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Ask what you can do for your association

“We give because someone gave to us. We give because nobody gave to us.
We give because giving has changed us. We give because giving could have changed us.
We have been better for it, We have been wounded by it-
Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet; Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails.
Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too,
But we read this book, anyway, over and again:
Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand; Mine to yours, yours to mine.”

business to be wonderful. We are

organizers of communities and
often the beating heart of a town,
county or region. We operate local
businesses that folks like to rally
around.

I opened with Rios’ poem, “When
Giving Is All We Have,” because it
reminds me of how much newspa-
pers give back to their communi-
ties and newspaper people to our
country. When I think of newspaper
people, I think of our upcoming con-
vention in Springfield in September
and how I look forward to showing
off my Downtown and my commu-
nity to you all.

Also, T am tickled to be hosting
the convention thrall in the Mother’s
Brewing Co. backyard for our annual
Thursday night outing. It promises
to be a big time and brave souls may
even choose to walk the 12 blocks,
straight west down Walnut Street,
from University Plaza. | am equally
proud of the renaissance that Down-
town Springfield has enjoyed since

I have always found the newspaper
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2004 when the last Missouri Press
Convention was in town. Downtown
has truly become the cultural capital
of Southwest Missouri. I hope you
can each find some time to enjoy our
many amenities.

This edition of the magazine is
chock full of information about the
convention: when and where and
what. Please take time to register
now; a form is on the back cover. It is
my hope to see you there.

All this thought of the annual
convention has sparked many good
memories for me: people I have met
over the years, mentors cultivated,
ideas expressed and suggestions
noted.

I know | have consumed more
than my fair share of the Missouri
Press Association Kool-Aid. | also
know that it has been a wonderful
association for me: personally and
professionally.

I lament the years I spent as pub-
lisher of a Missouri newspaper
thinking I did not have the time nor
money to participate in MPA activi-

DIRECTORS:

ties.

I was wrong. If you are a hold out,
then you likely are wrong too. Come
and see what we have to offer. Come
and commiserate with others just
like you. Come and learn a new trick
or share one of yours.

I firmly believe that we newspaper
people do much better when we stick
together and support our kind. I am
humbled when I think of the support
that | have received from this as-
sociation, and from the people who
make it possible. It makes me grate-
ful to be a newspaper person.

Itis one of the most beautiful com-
pensations of this life that no man
can sincerely try to help another
without helping himself.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Jeff Schrag,
The Daily Events,
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HNIVERSITY PLAZA HOTEL

333 S. John Q Hammons Parkway
Springfield, MO 65806

SEPTEMBER 28-30, 2017

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Noon | MPF Board Lunch Meeting

2PM | MPA/MPS Board Meeting

7-10PM | Mother’s Brewery with Twisted Mikes Food Truck

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

(Breakfast at hotel restaurant isincluded in sleeping room rate)
8AM-4:30PM | Trade Show / News Café / Better Newspaper Contest displaysin the hotel 1obby/registration area
8:30 AM | Welcome from a Springfield dignitary
General Session: Leading your Future Leaders, Chris Zervas. Strategizing and discuss hiring, assimilating and building
relationships with your future leaders.
9:45AM | Business Meeting
10AM | Breakout Sessions
* Building Next Generation Loyalty through Sustaining Innovation, Zach Ahrens of the Topeka Capital-Journal. The
Newspaper industry is experiencing tremendous disruption. But we also hold the vital components that will keep us relevant
and thriving into the future. This presentation will discuss audience engagement, attracting/retaining/reaching millennials
as employees and customers and innovative solutions that can be applied at the smallest weekly or the largest daily
newspaper.
* 13 “Wow”erful Communication Tips to Springboard your Sales and Leadership, Chris Zervas Are you looking to build long-
term relationships with your customers and avoid single transactions? Do you want to connect more with your team?
Come learn how to communicate powerfully and uncover tips to be relaxed before stressful meetings, learn the number one
question to ask in communication and discover skills to engage your audience.
11AM General Session: Three Surefire Revenue Ideas that Get Results, Zach Ahrens of Topeka Capital-Journal
11:45AM - 1PM | Luncheon Program
1PM | General session: Remarks from a statewide office holder
2PM | Public Notice Panel Discussion
3PM | General session: The rise of Regional Magazines Panel Discussion
John Fennell as Moderator, Panelists: Catherine Neville of Feast Magazine; Gary Whitaker of 417 Magazine; Missy Pinkel of
LO Profile; and Jennifer Hall of Tom Foolery and Josephine Magazines
5:30PM | Hall of Fame Reception
6:30PM | Hall of Fame Banquet and awards ceremony
Est. 8:30PM | Hospitality suite open

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

(Breakfast at hotel restaurant isincluded in sleeping room rate)

8:30-9:30AM | General Session: “Reporting by Storytelling” Jennifer Moore of Missouri State University

9AM | General Session: Taking Flight: Ethics, Liability and Best Practices of Drone Journalism, Prof. Leonard Horton of
Missouri State University and Jason Preston of 417 Drone Imaging

10:15AM | General Session: “Politics 101, the Insiders Game!”

11:45AM | Better Newspaper Contest Awards Lunch
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2017 P_rter Fisher
Golf Tournament

By Missouri Press Staff

Close to 30 people gathered Thurs-
day, June 15, at The Ridge in Lake
Ozark for the 32nd annual Porter Fish-
er Golf Classic, helping to raise $4,000
for the Missouri Press Foundation.

Included in this year’s tournament
was a longest drive contest sponsored
by Vernon Publishing. Steve Dillon and
Phyllis May were the respective win-
ners of the longest drive contest for
men and women.

May was also this year’s recipient of
the Porter Fisher tournament plaque.
Her name will be added to the traveling
trophy, and she will be able to put it on
display for the next year.

Rather than give the tournament tro-
phy out based on scores, the recipient
each year is chosen based on how well
they embody the spirit of camaraderie
and sportsmanship represented in the
tournament.

Continued on Page 5

Phyllis May reacts with surprise and incredulity to receiving this year’s Porter
Fisher Golf Classic plaque. May was chosen as she embodies the spirit of cama-
raderie and sportsmanship represented in the tournament. Staff photos

—

Mothers Lil’ Saints team members 'frevor, left, ad Dane Venon help

Kevin Jones into the team’s mascot for this year’s Porter Fisher Golf
Classic. ON THE COVER: The Saints’ pink flamingo mascot rode atop
Dane Vernon and Jeff Schrag’s golf cart between holes.

4
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John Spaar shows off his form in the tee box on
hole 6 during this year’s Porter Fisher Golf Classic
held Thursday, June 15, at The Ridge at Lodge of
the Four Seasons in Lake Ozark.
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Continued from Page 4: Porter Fisher Golf

For the record

Teams and scores

Richard King, Gary Moore, | 61
Tom Rost, Bill Sheals

Dan Dillon, Barb Dillon-Squires, | 65
Roger Dillon, Steve Dillon

Kris Bezenek, Melody Bezenek, | 69
Jack Jensen, Mark Maassen

Dave Berry, Rick Duncan, |69
Blanton Spaar, John Spaar

Kevin Jones, Jeff Schrag, 72
Dane Vernon, Trevor Vernon

Tricia Crews, Doug Crews, |73
Phyllis May, Joe May

Ron Wallace, Jeremy Patton, | 74
Mark Nienhueser, Mike Jensen

“I really want to thank all of the
golfers, volunteers and sponsors who
helped make this year’s tournament
possible,” Foundation Director Mel-
ody Bezenek said. “Despite the heat,
everyone had a really good time play-
ing a fun but challenging course.

