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Wagner, Sam Graves and Jason Smith. 
It was addressed to Wilbur Ross, sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce and Robert E. Lighthizer, U.S. 
Trade representative asking them to 
consider the potential negative impact 
that any trade remedy would have on 
the U.S. newspaper industry, commer-
cial printing industries and the overall 
U.S. paper manufacturing industry.
	 The	final	paragraph	of	the	letter	gets	
to the heart of the matter: “Small towns 
across Missouri and the country still 
depend on their local newspapers, and 
in many cases, their yellow pages. Be-
fore	issuing	your	final	determinations,	
please recognize the hundreds of thou-
sands of American jobs associated with 
the domestic newspaper, printing and 
paper manufacturing industries. Also, 
please consider the importance of the 
local news lifeline.”
 Mark Maassen recently emailed 
copies of this letter to MPA members. 
I would urge you to reprint it in your 
papers, perhaps along with a column 
from your publisher explaining the ef-
fect	these	tariffs	will	have	on	an	indus-
try that employs more than 600,000 
people across the country.
 We are a lifeline for our readers. 
Now’s a good time to remind the coun-
try.

My daytime parking space at The 
Joplin Globe serves as part of 
the nighttime loading dock for 

our carriers and bundle haulers. That 
means I need to get out of the way long 
before the early morning hours when 
those papers start making their way 
down the conveyor belt.
 But sometimes on late nights, I’ll 
move my car around to the side of the 
building and just sit and watch through 
the glass windows as the midnight 
presses run and the giant rolls of paper 
start dwindling as the morning Globe 
is printed.
 Behind that press are the tons and 
tons of paper it takes to make this busi-
ness operate. Together the two create 
a heady smell of ink and paper known 
only to those who work at a newspaper.
 There are a lot of factors in play mak-
ing	 it	more	 and	more	 difficult	 for	 the	
industry to keep those printed editions 
rolling	off	the	press.	Our	ability	to	keep	
doing so has unexpectedly been chal-
lenged	 by	 daunting	 federal	 tariffs	 on	
newsprint we use to publish the paper. 
 Since early January, the federal Com-
merce Department has slapped two 
rounds	 of	 tariffs	 amounting	 to	 more	
than 30 percent on imported Canadi-
an newsprint in response to an unfair 
pricing complaint from a single U.S. 
paper mill in Longview, Wash. About 
75 percent of all newsprint used in the 
United States comes from Canada.
 In mid-March, Mark Maassen, Mis-
souri Press Association executive di-
rector, James White, publisher of the 
Benton	 County	 Enterprise	 and	 first	
vice president of MPA and I traveled to 

Washington D.C. as part of the National 
Newspaper Association’s Community 
Newspaper Leadership Summit.
 We met with a number of congres-
sional	leaders	or	members	of	their	staff	
specifically	 to	 talk	 about	 the	 tariffs.	
Some	 were	 unaware	 of	 the	 tariffs	 or	
exactly how devastating they are to an 
industry whose biggest expenses are 
paper and people.
 Even though the Commerce Depart-
ment	 hasn’t	 yet	made	 a	 final	 decision	
on	the	tariffs,	U.S.	Custom	authorities	
are collecting them and putting the rev-
enue in escrow. Canadian newsprint 
companies promptly passed the cost of 
the	tariffs	on	to	the	U.S.	newspapers.
	 A	final	decision	 is	 expected	 in	early	
August.
	 Our	 Missouri	 Press	 Association	
group of three spent a full day engaged 
in discussions and left handouts and 
business cards behind as we walked 
down the long halls to the next appoint-
ment. We had little idea of what kind of 
impression we had made until recently 
when MPA received a copy of a letter 
from Missouri’s Sen. Roy Blunt and 
Reps. Billy Long, Vicky Hartzler, Ann 
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Cardinals -vs- Cubs It doesn’t get much 
bigger than this!

Cardinals vs. Cubs
Busch Stadium Private Party Suite

Friday, July 27
Game Time 7:15 p.m.

St. Louis Chicago

Call 573-449-4167 to reserve your spots today!
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MAMA makes a splash at The Lake 
By Missouri Press Staff

Missouri Press News
 About 50 people traveled to Lake 
Ozark	 in	 mid-April	 for	 this	 year’s	
Missouri Advertising Managers’ As-
sociation meeting, taking home more 
than 200 awards for their newspa-
pers’ advertising work.
	 MAMA	 was	 held	 April	 19-20	 at	
Camden on the Lake Resort and fea-
tured a variety of speakers chosen to 
help attendees make the most of their 
selling	efforts.	Headlining	the	speak-
ing presentations was Vince Coultis, 
training and development consultant 
for Propel Coaching and Consult-
ing and previously the training and 
development manager for The Mc-
Clatchy Company.
 Coultis, energetic and interactive, 
offered	 useful	 techniques	 to	 use	 to	
get to know yourself and who you are 
selling	to	maximize	sales	effective.
 Also presenting at MAMA this year 
were Marc Radosevic of Local Search 
Association, who shared information 
on co-op advertising and how to fa-
cilitate agreements between manu-
facturers	and	local	retailers;	and	Am-
plified	Digital’s	 Jolene	 Sherman	 and	
Amanda McGinnis, who talked about 
the	 services	 offered	 through	 that	

