"

2nd: Nevada Daily Mail, Ralph Pokorny, "Fire Dept Open House"

3rd: Nevada Daily Mail, Lynn Wade, "YMCA Pool"

Sports

1st: Nevada Daily Mail, Ralph Pokorny, "Nevada Griffons"

2nd: Neosho Daily News, Cody Thorn, "Jan. 6 basketball"

3rd: Neosho Daily News, Rick Rogers, "The Catch"

Spot News

1st: Neosho Daily News, Rick Rogers, "Tornado Hug"

2nd: Neosho Daily News, Cody Thorn, "Horse injured in tornado"

3rd: Daily Journal (Park Hills), Chris Cline, "Old Cadet Fire"