“Also, I want to extend a very spe-
cial thank you to the Porter Fisher
Golf Committee members, including
Jim Sterling, Mark Nienhueser, Trev-
or Vernon, Doug Crews, and Phyllis
and Joe May, who without their sup-
port this tournament would not be
possible.”

Sponsors for this year’s tournament
also included Mizzou Athletics; Witt
Print Shop, which provided printing
of the hole sponsor signs; the Mis-
souri Propane Gas Association; and
Mother’s Brewery, which ensured
beer was available throughout the
day.

Money raised by the Foundation
is used to further its mission, which
includes providing education op-
portunities for member newspapers,
including training workshops with
industry experts, as well as scholar-
ships and recognizing outstanding
journalism.

Work on planning next year’s tour-
nament will begin soon. If you are in-
terested in volunteering, contact Be-

zenek at 573-449-4167, ext. 303.
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Clockwise from top: Steve Dillon places a marker on the green while brother Roger
Dillon lines up his putt. Joe May and Doug Crews wave hello as they continue on
to the next hole. Mike Jensen follows through with a putt while teammates Mark
Nienhueser, center, and Ron Wallace look on.

Thank you to our major tournament sponsors

2 Witt;

ATHLETICS PRENT SHO
PROUDLY
PROPANE
;E:.Eﬁﬂ?ﬂ CLEAN AMERICAN ERERGY
Thank you to our hole sponsors

Vicki Russell, James Mahlon White, Benton County Enterprise, Kevin Jones,
Doug and Tricia Crews, Sikeston Standard Democrat, Larry and Jean Snider,
Missouri Propane, Vernon Publishing, Tebanon Daily Record,

David Zimmerman, Steven and Laura White Erdel, Joe May, and Jim Sterling.

Thank you to our prize sponsors

Doug and Trida Crews, Kevin Jones, Dane Vernon, Mike Jensen, and Dave Berry
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2017 Hall of Fame inductees named
Honorees include a former Missouri Press president

By Missouri Press Staff

Four newspaper people, including
the former publisher of one of Mis-
souri’s longest family-owned dailies,
will be inducted in September into
Missouri Press Association’s News-
paper Hall of Fame.

The induction reception and ban-
quet are scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 29, during the 151st annual
MPA Convention at University Plaza
in downtown Springfield. This will
be the 277th group to be inducted into
the Newspaper Hall of Fame, which
was established by MPA in 1991.

This year’s inductees are the late
Kenneth G. Meuser, former pub-
lisher of the Monett Times; the late
Arthur Aull, former publisher of
the Lamar Democrat; Vicki Rus-
sell, past MPA president and former
publisher of the Columbia Daily Tri-
bune; and Bob Mitchell, former pub-
lisher of the Cassville Democrat.

Hall of Fame inductees or their
families receive Pinnacle Awards
in honor of the inductees’ service
to the Missouri newspaper industry
and their communities. Inductees’
plaques will join the permanent dis-
play of inductees in the MPA office in
Columbia and in the student lounge
in Lee Hills Hall at the Missouri
School of Journalism.

Meuser
believed in
the power
of the local

press to

make a
difference.

— Kenneth Meuser —

Kenneth Meuser ran the Monett
Times for 30 years, beginning in
1942, during which time he served
as a voice for the community, includ-

6

ing calling for economic develop-
ment and pushing for better schools,
streets and all things that make
a community good for the people
who live there. Meuser’s rural daily,
which already served two counties
and was located in the county seat
of neither, became something of an
oddity at the time he took over as he
dropped its affiliation with the Asso-
ciated Press and ran a totally local
newspaper.

Meuser also bucked hiring trends
of the time by hiring many women.
At the Times, Meuser was known as
an honorable man always striving
for excellence, truth and integrity in
all facets of the newspaper’s opera-
tion, from advertising to the news.
His exuberance for the life of the
daily newspaper business was con-
tagious, with his employees learning
that community involvement was
just as important to keeping a daily
newspaper running as anything else.

Even when Monett’s residents
could not be home to read the news-
paper, Meuser ensured they stayed
abreast of the day’s events by send-
ing air mail copies of the Times (for
free) to every local member of the
Armed Forces serving in Vietnam.
Even after his retirement, Meuser
remained a positive force for the
Monett community until his death
in February 2000, at the age of 90.

— Arthur Aull —

Arthur Aull edited and published
the Lamar Democrat from 1900 un-
til his death in 1948, captivating the
community with his all-the-news-is-
fit-to-print style of journalism. The
newspaper boasted a circulation of
4,000, substantially more than the
population of Lamar, with readers
in all 48 states, as well as in Eng-
land and Canada. Publishing a daily
newspaper in a town the size of La-
mar meant that Aull included vir-
tually every single happening, even
some items that would not be con-

Www.mopress.com

To Aull,
every event
in the
community
was
news to
SOMEONE.

sidered newsworthy or would be an
invasion of privacy by today’s stan-
dards.

Lamar was one of the nation’s
smallest towns to support a daily
newspaper (let alone two, with the
Lamar Republican being the other).
Aull was the Democrat's only re-
porter, writing an estimated 5,000
words per day and publishing some
14,000 issues. Featured in stories by
Publisher’'s Auxiliary, the Chicago
Daily News, Life, Time, American
Magazine and Harper’s, Aull was
praised and his reporting described
as “straight-forward,” “ripsnorting,”
and “ingenuous.”

With a keen interest in communi-
ty affairs, Aull supported numerous
projects he deemed worthy; served
two terms on the Lamar school
board; helped organize a chamber
of commerce; and considered pav-
ing Lamar’s massive square as his
greatest civic achievement. During
the Great Depression, he was ap-
pointed to the Barton County Relief
Committee that was charged with
relieving the stress and destitution
caused by unemployment.

After Aull’s death, his wife, Lu-
anna, became publisher and their
eldest daughter, Madeleine, became
editor. She managed to keep the
newspaper going in her father’s style
for another 24 years before selling
the Democrat to Missouri Secretary
of State James Kirkpatrick and his
son, Don Kirkpatrick.

Continued on Page 7
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Continued from Page 6: Plan to attend the Sept. 29 Hall of Fame induction

Russell has
spent a
lifetime

working in
and for

Missouri’s

newspapers.

— Vicki Russell —

Vicki Russell served as associ-
ate publisher and then publisher
of the Columbia Daily Tribune
from 1990 until the newspaper was
sold to GateHouse Media in 2016.
A Missouri School of Journalism
graduate, she worked as an assis-
tant instructor at the J-school from
1974-76 and from 1976-77 she was
an information specialist and ag ed-
itor for MU’s College of Agriculture
and Extension Divison.

In 1977, Russell became publisher
of The Fulton Sun, where she re-
mained until 1989. In 1990, she
became associate editor of the Tri-
bune, while Hank Waters III served
as publisher (the two would later
marry in 1994). In 2010, she took
over as publisher of the Tribune and
when the Tribune was sold in 2016,
the newspaper had been owned and
operated by the Waters family for
115 years.

In the community, Russell has
been involved heavily in areas of
commerce and education, includ-
ing serving on the boards of the
Columbia Chamber of Commerce,
the Boone County Agricultural and
Mechanical Society (the local fair
board), Stephens College and the
Arrow Rock Lyceum Theatre.