company’s partnership with Missouri 
Press.
 This year’s Best Ad Contest saw 550 
total entries and 200 awards were 
presented to 35 newspapers who par-
ticipated in the contest.
 Highlighting this year’s awards cer-
emony was the Dee Hamilton Sales 
Pro Award, presented to Jeanine York 
of the Washington Missourian. The 
award is given to advertising profes-
sionals who have shown a dedication 
to the Missouri newspaper industry.
	 The	 2019	MAMA	 Board	 of	 Direc-
tors includes: President, James White, 
Warsaw;	 First	 Vice	 President,	 Bryan	
Chester,	Columbia;	Second	Vice	Presi-
dent,	 Deborah	 Marshall,	 Columbia;	
Secretary-Treasurer, Kristie Williams, 
Columbia. Directors: Deb Baker, St. 
Louis;	 Kevin	 Jones,	 St.	 Louis;	 Whit-
ney Livengood, Washington, Sandy 
Schnurbusch,	 Perryville;	 Past	 Presi-
dent,	Jacob	Warden,	Owensville.	
	 The	 2019	MAMA	meeting	 will	 be	
held April 12-13 at the Holiday Inn 
Executive Center in Columbia.
	 For	 more	 information	 about	
MAMA, including how to get in-
volved, contact Kristie Williams, 
MPA member services director, at 
573-449-4167	 or	 kwilliams@socket.

The Perryville Republic-Monitor took home Best in Show for week-
lies for its “15 Under 15” special section that focuses on “excep-
tional young people from Perry County” from this year’s Missouri 
Advertising Managers’ Association Best Ad Contest. President 
Jacob Warden presented Perryville staff with the award. Pictured, 
from left, are Stephanie VanDeven, Beth Durreman, Warden, and 
Kim Allen.

Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association Presi-
dent Jacob Warden presents John Benke of the 
Jefferson City News-Tribune with a Best of Show 
award for dailies for the newspaper’s “12 Days of 
Christmas/Coca-Cola” campaign from this year’s 
Best Ad Contest. (Submitted photos by Jana Todd/The 
Warren County Record)

Jeanine York is the recipient of this 
year’s Dee Hamilton Sales Pro Award. 
The award is presented to Missouri 
advertising sales professionals who 
have shown a dedication to the state’s 
newspaper industry. York is advertis-
ing director for the Missourian Media 
Group, which includes the Washington 
Missourian.
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Continued from Page 4: More photos from MAMA in Lake Ozark

Southeast Missouri Press Association
Annual Meeting:

Thursday, July 12, 2018

Registration starts at noon

University Center

Southeast Missouri State University

Cape Girardeau

12:30 p.m. - Board meeting, introductions

1 p.m. - Legislative update with Speaker of the House Todd Richardson, 
and State Senator Wayne Wallingford

2 p.m. - Publisher Roundtable, led by the Southeast Missourian’s Jon Rust 

2:30 p.m. - Higher education panel - Area college presidents will discuss 
the role higher education plays in the region. Presidents from Southeast 
Missouri State University and Three Rivers College have been invited.

3:30 p.m. - Public notices and MPA update with Mark Maassen

4 p.m. - An update on the university’s Southeast Arrow newspaper

4:30 p.m. - MPA Hotline Attorney Jean Maneke will discuss hot legal 
topics of the Sunshine Law

5 p.m. - Build revenue and engage the community with events, led by 
Peggy Scott of Leader Publications and Lucas Presson of the Southeast 
Missourian

Attendance is free to SEMO Press members. SEMO Press membership is $100 per newspaper.

Please send dues with this form to Michelle Friedrich, Treasurer
Daily American Republic • 208 Poplar Street • PO Box 7 • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 • 573-785-1414 • Fax: 573-785-2706

Newspaper: ______________________________________________________          Contact Name: __________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________          Phone: __________________________

Meeting Attendees: _________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Clockwise from left, Tara Alumbaugh accepts a first place award for Best News-
paper Produced Insert for the Tipton Times. Courtney Adams and Gina Langston 
represented The Joplin Globe at this year’s Best Ad Contest. Bryan Chester and 
Jeanine York participate in an activity to see how different personalities deal with 
challenges. The activity was one that speaker Vince Coultis tasked attendees with 
during his presentation at this year’s Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association 
meeting. Above right, Whitney Livengood participates in a similar activity as part 
of Coultis’ training. During his presentations, Coultis told attendees it is important 
to know yourself if you want to sell effectively. (Submitted photos by Jana Todd)
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Phyllis May cries with excitement over being chosen as the 2017 recipient of the 
Porter Fisher Golf Classic’s traveling plaque. Presenting the plaque is Missouri 
Press Executive Director Mark Maassen. A new recipient will be chosen during this 
year’s tournament, scheduled for June 14 at The Cove at Lodge of Four Seasons 
in Lake Ozark. (Staff file photos)

