Sunshine bill still alive;
legislator records exempt
Bipartisan support of idea ‘exciting’
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Ruestman, Ruzicka, Sander, Sater,
Schaaf, Schad, Scharnhorst, Schlottach,
Schoeller, Self, Smith (14), Smith (150),
Stevenson, Stream, Sutherland, Thomson, Tilley, Tracy, Viebrock, Wallace,
Wasson, Wells, Weter, Wilson (119),
Wilson (130), Wright, and Zerr. Also
voting in opposition to the amendment was Speaker of the House Ron
Richard.
Three legislators were absent for the
vote: Brown (50), Leara and Vogt.
Legislators gave several reasons for
opposing this amendment. One thought
was that if the bill had passed the House
and gone to the Senate with this amendment on it, it would have been “dead
on arrival,” so the vote was politically
expedient to keep the bill moving.
Rep. Parkinson commented on the
Post-Dispatch’s political blog that he
voted against it because he felt it would
have exposed to public scrutiny private,
personal communication directed to
him from constituents, without their
consent.
here remain, clearly, a lot of questions about the scope of such an
amendment and how it should be applied. But, bottom line, I do think it’s an
amendment that bears additional study
by state legislators, and I hope the day
comes when the legislature finds a way
to let sunshine into the operations of its
members.
In the meantime, I salute those
legislators who are comfortable taking
a position that the public’s business
should be done in the open. It’s exciting to know that this vote did receive
bipartisan support by a near majority of
our legislature.
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