Her career accomplishments in-
clude serving as a member of the
MPA Board of Directors from 2002
until her presidency in 2009; and
as founding president of the Mis-
souri Society of Newspaper Editors
in 1990-91. She is currently the Mis-
souri Press Foundation Board presi-
dent, a position she has held for
three years.
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— Bob Mitchell —

Bob Mitchell is the former editor
and publisher of the Cassville Demo-
crat, starting as editor in the early
1950s, and the last in a long line of
family owners for the weekly news-
paper started in 1871. Even though
Mitchell sold the Democrat in 1995,
he remains actively involved, writ-
ing a weekly column, which is always
widely read by the community.

At the time he was starting out,
Mitchell’s Democrat was in a cross-
town war with the Cassville Republi-
can, arivalry that would continue un-
til the Republican closed its doors in
1984. Many consider Mitchell’s great
work at the Democrat as a testament
to why the formerly-Democratic (now
non-partisan) Democrat was able to
beat out the Republican in a part of
the state that leans heavily to the po-
litical right.

Considered to be the consummate
weekly newspaper publisher, Mitch-

Mitchell’s
support
of the
community
continues
even into
retirement.

ell kept abreast of industry changes,
such as making the switch to offset
printing in the 1960s, as new process-
es became more widely adopted. He
was also active in the Cassville com-
munity, including serving as chair-
man of the Industrial Development
Corporation for 16 years when two
major employers came to town.

Most recently for Mitchell, an April
2017 ceremony saw him inducted into
the Regional Media Hall of Fame at
Missouri Southern State University
in Joplin.

Four to join Photojournalism Hall of Fame

By Missouri Press Staff

The Missouri Photojournalism Hall
of Fame will host its 13th Annual In-
duction Ceremony on Thursday, Oct.
19, on the University of Missouri
campus in Columbia.

Inductees for Photojournalism Hall
of Fame’s 2017 class include: Wilson
Hicks, The Kansas City Star; Garland
D. Fronabarger, Southeast Missouri-

an; Art Philips, UPI; and Rita Reed,
University of Missouri photojournal-
ism retired faculty.

The induction ceremony is free to at-
tend. For more information about the
Photojournalism Hall of Fame, visit
www.photojournalismhalloffame.org.

For nomination or donation infor-
mation, contact Melody Bezenek at

573-449-4167, ext. 303.
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You are invited to join the Missouri Press Foundation
for a night of baseball in a private party suite at
Busch Stadium.

Cardinals vs. Royals

Busch Stadium Private Party Suite
Thursday, August 10
Game Time 6:15 p.m.

$199 donation per person

Unlimited buffet with Hunter hotdogs, brats, BBQ beef,
baked Italian chicken, pasta salad, nachos and cheese,
mixed greens salad, cookies and brownies.
In-suite bartender to serve Budweiser
and Coca-Cola products.

d ’ . . e : : Missouri Press
Thanks to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the Foundation is able to Foundation
offer a limited number of passes as a fundraiser for the Foundation. %mm PR .. my
This is a first-come, first-served opportunity. X _

o

Contact Melody at mbezenek@socket.net or 573-449-4167 to QST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

reserve your spots today!
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OBITUARIES

Olathe, Kan.

Claire Cox

Claire Gentry Weaver Cox, 89, a
longtime resident of Rock Port, died
May 27, 2017, at the Santa Marta re-
tirement community. Co-owner of the
Atchison County Mail with her hus-
band John Henry, she was an active
member of both the Missouri Press
Association and Northwest Missouri
Press Association. She participated
in Missouri Press Study Missions
and National Press Association trips
to Europe and South America, dur-

ing which she wrote detailed travel
logs published in the Mail. While also
teaching physical education at Rock
Port schools, she served the commu-
nity for many years, including on the
Rock Port Community Betterment
Organization. In addition to her hus-
band, she is survived by her children,
John Charles, Claire Frances and
James Michael; along with five grand-
children; and many other family and
friends.

Charleston

Richard Scheffer

Richard M. Scheffer, 53, co-publisher
and editor of the Mississippi County
Times, died April 9, at St. Francis Med-
ical Center in Cape Girardeau. He was a
lifelong resident of Mississippi County,
except to attend Southern Illinois Uni-

versity in Carbondale to earn degrees
in English and journalism. In addition
to his wife, Bonnie, he is survived by
two special nieces he helped raise, Jan-
ica and Jamie; as well as many other
family and friends.

Kansas City
Tom Eblen

Tom Eblen, 80, a former longtime
Kansas City Star editor and University
of Kansas journal-
ism educator, died
June 10, 2017, follow-
ing a lengthy illness.
Eblen graduated
from the University
of Missouri, where
he worked at the Co-
lumbia Missourian,
and following which he worked for the
Amarillo Daily News before arriving at
The Star. In Kansas City, he started as a
reporter and worked up to copy editor,
city editor and finally managing editor,
before moving on to serve as the gen-
eral manager of the Fort Scott Tribune.
He then spent 15 years as the general
manager and news adviser for The Uni-
versity Daily Kansas, KU’s student
newspaper. After retiring from KU, he
served part-time as a news consultant
for the Kansas Press Association, con-
ducting training seminars. In addition
to his wife, Jean, he is survived by two
children, Courtney and Matt.

Southeast Missouri

Annual Meeting July 13, 2017
Networking, Registration Starts at 2 p.m.

Press Association

University Center
Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau

2p.m.
215 pm.
230 pm.
dpm.
345 pm.

Registration and networking

Postal and circulation workshop

Business meefing, introductions and announcements
Public Notice Session by MPA Director Mark Maassen
Join weekly and daily editors for a News Workshop

4:30 p.m. Using Facebook to boost business

bpm

Media

Cookie Break
5:15 pm. Load bus for tour of Southeast’s Rust Center for

6:30 p.m. Bus returns, meeting adjourned

Aftendance is free to SEMO Press members. SEMO Press membership is $100 per newspapet.

Please send dues with this form to Michelle Friednch, Treasurer
Daily American Republic « 208 Poplar Street « P.O. Box 7 « Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 = 573-785-1414 « Fax 573-785-2706

Newspaper:

Contact Name

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Email Address:

Phone:

Meeting Attendee(s):
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ON THE MOVE

e Branson — Keith Hansen has been
named publisher of the Branson Tri-
Lakes News, replacing outgoing pub-
lisher Michael Schuver. Hansen was
introduced to the newspaper’s staff
in early June, and Branson marks
the continuation of a long career in
newspapers in which Hansen has
been owner, publisher and editor. It
was announced earlier this year that
Schuver would be leaving the Tri-
Lakes News due to a family health-
related resignation.

e Park Hills — Eugene Jackson, for-
merly publisher of the Daily Journal,
has been named regional publisher of
the Casper Star-Tribune in Wyoming
and the Rapid City Journal in South

Dakota. Jackson was also publisher of
the Farmington Press and Democrat.

e Buffalo — Penny Warner recently
joined the staff of the Buffalo Reﬂex
as a general assign- : -

ment and feature |
writer. She came
from Tipton and
Windsor newspa-
pers working as |
general assignment |
reporter and pho-
tographer. Before
that she worked as an editor, feature
writer and photographer for the River
Valley & Ozark Edition, which is a
promotional section of the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette in Little Rock.

e Columbia - Charles Westmore-
land has replaced as Jim Robertson
as the first new
managing editor of
the Columbia Daily
Tribune in almost
30 years. Westmo-
reland began work-
ing for Tribune in
late June, previous-
ly working for the
Alaska State Legislature as manager
of information technology and tele-
conferencing. He previously worked
as managing editor of the Juneau,
Ala. Empire, and at the Capital City
Weekly, also in Juneau. Westmore-
land joins Publisher Rustan Burton,
who also previously worked at the
Empire, in leading the Tribune under
the new ownership of GateHouse Me-
dia after more than 100 years of own-
ership by the Waters family.