Come play The Cove in Lake Ozark

By Matthew Barba
Missouri Press News

 An annual tradition started more 
than 30 years ago by representatives 
of newspapers in northeast Missouri 
continues to help raise money for the 
Missouri	Press	Foundation.
	 The	 Porter	 Fisher	 Golf	 Classic	 is	
now in its 33rd year and will take 
place	 Thursday,	 June	 14,	 in	 Lake	
Ozark	 in	 conjunction	 with	 Missouri	
Press Association’s summer Board 
of Directors meeting and Show-Me 
Press Association’s regular meeting.
 Last year’s players shot for the 
greens at The Ridge and will have the 
opportunity this year to play on its 
sister course, The Cove. Laid out by 
famed course designer Robert Trent 
Jones	Sr.,	The	Cove	is	Lodge	of	Four	
Season’s signature golf course and is 
one of more than 500 he designed.
 The Cove is recognized as one of 
Missouri’s best golf courses and its 
hallmarks include several striking 
views	of	Lake	of	the	Ozarks.
	 Registrations	 for	 the	Porter	Fisher	
Golf Classic are now being accepted 
in	 the	 Missouri	 Press	 offices.	 Cost	
to play is $75 per player or $300 per 
foursome. If you do not have your 
own team, Missouri Press will place 
you on one.
 Your registration fee includes a cart 
and lunch at the course. Players will 

Porter Fisher Golf Classic benefits Missouri Press Foundation

take to the course beginning at noon.
 As was the case last year, organizers 
for this year’s Classic are encourag-
ing Missouri Press members to bring 
more than newspaper people to the 
Classic. If there is someone in your 

community, such as a banker, busi-
nessman, teacher or anyone else who 
likes golf and appreciates the impor-
tance of their community newspaper, 
invite them to join you at The Cove.
 Prizes will be awarded after the 
tournament, including presenting 
this year’s recipient with the Porter 
Fisher	Golf	Classic	trophy.	The	travel-
ing	plaque	has	each	recipient’s	named	
listed on it and is presented to indi-
viduals who embody the spirit of ca-
maraderie and sportsmanship repre-
sented in the tournament.
 Last year’s recipient, Phyllis May, 
was	 surprised	 and	 elated	 to	 find	 out	
she received the trophy. May has 
spent many years volunteering on the 
committee that organizes the tourna-
ment.
	 If	 you	 have	 any	 questions,	 please	
contact	 the	Missouri	 Press	 offices	 at	
573-449-4167	for	more	information.

While the Porter Fisher Golf Classic is a fundraiser for the Missouri Press Foun-
dation, it’s also an opportunity for players to have fun. Hijinks of all varieties can 
usually be found around the course each year.
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Send registration form & check to Missouri Press Foundation,
802 Locust St., Columbia, MO 65201; or pay by phone with a credit card, (573) 449-4167.

Make checks payable to Missouri Press Foundation

Mulligans may be
purchased at the 

course before
teeing off.

Prizes will be awarded 
after tournament

Name Player #1

Player #2

Player #3

Player #4

Co./Newspaper

Address

Email

Phone

Check Discover

Method of Payment

Credit Card # Exp. Date

Name on Card

Visa MasterCard American Express

Golf = $75 per golfer

Mulligans $10 Each
  (limit 1 per player per side)

Prize Fund

TOTAL: $

$

$

$

$

Hole Sponsorship = $50 each

Singles and partial teams are welcome
and will be grouped into teams by MPF.

Daily or Weekly Publication Daily Weekly
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Meet one of MPA’s newest board members
Bryan Jones is a familiar face with ‘balanced perspective’

By Matthew Barba
Missouri Press News

 Bryan Jones is a familiar face for 
many of Missouri Press’ members: 
prior to purchasing the Versailles 
Leader-Statesman and Morgan 
County Press newspapers in 2015, he 
was the Association’s very own editor.
 Although Jones, one of the newest 
members of MPA’s Board of Directors 
and currently serving as secretary, ar-
rived on the newspaper scene relative-
ly late in life compared to many, his 
love for community newspapers runs 
deep.	When	the	Vernon	family	offered	
him the chance to purchase the Ver-
sailles and Stover newspapers, where 
he had previously worked, he jumped 
at the opportunity.
 “I genuinely relish the role I play 
in our community as ‘the newspa-
per guy,’” Jones said. “I enjoy having 
a front-row seat to what’s happening 
in our town and am motivated by the 
thought	I	may	have	some	influence	for	
good.”
 With the important place local 
newspapers hold in their communi-
ties, Jones said it is important to un-
derstand the urgency to defend the 
principles of genuine journalism.
 “The newspaper world and my per-
sonality are a great match and I am 
challenged each day to use the skills 
I’ve been given. I feel this sort of work 
is a calling, not merely a job,” Jones 
said. “When all is said and done, and 
people consider my tenure as publish-
er/editor/journalist, I can only hope 
they will be able to honestly say, ‘He 

was fair to everyone.’”
 In today’s age of all aspects of life 
being	 increasingly	 connected	 (and	
broadcast	 through	 social	 media),	 he	
said the “culture of self” is 
the greatest challenge to 
newspapers.
 “The digital world, social 
media in particular, allows 
people to create and live in 
‘silos’ or ‘echo chambers,’ 
where they can reinforce 
things they already believe, 
with little tolerance toward 
different	world	views,”	Jones	
said.
 He sees people relying more on their 
Facebook	 friends	 and	 Twitter	 feeds	
to shape what they believe they know 
about everything from current events 
to ancient history.
 “The challenge for newspapers is to 
break through these silos and echo 
chambers with relevant, focused, well-
vetted, fair and accurate reporting, 
and earn the trust of the consumer 
and the money of the advertiser,” 
Jones said.
 Having experience in the ministry, 
Jones knows about service before self, 
and he hopes to help improve Mis-
souri’s newspaper industry through 
his time on the MPA Board.
 “I served a community weekly news-
paper with Vernon Publishing for sev-
eral years and then worked for MPA 
for about a year and a half as editor of 
the Missouri Press News,” Jones said. 
“Both experiences were valuable and 
helped shape my perspective on the 