Savannah hosts 127th Northwest Press meeting

Submitted to Missouri Press

The 127th annual meeting of the
Northwest Missouri Press Association
on June 8 featured the presentation of
three awards for service to journalism
and the state.

Richard Fordyce of Bethany re-
ceived the James C. Kirkpatrick Award
for statewide service. Fordyce recently
completed three years as director of
the Missouri Department of Agricul-
ture. He was cited for supporting open
government and being accessible to
reporters to discuss agricultural is-
sues.

Guy Speckman, columnist and co-
owner of The Savannah Reporter, re-
ceived the Merrill Chilcote Award for
service to journalism in the region.
Speckman’s long-running column,
“Ponder the Thought” — folksy, in-
tensely local, at times questioning of
government actions — was praised for
engaging and informing the newspa-
per’s readers about community affairs.

Melody Bezenek, director of the
Missouri Press Foundation, received
the Craig Watkins Friend of North-
west Press Award. Bezenek joined the
foundation as its first full-time direc-
tor in 2014. She was recognized as

10

instrumental in helping the regional
press group through a leadership tran-
sition and supporting members in or-
ganizing their annual meetings.

The gathering at the Andrew County
Museum in Savannah drew about 25
editors, publishers and advertising
managers, members of the Missouri

Guy Speckman, left, receives the 2017
Merrill Chilcote Award for service to
journalism during the Northwest Press
Association’s annual meeting held June
8 in Savannah. Speckman is co-owner
of The Savannah Reporter and writes a
long-running column for the newspa-
per. Dennis Ellsworth of the St. Joseph
News-Press presented the award.

www.mopress.com

Press Association staff and several ex-
perts invited to discuss efforts under
way to foster regional vitality and eco-
nomic growth important to the suc-
cess of newspapers.

Leslie Speckman, editor of The Sa-
vannah Reporter, hosted and presided
at this year’s meeting as president.

Richard Fordyce receives this year’s
James C. Kirkpatrick Award for state-
wide service. Presenting the award
is Kathy Conger of the Bethany Re-
publican-Clipper. Fordyce recently
completed three years as director of
the Missouri Department of Agriculture
and was known for being accessible to
reporters. (Staff photos/Melody Bezenek)
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Teacher, colleague and friend

Newspapers’ Jim Sterling retires from University of Missouri

By Matthew Barba
Missouri Press News

More than 50 years ago, Jim
Sterling started on a path in Mis-
souri newspapers that would
see him working in every
single aspect of the industry
before retiring as a profes-
sor in the Missouri School |
of Journalism, the very
place his journey began.

Each person reading
this will know of
Sterling a little bit
differently, a testa-
ment to his longev-
ity in the industry
but also a callback
to those different
jobs he has per-
formed in the ser-
vice of Missouri

Jim Sterling on his way to work in the

Sterling served as MPA’s ad-
vertising director before Ed
Steele was hired for the po-
sition. In 1967, he was hired
by Wayne Freeman as
the ad manager for the
Franklin County Tri-
bune in Union.
Meanwhile,
Sterling recalled
getting a call from
his dad that the
hometown news-
paper was for sale.
Ralph Stufflebam
had merged his
own Herald with
the Free Press and
the Polk County
Times, a weekly
free shopper that

newspapers.
As a student at
the University of

Missouri Press Association offices
while he served as the advertising di-
rector. Sterling would later go on to
serve as president of the Association
in 1985. (Submitted)

was  eventually
killed off.
“Ralph

Stufflebam asked

Missouri, Sterling
started his career
thanks in part to his roommate at the
time: John Fisher, son of Porter and
Sally Fisher, who were the publish-
ers in New London. While he did not
have the advantage of a newspaper-
family background (his dad owned a
print shop in hometown Bolivar), he
benefited from getting early experi-
ence working in the Missouri Press
Association offices, which used to be
located on the MU campus.

“I've never been someone who has
had friends who were all my age,”
Sterling said. “I remember going to
the [Bill and Jo Anne] Brays, and it
was this standing invitation that if
you were in Columbia for a Tigers
game, you went to their house, so it
was this who’s who of MPA history.

“Looking at the pictures of past
presidents, I probably knew all of
them going back to the ’30s, because
that’s how the organization was at the
time,” he said.

For a brief period in the mid-1960s,
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me what | thought

of the name, and
I suggested we switch it to the Her-
ald-Free Press to sound more like
a newspaper,” Sterling said. “When
you see newspapers with ‘Herald’ in
the name, it almost always comes
first, but Ralph
had done it the
other way around
to appease the Re-
publicans because
he had owned the
Democratic news-
paper in town.”

In November
1967, Sterling was
named general
manager of his
hometown news-
paper. In March
of 1968, Jac and
Rheba  Zimmer-
man, who would
prove to be long-

Jim Strling an wife Nan

purchased the Bolivar Free Press-
Herald from the Stufflebams.

In 1972, Zimmerman named Ster-
ling associate publisher of the Bolivar
newspaper. In October 1979, at the
time of Zimmerman’s death, Ster-
ling bought the BHFP and the Cedar
County Republican from the family.
Earlier that same year, Sterling pur-
chased the Buffalo Reflex.

“It took me a long time to figure
this out, but there is a glorious side
to newspapers where you do all the
good you can for your community and
I didn’t want to fail my home town,”
Sterling said. “But it’s still a business.
It’s a business you can have a lot of fun
in, but it’s a business and you have to
figure out ways to make money.”

By the 1990s, Sterling said, figur-
ing out ways to make money was a
lot easier because newspapers still
enjoyed some of their highest circula-
tion numbers.

“None of us expected the internet to
come along and change everything,”
Sterling said. “I thought the same
as just about every other newspaper
publisher in the '90s, because things
were going great and we always
thought they would.”

Continued on Page 12

cy smile during one of the many

time friends and
business partners,

Missouri Press events they have attended together. The two
met when he went to Columbia to teach at the University
of Missouri. (Submitted)
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SCRAPBOOK

eLiberal—TheLiberal News returned
to publishing in May, following a sus-
pension of printing that ownership
took when publisher Darvin Weaver
broke his right leg. Weaver does most
of the newspaper’s production work,
along with running the press, and was
unable to have someone take his place
producing the newspaper while he
recovered. All present subscribers of
the News will have their subscription
extended for the number of weeks the
paper was not published.

e Sedalia — Phillips Media Group
closed in June on the purchase of the
Sedalia Democrat from Civitas Me-
dia. The Democrat, which was begun
as a weekly in 1868 and began daily
publication in 1871, joins PMG’s other

publications in Missouri, including
newspapers in Bolivar, Buffalo, Stock-
ton, Ozark and West Plains. Based in
Harrison, Ark., PMG also operates two
newspapers in Arkansas.

e Caruthersville — In Pemiscot
County, the Democrat-Argus merged
with The Steele Enterprise to form the
new Pemiscot Press. Offices for both
former newspapers were expected to
remain open as part of the merger with
staff at each continuing in their respec-
tive communities. The Pemiscot Press
is a publication of Rust Communica-
tions.

e St. Louis — Ed Finkelstein, pub-
lisher of the St. Louis and Southern
Illinois Labor Tribune, was recently

honored with the Hershel Walker
Peace and Justice Award. The award
is presented for activism in the Labor
movement and to those who work to
create a “more just and equitable soci-
ety.” Finkelstein has been with the La-
bor Tribune since the early 1970s, and
the newspaper is celebrating its 8oth
anniversary this year.

e Columbia — In May, the Columbia
Daily Tribune debuted the newspa-
per’s new editorial board as the voice
of the newspaper. Previously, former
publisher Hank Waters wrote daily ed-
itorials for the Tribune’s opinion pages.
While Waters continues to write a col-
umn at least three times a week for the
newspaper, the editorial board’s opin-
ions are derived from the newspaper’s
“top editors and the publisher.” The
board’s mission is provoke discussion
and shine a light on the happenings
within the mid-Missouri community.

Continued from Page 11: Newspapers gave Sterling unique opportunities

Reading the news on the internet
started as a novelty, Sterling said,
but eventually people realized it was
a viable distribution method. Unfor-
tunately, a number of outlets had es-
tablished an online model of giving
away their news for free.

And while the widespread adop-
tion of internet sites and services
has changed how people get their
news, there has been another funda-
mental transformation of the indus-
try that Sterling has witnessed.

“When I started, most newspapers
had local ownership. They might
own one or two newspapers, and
that was it,” Sterling said. “It’s not
like today where we have these huge
chains of corporate ownership.”

Eventually, Sterling would sell his
ownership of the Bolivar, Stockton
and Buffalo newspapers to an Ar-
kansas company, Community Pub-
lishers, Inc., which owned them
and others around Springfield until
2015, when they were sold to Phil-
lips Media Group.

No matter what changes he has
witnessed and how people get their
news delivered, Sterling said the core
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tenants of journalism are still key to
the important work that newspa-
pers do in communities throughout
the world every day. Those tenants,
espoused in The Journalist’s Creed,
were part of what prompted him to
apply for a new chair, funded in part
by Missouri Press members, at the
School of Journalism.

“I just love newspapers: loved to
write; loved sports; loved to sell
ads; to design ads,” he said. “When I
came to work at the Missouri School
of Journalism, the state’s school of
journalism, | wanted to instill that
love in the students.

“I wanted to teach it like I learned
it.”

Of course, Sterling received some
help in his endeavors from the state’s
myriad publishers and editors,
many of whom hosted his students
at their newspapers (and sometimes
in their homes) for annual field trips.
Organizing those trips and learn-
ing about each student’s experience
proved to be one of his favorite parts
of the job.

“I always appreciated the way peo-
ple helped me with it,” he said. “The

Www.mopress.com

students that got into it and wanted
to go, they came away with a real ap-
preciation for newspapers. We had
over 60 newspapers in Missouri
host students over the past 17 years.
Another 20 students or more visited
newspapers outside Missouri.”

While Sterling has amassed a col-
lection of awards and honors during
his career in the industry, including
three consecutive Gold Cups Awards
at the BHFP; serving as MPA presi-
dent in 1985; being inducted into the
MPA Hall of Fame in 2003; and an
extended tenure on the University of
Missouri Board of Curators, it was
the people he met during his career
that have affected him the most.

“I met a lot of great people, a lot of
really great people, I wouldn’t have
had the chance to if not for news-
papers,” Sterling said. “Newspapers
gave me the opportunity to meet a lot
of people beyond newspapers that I
don’t think would have been possible
for me without newspapers.”

Visit Missouri Press Association’s
website, mopress.com, to read a
special column by Jim Sterling on
the “Golden Age” of newspapers.
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Sources and resources for Missouri newspapers
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Every Business Needs M
an Online Presence.
Contact Mark Nienhueser The Missouri Bar

at Missouri Press.
mdnienhueser@socket.net
573-449-4167

Jefferson City » 573-635-4128
Find us on Twitter @mobarnews,
on Facebook.com/MissouriBar

For information about
agriculture or issues
affecting rural Missouri,
call 573-893-1468.
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Missouri State Medical Association

For all things medical in Missouri,
turn to the experts at the

Missouri State Medical Association.
Lizabeth Fleenor
800-869-6762 + lfleenor@msma.org
www.msma.org

NEWSPAPERS

SUBSCRIBER CARE DELIVERY MANAGEMENT BUSINESS REPORTING

CIRCULATION
SOFTWARE #22

Interlink

888-473-3103
sales@ilsw.com
www.ilsw.com

Make Sales
Soar Like Magic

Improve your close ratios to
70% or more with the New MIAD

WIZARD!

It's a fact that spec ads help
close more sales— and yet
spec ads are used less than
20% of the time. Now, with

|

the real-world magic of MiAD®
Wizard, personalizing and
presenting spec ads for EVERY
prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!

No training.
No time wasted.
No more tough sells.

M=TRO.

CREATE. SELL. PROFIT.

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

800.223.1600

service@metro-email.com
www.metrocreativeconnection.com
miadwizard.com
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Renowned Adobe expert Russell Viers was the guest speaker at this year’s
Show-Me Press Association meeting. Among the riveting topics Viers covered for
the approximately two dozen attendees were uses for Adobe lllustrator (there’s
a bunch, just ask Russell) and the undervalued but extremely valuable Adobe
Bridge. He also talked about how the Adobe suite programs work in conjunction

with each other. (Staff photo)

Show-Me Press meets in Lake Ozark

By Missouri Press Staff

More than 20 members of Show-Me
Press Association attended this year’s
annual meeting at Lodge of Four Sea-
sons in Lake Ozark.

Adobe training expert Russell Viers
was this year’s guest speaker. He pre-
sented on topics related to the Adobe

software suite, including how Bridge
can make managing assets within the
creative suite easier.

Viers also provided a bunch of handy
tips on how to use Adobe Illustrator,
including ways to make building spec
ads faster and easier, and manipulating
fonts to create new looks for clients.

Missouri Press Foundation

\\

These individuals and/or organizations made recent contributions to Missouri
Press Foundation.
Society of 1867
Phil and Kathy Conger, Linda Geist, Charles Haney,
Brent and Sue Gierke

Photojournalism Hall of Fame
City of Columbia Convention and Visitors Bureau,
Miller’s Professional Imaging, Richard Miller

Cardinals Vs. Royals Baseball Game Fundraiser
Gallagher Consultants, Heath Clarkston, Sean Roberts, Chloe Roberts

F g \
F i 3

‘Upcoming

Webinars

PubAux Live! Cyber Attack!
Thursday, July 6
Presenters

Steve Wyss, Affinity Group Underwriters
www.regonline.com/nnacybersecurity

Data Viz: Unsing Info.gram,
Piktochart, Google Fusion,
Plot.ly, Graphiq
Thursday, July 20
Presenters
Genette Brookshire, Stockton (CA) Record

Tim Schmitt, GateHouse Media
www.onlinemediacampus.com

Effective Prospecting: Five
steps to more conversions
Friday, July 28
Presenters

Mike Centorani, Sales Transformation Now, Inc.
www.onlinemediacampus.com

Miss one of Online Media
Campus’s great webinars?
Don’t worry ...