Bryan Jones

newspaper industry and newspaper 
people, who are some of the best peo-
ple on the planet, in Missouri.
 “I would like to bring my knowledge 

of small-town community 
journalism to the table at 
MPA to provide a balanced 
perspective,” Jones added. 
“I can be ‘thoughtfully opin-
ionated’ when necessary 
and hope to contribute to 
the success of MPA as it nav-
igates the next few years.”
   Jones said he is insatiably 
curious and loves to learn, 

two traits that are great for a journalist 
to possess. His love of learning means 
he	has	acquired	an	eclectic	collection	
of books.
 “My library in my home is akin to a 
Victorian-era ‘cabinet of curiosities,” 
he said.
 Additionally, typing out stories on 
the keyboard is not the only rhythm 
Jones likes to keep. He also has a “very 
large collection of percussion instru-
ments,” including drums, rattles and 
shakers, from around the world.
 Keeping the love for such instru-
ments alive, Jones also builds and re-
pairs hand drums.
 New members joining Jones on 
the board in 2018 are Julie Moreno, 
Independence Examiner;	 Roger	 Dil-
lon, Shannon County Current Wave, 
Eminence;	 and	 Sandy	 Nelson	 of	The 
Courier-Tribune, Liberty, serving as 
treasurer.
 A full list of the MPA Board of Direc-
tors can be found on page 2.

Join Missouri Press for Cards vs. Cubs baseball in July
	 Support	 the	Missouri	 Press	 Foundation	 and	 see	 some	
great baseball by purchasing tickets for this year’s base-
ball fundraiser in St. Louis.
	 Scheduled	for	Friday,	July	27,	this	year’s	game	will	fea-
ture the St. Louis Cardinals taking on the Chicago Cubs.
	 Tickets	can	be	purchased	by	making	a	$199	donation	to	
the	Foundation.
 In addition to access to a private party suite at Busch 
Stadium,	you	will	 also	get	an	unlimited	buffet	with	hot-

dogs, brats, BBQ beef, nachos, desserts and much more. 
There will also be an in-suite bartender serving Bud, Bud 
Light and Coca-Cola products.
	 For	more	information	about	attending,	contact	Missouri	
Press	at	573-449-4167.
	 Tickets	are	available	on	a	first-come,	first-served	basis	
and only a limited number are available for the party suite.
	 The	Foundation’s	baseball	 fundraiser	 is	made	possible	
through a donation from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
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	 Betty	Jo	Simpson	Spaar,	85,	Odessa,	
died April 11, 2018, at Lafayette Re-
gional Health Center, Lexington.
	 Born	 Jan.	 24,	 1933,	 in	
Brunswick, she was the 
daughter and only child of 
Lester and Madeline Blunt 
Simpson.	 She	 was	 a	 1954	
graduate of the University of 
Missouri School of Journal-
ism, Columbia.
 A third-generation journal-
ist, she was the owner/publisher of The 
Odessan	 from	 1960-2018.	 She	 also	
founded Focus on Oak Grove	 in	1995	
and was owner/publisher.
 She was president of the Missouri 
Press	Association	 in	 1988	and	a	past	
president	of	the	Missouri	Press	Foun-

dation.	In	1997,	she	was	inducted	into	
the	MPA	Hall	of	Fame.
 She received an Honor Medal from 

the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism, a Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award 
from the University of Mis-
souri and was a recipient of 
the National Newspaper As-
sociation Emma C. McKinney 
Award.
    Survivors include two sons 

and a daughter-in-law, John Spaar, 
Lee’s Summit, Joe and Renee Spaar, 
Odessa;	 four	 grandchildren	 and	
spouses,	Hannah	Spaar,	Odessa,	Hall-
ie and Donald Aulbert, Ellen and Jar-
emy	Longley,	and	Blanton	Spaar;	and	
two great-grandsons.

Odessa

Betty Spaar

tor Jean E. Black with resolutions rec-
ognizing the 20 years the SMSN has 
been in operation. The Main Street 
News, previously the Slater News-
Rustler, was purchased by Black in 
1997,	 returning	 local	 ownership	 of	
the newspaper back to Slater.

	 Doris	Houx	Kirkpatrick	died	on	Feb.	
24,	2018,	just	five	weeks	after	an	arena	
full of University of Central Missouri 
Mules basketball fans cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday 
with song and cake.
	 In	1987,	she	married	James	
C. Kirkpatrick, retired Mis-
souri secretary of state and 
former newspaper publisher.
 Doris and Mr. Kirkpatrick 
had graduated from Central 
Missouri State Teachers College, and 
he later served on its Board of Regents. 
In	 1996,	 the	 school	 began	 building	 a	
library to be named in his honor. He 

died	in	1997	before	the	James	C.	Kirk-
patrick	Library	was	finished,	but	Doris	
Kirkpatrick	filled	in	by	participating	in	

library events and helping to 
organize	Friends	of	the	James	
C. Kirkpatrick Library.
    Her alma mater, now known 
as the University of Central 
Missouri, paid tribute to Do-
ris Kirkpatrick with a Com-
munity	Service	Award	in	1987	
and Distinguished Service 

Award	in	1996.
	 Survivors	 include	 two	 daughters;	 a	
son;	six	grandchildren	and	eight	great-
grand children.