You can view past webinars at
onlinemediacampus.com!

Register at
onlinemediacampus.com

High-quality, low-cost web conferences
that help media professionals develop
new job skills without leaving their offices.

Always here to help
with your telecom and
technology stories.

72 Socket

#  VOICE = DATA = INTERNET
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Part-time NIE director hired

By Missouri Press Staff

During its June meeting at Lake
Ozark, the Missouri Press Foundation
approved hiring Helen Headrick as a
new part-time Newspapers in Educa-
tion director.

Headrick replaces Dawn
Kitchell as Missouri Press’ NIE
director and will work with
member newspapers to coor-
dinate features and stories.

With a background in edu-
cation, Headrick said newspa-
pers had an important role in
her curriculum for gifted stu-
dents.

“T've been involved with education
most of my adult life. In my childhood
too! We played school a lot and I may
not have been the oldest sibling but I
was always the teacher” Headrick said.
“I taught for many years in a St. Louis-
area Archdiocesan school. | wore a lot
of hats; gifted teacher, technology and
science fair coordinator. Newspapers
in Education was a key part of my cur-
riculum, as the gifted teacher.”

She also worked as the education
manager for a small television station

Helen Headrick

in St. Louis for more than 10 years.
During her time there, one of the pre-
mier programs she worked on was a
distance learning show, which was
both a television program and a virtual
fieldtrip.

“I got behind the camera, in
front of it and developed con-
tent,” Headrick said.

Recently, she retired from
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as
the Newspapers in Education
manager.

“Combining my love of edu-
cation and newspapers put a
smile on my face every day,”
Headrick said. “Education is in my
blood and I cant wait to share with
each of you!”

Headrick said the NIE plan for this
school year is to begin updating con-
tent presently available, as well as pro-
viding several new pieces. Read Across
America will be ready in January and
features a popular polar bear, who cur-
rently resides at the St. Louis Zoo.

For more information about NIE
content, features and ideas, contact
Headrick at hheadrick@socket.net

CALENDAR

2017
July
13 — Southeast Missouri Press
Association Annual Meeting

August
4 — Qzark Press Association Annual
Meeting, Springfield

10 — MPF Baseball Fundraiser, St. Louis

September
28-30 — MPAs 151st Annual
Convention and Trade Show, University
Plaza, Springfield

October
5-7 — National Newspaper Association
Annual Convention, Tulsa

19 — Photojournalism Hall of Fame,
Reynolds Journalism Institute, Columbia

2017 Ozark Press Association Meeting

Friday, August 4th, 2017 |10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Springfield Botanical Gardens | 2400 S. Scenic Avenue | Springfield, MO
Reg. Deadline July 26 | $25/per attendee or $99/per Company, unlimited attendance

10 a.m.-Noon Speaker Russell Viers | Tell us what you want to hear from Russell!!!
If}‘OH didn’t (.‘I'h‘f:‘(ld}' krow, Russell Viers is an Adobe Certified Instructor in InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator. He is a highly sought-after

technical speaker/trainer worldwide, due to his extensive knowledge and entertaining style. His methods for modemn PDF creation. editing and output have
streamlined production for many in the industry. He helps publishers automate workflows. save time and cut overhead.

Russell would like to know what you want to learn from him! Email kwilliams@socket.net and let MPA
know and we’ll let vou know the exact topic(s) he will cover soon!!!

Noon: Lunch
1-2 p.m. Speaker Russell Viers

7:10 p.m. Springfield Cardinals Game $16* | Limited Tickets Available at Missouri Press Rate
Call Jake Buckner (417) 832-3042 with Springfield Cardinals by July 21 to reserve tickets

*Tickets are for patio group seating and come with a free souvenir and Missouri Press Foundation will host snacks. Tickets will be mailed.

Company: Email Address: Phone
Name(s) of Attendee(s):
Pavment Information

[] Check Included [] Credit Card | Total attending: $25/attendee OR $99 per company with unlimited attendees

Total amount $ Card Number

Exp. Date:

Name on Card:

Signature:
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2017 Outstanding Young Journalists named

By Missouri Press Staff

Two newspaper journalists — one
from the Monett Times and Cassville
Democrat, and another from The Sa-
lem News -- have been selected to re-
ceive the 2017 William E. James/Mis-
souri Outstanding Young Journalist
awards from the Missouri Press As-
sociation.

Jeff Schrag, president of MPA, an-
nounced Kyle Troutman of Monett
and Andrew Sheeley of Salem, will
receive their awards on Sept. 30, in
Springfield during MPA’s 151st an-
nual convention awards luncheon.

“This is the ninth year for these
awards,” said Schrag, publisher of
the Springfield Daily Events. “And,
this is the fifth year the awards are
named in honor of our colleague, the
late William E. James. The Missouri
Press Association congratulates Kyle
and Andrew for their excellent news
reporting and editing skills in their
communities.”

Kyle Troutman has worked for the
Cassville Democrat since 2014, cur-
rently serving as editor of
both the Democrat and daily

sister publication, the Monett -

Times. He became editor of
the Times in July 2014 and
has managed both publica-
tions since. Troutman’s ef-
fect on the two publications
has been proven in the three
years he has been in south-
west Missouri just in the
number of page views their websites
have experienced: after his first year,
online readership increased by 36
percent, and it went up another 23
percent in 2015, according to Pub-
lisher Jacob Brower.

Brower said the Cassville Demo-
crat’s page views hit their highest yet
with a total of 655,155 in 2016, an 87
percent increase from when Trout-
man started at the newspaper. The in-
crease in internet traffic, Brower said,
is attributable to Troutman’s redesign
of the website, use of social media and
posting of breaking news at any time.

“Kyle’s success in his three years in
Missouri, coupled with the growing
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Kyle Troutman

success of the Cassville Democrat
and The Monett Times publications,
is a testament to his dedication, work
ethic and passion to bring local news
and sports to a county of 35,000 resi-
dents and beyond,” Brower said.
Representing the state’s weekly
newspapers, Andrew Sheeley has
worked for The Salem News
since December 2014. A
graduate of Salem High
School, Sheeley came back to
his hometown after receiving
an undergraduate degree in
history from the University of
Missouri and graduate work
in community development

at Washington University, St. Andrew Sheeley

Louis.

Always a fan of writing, Sheeley
wanted to give working at a commu-
nity newspaper a try, satisfying his
curiosity about a business his grand-
father worked in many years ago,
Salem Publisher Donald Dodd wrote
in Sheeley’s nomination letter. Dodd
said Sheeley’s work has been exem-
plary from his outset at the
newspaper, and while they
are fortunate to have him on
staff in Salem, Dodd also be-
lieves Missouri newspapers
are lucky to have Sheeley as
an ambassador of the indus-
try as awhole.

“I have been the pub-
lisher here for 21 years, and
for 15 years before that I was
a sports editor at major dailies in the
South,” Dodd said. “Never before
have I seen a person with more natu-
ral news and feature writing ability.
His investigative and news reporting
abilities are exceptional for any age,
but especially impressive considering
how new he is to the business.”

Winners of the William E. James/
Outstanding Young Journalist Award
have demonstrated excellence in the
field of journalism and maintained
the quality, ethics and standards of
The Journalist’s Creed, written by
Walter Williams, founding dean of
the University of Missouri School of
Journalism.