Warrensburg

Doris Kirkpatrick

	 Manuel	Reyes,	79,	publisher	of	Kan-
sas City’s bilingual Spanish-English 
newspaper Dos Mundos,	died	March	4,	
2018, of pancreatic cancer.
 Manuel’s wife, Clara, started Dos 
Mundos	in	1981	to	serve	Kansas	City’s	

Hispanic population. He joined the 
staff	as	salesman	in	1983,	but		his	du-
ties soon expanded to layout, market-
ing and distribution of the newspaper.
 In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by a son, Ed.

Kansas City

Manuel Reyes

	 Frederic	 Kirkland	 Powell,	 III,	 pub-
lisher of the Pleasant Hill Times from 
1989	 to	 2015,	 passed	 away	 Tuesday,	
April 3, 2018, af-
ter a cardiac attack 
caused him to have 
a car accident in 
downtown Pleasant 
Hill.	He	was	74.
 Powell was born 
in Schenectady, N.Y. 
He earned his bach-
elor’s degree in journalism from the 
University of Missouri at Columbia.
	 On	Jan.	21,	1965,	he	married	Jan	S.	
Heusi in Columbia. She preceded him 
in	death	on	July	29,	2015.
	 Following	 their	 marriage,	 Kirk	 and	
Jan lived in Rochester, N.Y., where 
he worked for the Rochester Times-
Union. They returned to Missouri in 
1968,	when	Kirk	accepted	the	position	
of news editor at the Cass County Dem-
ocrat-Missourian in Harrisonville.
	 In	1975,	the	Powell	family	moved	to	
Holden, when Kirk and Jan purchased 
The Holden Progress.	 In	 1989,	 they	
purchased the Pleasant Hill Times, 
managing both newspapers for two 
years until they sold The Holden Prog-
ress to devote all their energy to The 
Times. At this time, the Powells moved 
permanently to Pleasant Hill.
 After purchasing two Apple comput-
ers	and	a	laserwriter	in	the	mid-1980s,	
he helped pioneer the use of desktop 
publishing in production of a weekly 
newspaper. He shared their experience 
with the new technology with many 
newspaper colleagues.
 He also was a syndicated columnist 
and political cartoonist.
 Powell served as president of the 
Central Missouri Press Association 
from	 1980-81;	 the	 Missouri	 Society	
of	 Newspaper	 Editors	 from	 1995-96;	
and the Missouri Press Association in 
1994.	He	also	 served	on	 the	Missouri	
Press	Foundation’s	Board	of	Directors.	
In	2004,	he	was	inducted	into	the	Mis-
souri	Newspaper	Hall	of	Fame.
 Powell is survived by two daughters, 
Stacey	 (and	 Jon)	 Soble,	 and	 Victoria	
(and	 Pete)	 Johnson;	 four	 grandchil-
dren;	other	relatives	and	friends.

Pleasant Hill

Kirk Powell
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New signs ready for visitors to print museum
By Doug Crews

For Missouri Press News
 If you happen to be traveling in mid-Missouri near the 
Village of Arrow Rock, please drop by the Missouri Press 
Association’s Newspaper Print Shop Museum. With new, in-
terpretive signage inside the building, the museum is more 
“visitor friendly,” providing a close-up look of a late-1800s, 
early	1900s	weekly	newspaper	office.
 The Newspaper Print Shop Museum was opened in August 
1966,	when	MPA	was	celebrating	its	100th	anniversary.	Also	
in	the	mid-1960s,	many	MPA	members	were	converting	their	
operations	from	letterpress	printing	to	offset	printing.	Many	
publishers	donated	 the	equipment	and	 items	on	display	 in	
the museum.
	 The	museum	is	filled	with	letterpress	equipment	including	
one of the oldest known George Washington hand-presses in 
North	America,	a	Linotype,	a	flatbed	newspaper	press,	Chan-
dler & Price job presses, a Linograph, a wide assortment of 
hand-set wooden and metal type, proof presses, tools of the 
letterpress trade and other memorabilia of the bygone era.
 The museum is located near downtown Arrow Rock on 
Main	 Street	 in	 the	 first	 floor	 of	 the	 I.O.O.F.	 (Odd	 Fellows	
Lodge)	building,	a	brick	structure	constructed	in	1868.	The	
building	is	owned	by	the	Friends	of	Arrow	Rock,	an	organi-
zation dedicated to preserving the historic village and many 
of its buildings. The museum is open generally seven days 
per	week,	 9	 a.m.	 to	 5	 p.m.,	 except	 for	 the	 extreme	winter	
weather season.
	 Recently,	the	Friends	of	Arrow	Rock	renovated	the	build-
ing, inside and outside, and installed a new heating and cool-
ing system. Some of the funds to assist in the renovation 
were	provided	by	the	Missouri	Press	Foundation	and	its	gen-
erous	donors.	MPA	and	the	Foundation	own	the	museum’s	
contents and contribute to the maintenance of the building.
 The new signage informs visitors of MPA history and leg-
endary	Missouri	journalists;	of	former	Arrow	Rock	newspa-
pers	and	editors;	explains	how	a	Linotype	and	the	George	
Washington	 hand-presses	 operate;	 provides	 history	 about	
the	town	of	Arrow	Rock	a	century	ago;	and	identifies	many	
of the letterpress items on display.