Editors or publishers
submitted nominations for
| the awards, and the nomi-
nees must have been younger
than 30 years old on Jan. 1,
2017.

The aim of the award
is to reinforce the impor-
tance of a journalist’s role
by recognizing and nurtur-
ing talent to further promote quality
journalism.

William E. “Bill” James, the name-
sake for this award, served as pub-
lisher of the Warrensburg Daily
Star-Journal from November 2007
until his death in November 2013.
He was publisher of the Cass County
Democrat-Missourian in Harrison-
ville from 1985 to 2000.

During a career of 40 years, James
served in a variety of leadership posi-
tions for the newspapers of Missouri,
and he was a trusted mentor to many
MPA members. He was president
of the Missouri Press Association
(1998), president of the Northwest
Missouri Press Association (1990),
president of the Missouri Advertis-
ing Managers’ Association (1986),
and president of the Democratic Edi-
tors of Missouri (1981). He served as
a director of the National Newspaper
Association (1999-2001). He was in-
ducted into the MPA Newspaper Hall
of Fame in 2001. His widow, Dorothy,
lives in Olathe, Kansas.

Like Missouri Press on Facebook
and consider joining the MPA group:
Missouri editors and publishers

Www.mopress.com
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Missouri Newspaper Organizations

NORTHWEST MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Steve Tinnen,
Plattsburg; Vice President, Phil Cobb, Maryville; Secretary, Kathy Conger,
Bethany; Treasurer, W.C. Farmer, Rock Port. Directors: Past President, Leslie
Speckman, Savannah; Mike Farmer, Rock Port; Dennis Ellsworth, St. Joseph;
Jim McPherson, Weston; Chuck Haney, Chillicothe; Adam Johnson, Mound
City; and Kay Wilson, Maryville.

SHOW-ME PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Buck Collier, Hermann; Vice
President, vacant; Secretary-Treasurer, Sandy Nelson, Liberty. Directors:
Dennis Warden, Owensville; Carolyn Trower, New London; John Spaar,
Odessa; and Bruce Wallace, Ashland.

OZARK PRESS ASSOCIATION: President-Secretary-Treasurer, Emily
Letterman, Springfield; Vice President, vacant; Directors: Norene Prososki,
Gainesville; Jody Porter, Ava; David Burton, Springfield; Sharon Vaughn,
Summersville.

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Scott Seal,
Porageville; First Vice President, Toby Carrig, Ste. Genevieve; Secretary-
Treasurer, Michelle Friedrich, Poplar Bluff; Historian-Past President, Pegg
Scott, Festus. Directors: Kim Combs, Piedmont; Ed Thomason, New Madrid;
Gary Rust, Cape Girardeau; Tamara Buck, Cape Girardeau; Anne Hayes,
Cape Girardeau; Crystal Lyerla, Perryville Republic-Monitor; Dolores Smith,
Perryville Republic-Monitor.

MISSOURICIRCULATION MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION: President, Brenda
Carney, Harrisonville; First Vice President, Jack Kaminsky, Joplin; Second Vice
President, Steve Edwards, St. Joseph; Treasurer, Mark Maassen, Columbia.
Directors: Jim Kennedy, Bolivar; Michael Johns, Jefferson City.

MISSOURI ADVERTISING MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION: President, Jacob
Warden, Owensville; First Vice President, James White, Warsaw; Second Vice
President, Bryan Chester, Columbia; Secretary Suzie Wilson, Milan; Treasurer,
Kristie Williams, Columbia. Directors: Deb Baker, St. Louis; Kevin Jones, St.
Louis; Whitney Livengood, Washington; Deborah Marshall, Columbia; Past
President Les Borgmeyer, Columbia.

MISSOURIPROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATORS: Co-Presidents, Linda]arrett
and Linda Briggs-Harty; Secretary, Peggy Koch, Barnhart; Online Editor, Fran
Mannino, Kirkwood; Contest Director, Janice Denham, Kirkwood; Archivist,
Dee Rabey, Granite City, Ill.; Past President, Colene McEntee, St. Charles.

MISSOURI PRESS SERVICE: President, Jim Robertson, Columbia; Vice
President, Phil Conger, Bethany; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe May, Mexico.
Directors: Kevin Jones, St. Louis, Vicki Russell, Columbia.

MISSOURI PRESS FOUNDATION, INC.: President, Vicki Russell, Columbia;
First Vice President, Wendell Lenhart, Trenton; Second Vice President, Kirk
Powell, Pleasant Hill; Secretary-Treasurer, Doug Crews, Columbia. Directors:
James Sterling, Columbia; Dane Vernon, Eldon; Bill Miller, Sr., Washington;
Jean Snider, Harrisonville; Chuck Haney, Chillicothe; Dave Berry, Bolivar;
Brian Brooks, Columbia; Kathy Conger, Bethany; Paul Stevens, Lenexa;
Dalton Wright, Lebanon; Steve Ahrens, Jefferson City; David Bradley, St.
Joseph., Carol Stark, Joplin. Directors Emeritus: Betty Spaar, Odessa; R.B.
“Bob” Smith Ill, Lebanon; Wallace Vernon, Eldon; Rogers Hewitt, Shelbyville;
Tom Miller, Washington.

MISSOURI-KANSAS AP PUBLISHERS AND EDITORS: Chairman, Susan Lynn,
lola, Kan. Missouri AP Managing Editors: Chairman, vacant; Past Chairman,
Carol Stark, Joplin.

MISSOURI COLLEGE MEDIA ASSOCIATION: President, Katelyn Mary
Skaggs, Southeast Missouri State University; Vice President, Michelle Sproat,
Lindenwood University; Secretary, Denise Elam, University of Central Mis-
souri; 2018 Conference Coordinator, Susan Welch, Lindenwood University;
MPA Liaison, Jack Dimond, Missouri State University; Adviser, Robert Ber-
gland, Missouri Western State University.
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NIE Calendar

From Missouri Press Staff

The August 21 Great American
Eclipse a total solar eclipse, will cross
the country from west to east. Your
newspaper can clue readers into know-
ing what to expect in your location or
where they should go for the best view!
It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
and your newspaper can help readers
young — and older — learn about this
scientific phenomenon with two News-
paper In Education features.

To access these features, visit mo-
nie.com with download code: eclipse.
AUGUST
- Book Buzz & Novel ldeas — Book
columns, one for children and one for
adults, available monthly. (Download
code changes monthly: buzzaugl?,

novelaugl?)
- STEM inside the Newspaper Teacher
Guide — Newspaper-based classroom
activities that teach the skills of science,
technology, engineering and mathe-
matics. (Download code: stemguide)
SEPTEMBER
- International Literacy Day — Sept. 8 --
MPA has a half-page feature to promote
reading during International Literacy
Day. (Download code: literacyday)
- News Literacy — NEW! Kick off the
school year with a five-week series to
help students develop skills to avoid
fake news. Thanks to the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch for sharing this resource.
(Download code: newslit)
- Constitution Day — Celebrate Consti-
tution Day (Sept. 17) with any of MPA’s
six Constitution Day features. (Down-
load code: constitution)
OCTOBER
National Newspaper Week — Oct. 1-7
- National Newspaper Week feature
celebrating newspapers; includes
timeline. (Download code: npweek)
- Famous Missouri Journalist series
highlighting nine Missouri journal-
ists and MPA. Use a few or all. (Down-
load code: mojournalists)
- Missouri History through the Art in
Our Capitol — 7-part series highlights
the rich treasures inside our State
Capitol, including: introduction to the
art, Native Americans, mining, rail-
roads, steamboats, capitols and Civil
War. (Download code: moartl2)
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Sunshine Law still applies as tech changes

issouri’s Sunshine Law was
M officially adopted in 1973 —
44 years ago. You can imag-
ine there have been many changes to
the law since that time — originally it
was very short. At that time, computer
use wasn’t prolific, public bodies met
only in person and never in cyber-
space, and law enforcement didn’t
wear cameras on their bodies.
The law has changed many times
since then to address these changes.
And in the last year

look at that language: “Any member
of a public governmental body who
transmits any message relating to
public business by electronic means
shall also concurrently transmit that
message to either the member’s pub-
lic office computer or the custodian of
records in the same format. The pro-
visions of this section shall only ap-
ply to messages sent to two or more
members of that body so that, when
counting the sender, a majority of the
body’s members are

or so, it has become 1 r n m r copied....”

clear that there’s MO ea d 0 e Of course, when
another issue that that section was
maysoon_needto be b|' ﬁ' ' | Written,. it mear]t
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addressing emails sages, | would ar-
from members of gue! Granted, this

public bodies (Sec-
tion 610.025). The
question today is
whether that lan-
guage is sufficient to
address what we see
happening today.

Rather than us-
ing email, more
and more public of-
ficials are sending
messages via their
phone’s text mes-
saging capability, or
using applications
such as WhatsApp,
Facebook Messen-
ger, and Google
Voice/Hangouts,
among dozens of
others. | imagine
every single pub-
lic body member
who uses these
apps sends them
out without a sec-
ond thought to the
language in Section
610.025.
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Section 610,025,

only applies to text
messages sent to a
quorum of the pub-
lic body (and the
sender counts as
one). But the smaller
the public body, the
more likely this is to
be an issue!

And this even be-
comes a bigger issue
when you consider
what happens if the
public governmental
body is supplying
the telephone to the
member for “official”
use. Clearly, emails
that go through a
“.gov” email account
are retained within
the server as pub-
lic records, just like
any other record re-
tained by that public
body. But what hap-
pens to these text
messages within the
telephone?
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But | think there
is a very strong argument that this
statute covers such communications
under certain circumstances. Let’s
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The Sunshine Law
doesn’t address this issue at all, pri-
marily because record retention is-
sues are not a Sunshine Law issue but

Www.mopress.com

are within the scope of the Secretary
of State’s office in its Record Reten-
tion area, which are contained in the
State Regulations that can be found
on the Secretary of State’s website
under Title 15-Elected Officials, Di-
vision 30-Secretary of State, chapter
45, section 15 CSR 30-45.020. Ba-
sically, that regulation tells us that
there are massive amounts of rules
relating to records retention for state
and local government. There are
links to find them, but reading them
would take forever.

I did take a few minutes to glance
at them and I cannot easily find in-
formation relating to local govern-
ment record retention periods and/or
whether the rules as they are written
even encompass obtaining and/or re-
taining records relating to telephone
text messages.

But if I were to guess, based on
what I know about telephone text
messages and the bills I get each
month, I suspect most public bodies
simply get a bill mailed to them for
the service and I doubt, unless they
go into a website and print out detail,
they even have a record “retained” in
their offices as to text messages sent
and received. I don’t even know if it
is possible to obtain a printed copy
from my cell phone service provider
as to what messages were sent or re-
ceived without making a special re-
quest of the provider.

So unless members of the public
body are somehow sending those
text messages to the custodian who
is technically storing them in some
fashion, I imagine there is no “trans-
mitting” of those messages to the cus-
todian and also no storing of those
messages for records purposes under
the Sunshine Law taking place today.
And that strikes me as a major prob-
lem with the Sunshine Law in 2017!

Jean Maneke,
is MF'A" Lmal Hotline atmrnw
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PROPANE BUSES

HELP MISSOURI STUDENTS
BREATHE EASIER.

AND THEIR SCHOOL DISTRICTS TOO.

Lately. not all news about diesel vehicles has been good news. But soon, MO fleets will be eligible for funds from
the VW Environmental Mitigation Trust Fund. These funds may help offset reductions in the state's school trans-
portation funding while protecting student health and local budgets. Cleaner-burning, quieter operating American
propane could have more than just school kids and their parents breathing easier:

HEALTH & SAFETY: COST SAVING:

+ Propane is proven to lower NOx emissions more Combined maintenance/fuel costs can be half
than 92% when replacing all older-than model that of diesel buses
2007 buses

+ Diesel fumes have been_tabeted as carcinogenic by - The incremental cost of propane buses. coupled
the World Health Organization. with potential VW Trust Fund monies, may realize
O + Research shows diesel exhaust aggravates asthma., immediate payback.
pEnc particularly in the smaller lungs of children.

+ Some districts have saved millions in fuel alone.

Missouri Propane Education
& Research Council

To learn more, go to PropaneSchoolBuses.com
4110 COUNTRY CLUB DR., JEFFERSON CITY, M0 65109 | PROPANESCHOOLBUSES.COM | PH: 573/893-7655 FAX: 573/893-2623 TOLLFREE: 800/601-9332




REGISTRATION FORM

September 28-30, 2017
University Plaza Hotel

333 S. John Q Hammons Parkway
Springfield, MO 65806

Newspaper or Company

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

| |Visa | |Mastercard | | Discover | |Check

Credit Card Number Exp. Date:

Signature of Card Holder

Printed Name of Card Holder

P e e e e e e e T e e e e e e e e e e e ]

REGISTER TODAY! « BRING YOUR STAFF

I
1
1
1 STAFF MEMBERS MAY ATTEND LEARNING SESSIONS FOR NO ADDITIONAL COST ONCE NEWSPAPER HAS PAID ONE REGISTRATION FEE!
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
Please visit MOPRESS.COM/Convention for online hotel room reservations! :
1

Missouri Press Association Rate of $104.00 per night, Breakfast Included! Call 417-864-7333 or reserve online by August 18

\ /

o

Registration Fee Active Member MPA Associateor ~ Non-  Retired  Registration
Select one category for your group Newspaper Friend Member Member Member Fee
(pay registration fee once per group) $175 $185 $200 $50 $
e Thursday Night Friday Saturday *Saturday \
Name/Newspaper Missouri Press Foundation Friday Hall of Awards only Sessions Total
(Please include Fundraiser at Lunch Fame Banquet Luncheon & Luncheon Per
all names) Mother’s Brewery $75 $35 $65 $40 $50 Person
N\ _J
*Saturday only - skip registration fee and pay only $50 total per person to attend Saturday sessions and lunch
Convention Cancellations: cancellations received by Friday, August 18, 2017 Deuct $75 Active/Friend/Associate Registration Fee or $20 off Retired Member
WILL BE entitled to a refund. Cancellations may be faxed to 573-874-5894 or Registration if registration is post marked by August 18, 2017.
emailed to kwilliams@socket.net. Cancellations received after August 18, 2017 Pay base registration once per group.

are NOT entitled to a refund.

Grand Total Due:| $

Please return this form along with check or credit card information to:
Missouri Press Association « 802 Locust Street - Columbia, MO 65201 - 573-449-4167 - Fax: 573-874-5894 - kwilliams@socket.net