	 The	museum	 is	 located	 in	 the	 original	 newspaper	 office	
of Bascom Diggs, editor and publisher of the Arrow Rock 
Statesman	 from	1897	 to	1918.	Visitors	may	view	photos	of	
Diggs and his biography.
	 The	life	of	Walter	Williams,	MPA’s	president	in	1889	and	
the founding dean of the University of Missouri School of 
Journalism	 in	1908,	 is	also	highlighted.	Williams	grew	up	
in Boonville, just 15 miles southeast of Arrow Rock. A copy 
of Dean Williams’ famous “The Journalist’s Creed” is on dis-
play.
 Also displayed is a desk belonging to H.J. “Jack” Blanton of 
the Paris, Mo. Monroe County Appeal. Blanton, MPA’s presi-
dent	in	1917,	was	noted	as	the	most	famous	weekly	newspa-
per	 editor	 in	America	 in	 the	 1940s.	Famed	artist	Norman	
Rockwell produced “The Country Editor” painting, depicting 
Blanton,	for	a	spread	in	the	Saturday	Evening	Post	in	1946.	A	
print of the painting is hanging near Blanton’s desk.
	 Outside	to	the	west	of	the	building	a	marker	notes	a	time	
capsule containing newspaper memorabilia was buried in 
1992,	during	the	125th	anniversary	convention	of	the	Mis-
souri Press Association.
 Interior improvements to the Newspaper Print Shop Mu-
seum	were	a	project	of	the	Missouri	Press	Foundation	with	
help	from	Melody	Bezenek,	former	Foundation	director,	and	
Board	members	 Jim	 Sterling,	 Brian	 Brooks,	 Doug	 Crews;	
Jeremy Patton of Missouri Press Service, who designed 
the	new	museum	signs;	and	Sandy	and	Marty	Selby	of	the	
Friends	of	Arrow	Rock.
 The historic Village of Arrow Rock is located about 13 
miles	north	of	I-70	on	Highway	41	in	Saline	County.

A desk belonging to H.J. “Jack” Blanton is on display at Mis-
souri Press Association’s Newspaper Print Shop Museum 
in Arrow Rock. Blanton is the editor depicted in Norman 
Rockwell’s famous panting, “The Country Editor.” (Submitted 
photos by Doug Crews)

Various pieces of printing equipment are on display in the 
Newspaper Print Shop Museum in Arrow Rock, including 
this Linotype machine. New signs at the museum show how 
the equipment was used to produce the newspapers of old.
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ficult	 nature	 of	 this	
industry. As the old 
adage goes, never say 
never,” Wynn told 
The Salem News in 
the announcement 
of the recognition. 
“Fast	 forward	 eight	
years after college, 
and I am the man-
aging editor of two 
small newspapers 
alongside	a	staff	that	
has a combined to-
tal of more than 200 
years in the newspa-
per industry.”
    Wynn is referred 
to as a “modern-day 
Swiss army knife of 
journalism” in the 
E&P article, and her 

duties	 at	 work	 reflect	 that	 compari-
son: she edits, designs pages, writes 
articles, takes photos, oversees circu-
lation and manages the newspapers’ 

social media and websites.
 In addition to looking to those with 
experience for guidance, Wynn of-
fered some advice for other young 
professionals in the newspaper indus-
try.
 “Don’t beat yourself up over typos, 
everyone makes them – ours just get 
read by more people.”

Kansas City – The Star was honored 
during this year’s Pulitzer Prize an-
nouncement by being named the only 
finalist	in	the	public	service	category.	
While The New York Times and The 
New Yorker magazine’s work on Har-
vey Weinstein took home the ultimate 
prize, The Star’s six-part series on 
Kansas state government’s “decades-
long obsession with secrecy” was 
recognized for its courage in reveal-
ing the state’s nature of suppressing 
transparency and accountability.
 The Star has previously won eight 
Pulitzers,	 however	 this	 is	 the	 first	 it	
has been recognized in public service.

Missouri Press’ Past Presidents meet in Columbia
Past presidents of Missouri Press Association gather April 26 in Columbia for the annual Past Presidents’ and Spouses 
Dinner. Each president hosts the dinner five years after their presidency, and this year’s host was current MPA Executive 
Director Mark Maassen, who was president in 2013. Pictured, from left, seated, are Jeff Schrag, Dennis Warden, Bill Wil-
liams, current MPA President Carol Stark, Wallace Vernon, John Spaar, Steve Oldfield and Vicki Russel; and, standing, 
former MPA Executive Director Doug Crews, Maassen, Joe May, Donald Warden, Dane Vernon, Kevin Jones, Gary Sosniecki, 
Dave Berry and Bill Miller. (Staff photo by Kristie Williams)

Let us toot the horn for you. Send your newspaper’s news to MPA at mbarba@socket.net

Salem – Catherine 
Wynn was named 
among the 2018 
class of Editor and 
Publisher’s 25 Under 
35 earlier this year. 
Wynn, 33, is the 
managing editor of 
The Salem News and 
Phelps County Focus 
newspapers.
 The daughter of 
Salem Publishing 
Company owner 
Donald Dodd, Wynn 
began working at The 
Salem News in high 
school, returning af-
ter earning a degree 
from the University 
of Missouri and a 
brief stint in Colora-
do.
 “Coming from a newspaper family, I 
swore I would never write or take part 
in the long hours and sometimes dif-

Catherine Wynn with her family, 
husband Andrew and daughters 
Eavie and Sadie. (Submitted)
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Poplar Bluff – Stan Berry, longtime 
editor of the Daily American Repub-

lic, retired from the 
paper in early April. 
Berry, who worked 
for the DAR since 
he was 16 years old, 
said he is looking 
forward to spend-
ing time with fam-
ily during retire-
ment. Aside from 

a stint of service during Vietnam as 
an Army reporter and photographer, 
Berry’s career was spent at the DAR, 
first	in	sports	and	then	news.
 Publisher Don Schrieber lauded 
the work Berry did over his career 
and the manner in which he carried 
out his duties. “Stan’s enthusiasm, 
integrity and dedication will always 
be	remembered	by	the	staff	and	com-
munity he has served for over four de-
cades,” Schrieber said.
 Taking over as editor will be Brian 
Rosener, former sports editor for the 
DAR, who joined the newspaper in 
2001. Rosener’s journalism career 
began at Webster University, where 
he served as online editor of the stu-
dent newspaper, and he then became 
sports editor for the Olney Daily Mail 
in Illinois for two years.
 Stepping in to the associate editor 
position	 is	 Donna	 Farley,	 who	 has	
been with the DAR since 2005. A 

graduate of Southeast Missouri State 
University,	 Farley	 will	 continue	 her	
role	of	covering	Poplar	Bluff	city	and	
Butler County government.
 Replacing Rosener as sports editor 
is Joe Alberico, who comes to Poplar 
Bluff	from	Texas.

Greenfield – Gina Langston is the 
new publisher and general manag-
er of The Vedette 
and Lake Stockton 
Shopper. She re-
places Marlene De-
Clue, who retired 
after 35 years with 
The Vedette.
 Langston was 
previously the cre-
ative services supervisor at The Jop-
lin Globe, and prior to that, she spent 
five	years	with	The Lawrence County 
Record. She has won multiple de-
sign awards for her work. A native of 
southwest Missouri, Langston said 
she is looking forward to helping the 
Vedette to grow and continue to en-
gage readers. Phil Calian of Lewis 
County Press, who hired Langston for 
the publisher position, said she brings 
an energy level and respect for the 
community similar to DeClue’s.

Camdenton – Mitch Prentice has 
joined the Lake Sun as a reporter and 
photographer, coming to the Lake 

Ozark	area	after	working	as	a	report-
er with the Galesburg Register-Mail;	
the Lake Sun and Register-Mail are 
both GateHouse Media publications.
 An Illinois native, Prentice also has 
experience as a former intern for the 
Chicago Tribune. In addition to jour-
nalism, Prentice is also an avid yo-yo 
enthusiast, having taught and per-
formed at numerous competitions.

Greenfield – James McNary has 
joined the Greenfield Vedette as the 
newspaper’s ar-
ticles editor and 
reporter. He spent 
the	 last	 five	 years	
as a reporter, print-
er and technol-
ogy manager at the 
Lawrence County 
Record in Mt. Ver-
non, as well as two years as copy edi-
tor and reporter for the Greene Coun-
ty Commonwealth of Ash Grove and 
Republic.
 McNary began his journalism ca-
reer as a freshman in high school 
when he launched The Dudenville Ga-
zette, later The Jasper News-Gazette, 
as	a	monthly	newspaper.	From	there	
he became a contributing reporter to 
The Carthage Press, as well as spent 
time over the years with the Aurora 
Advertiser/Marionville Free Press, 
The Sarcoxie Record, Pierce City 
Leader-Journal and Jasper County 
Citizen. He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in agricultural journalism from 
the University of Missouri.

Stan Berry

Missouri Press Association / Missouri Press Service
802 Locust St., Columbia, MO 65201-4888

(573) 449-4167 /  Fax: (573) 874-5894 / www.mopress.com

STAFF
Mark Maassen: Executive Director, mmaassen@socket.net

Matthew Barba: Editor, mbarba@socket.net
Ted Lawrence: Advertising Director, lawrencet@socket.net

Kristie Williams: Member Services, Meeting Planning, kwilliams@socket.net
Marcie Elfrink: Bookkeeping, melfrink@socket.net

Jeremy Patton: Advertising Placement, jpatton@socket.net
Keeley Dority: Media Coordinator, kdority@socket.net

Jean Maneke: Legal Hotline Counselor, jmaneke@manekelaw.com
Helen Headrick: NIE & Education Director, hheadrick@socket.net

Doug Crews: Legislative Director, dcrews@socket.net

ATTENTION
Missouri Press members

Results for the 2018 Better 
Newspaper Contest will not be 
released until late June or early 

July, depending on when 
Illinois Press Association 
members complete their 

judging assignments.

MPA will announce results as 
soon as possible so you can 

make plans to attend the
 Annual Convention 

Sept. 13-15 in St. Louis.
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For information  
about agriculture  
or issues affecting 
rural Missouri call 

573.893.1468.

www.mofb.org

Sources and resources for Missouri newspapers

888-473-3103
sales@ilsw.com   
www.ilsw.com

CIRCULATION
SOFTWARE
NEWSPAPERS

f�

SUBSCRIBER CARE   DELIVERY MANAGEMENT   BUSINESS REPORTING

800.223.1600
service@metro-email.com
metrocreativeconnection.com

Create, Sell,
Profit…Instantly!
A new revenue tool, MiAD Wizard generates targeted
print, online and mobile spec ads in seconds to
close more sales with every appointment.

No training.
No time wasted.
No more tough sells.

Go to
miadwizard.com
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In memory of Kirk Powell and Betty Spaar:
Dave Berry, Melody Bezenek, Doug and Tricia Crews, 

Michael and Brenda Ledbetter, Mark Maassen, 
Claire McCaskill, Bill and Jackie Miller, 

R.B. “Bob” and Patricia Smith, Larry and Jean Snider, 
Gary and Helen Sosniecki, Jim Sterling, 

Dane and Sharene Vernon, Wallace Vernon, 
Mound City News and Gallatin Publishing Company

These individuals and/or organizations made recent contributions to
Missouri Press Foundation. 

1-800-SOCKET-3    www.socket.net.

Always here to help 
with your telecom and 
technology stories.

A portion of your 
registration fees for 
Online	Media	Campus	
webinars	benefits	

Missouri	Press	Foundation.

AP Style Refresher
Thursday, May 17

Presenter 
Ryan Martinez,

GateHouse Media
www.onlinemediacampus.com

Photoshop Tips and Tricks
Thursday, May 24

Presenter 
Russell Viers,

Adobe Certified Instructor
www.onlinemediacampus.com

Miss one of Online Media 
Campus’ great webinars?  

Don’t worry ...  
You can view past webinars at 

onlinemediacampus.com!

Register at
onlinemediacampus.com

High-quality, low-cost web conferences 
that help media professionals develop 

new job skills without leaving their offices.

Are you participating in MPS’ 
statewide networks?

From Ted Lawrence
Missouri Press Service

Is your newspaper among the 80+ 
Missouri Press members that are part 
of	the	Online	Ad	Network?

If not, please take a close look at this 
exciting program, exclusively for MPA 
members.
The	 Online	 Ad	

Network operates 
much like the 
Statewide	 Classified	
Network and the 
Display Ad Networks.

These Networks are vital to the 
operation of the Missouri Press 
Association. The revenues from the 
Networks help provide services to 
our members. The revenues help pay 
for the MPA legal hotline, and they 
help	 support	 MPA’s	 lobbying	 efforts	
defending our industry in the state 
capital.

The benefits from the Online 
Ad Network are huge:

• Additional revenue streams.
• Create credibility for your news- 

paper’s website.
•	Fill	an	online	need.
• Save time and money.

•	Offset	decline	in	print	classifieds.
With	 the	 Online	 Ad	 Network,	 we	

hope to make up some of our decline in 
classified	revenue.	But	we	need	the	help	
of our members.
Once	you	give	us	the	OK,	an	ad	code	

is placed on your newspaper website. 
You	choose	 the	ad	position(s),	and	we	

do all the work. You 
can choose space that 
you haven’t sold, so 
this literally won’t 
cost you anything. We 
create and format the 

ads in various sizes, place the ads on 
your site, and take them down when 
expired. Your reps can sell onto the 
network, and earn high commissions 
for your paper.
Missouri	 Press	 receives	 requests	

from industries such as hospitals, 
trucking, employment, real estate, 
internet and cable, and many others. 
We would appreciate your support of 
our	Online	Ad	Network.
If	 you	 have	 questions,	 or	 would	

like to sign up, please contact Ted 
Lawrence, Advertising Director, or one 
of our Technical Advisors, Tate Mattson 
or	Keeley	Dority,	at	573-449-4167.
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 From Helen Headrick
NIE Coordinator

 Law Day is May 1. This day may not 
be	as	well	known	as	Flag	Day	or	Inde-
pendence Day, but it was designated 
to celebrate how the United States 
uses laws to solve problems 
and to make sure everyone in 
our country is treated fairly. 
Missouri Press has tied Law 
Day and Constitution Day 
together this year, with a se-
ries about the separation of 
powers, authored by the Mis-
souri Bar’s new Director of 
Citizenship Education, Tony 
Simones. Learn more about 
why	it	was	important	to	the	Founding	
Framers	to	create	a	system	of	separa-
tion of powers, using checks and bal-
ance,	in	the	first	article	and	follow	up	
with the next installment in Septem-
ber for Constitution Day. Download 
the	first	piece	at	mo-nie.com	with	the	
code separationofpowers.

• • •
 The window for running the Kali: A 
Polar Bear’s Take closes September 8. 
That’s fairly early in the school year, 
but you can double up chapters or 
even run it during the summer. Par-
ents will be thrilled to have a serial 
story in the newspaper to share with 
their children. If you haven’t pub-
lished this great story yet, download 
it now at mo-nie.com with the code 
kali18.	 Missouri	 Press	 Foundation	
also has many other serial stories to 
entertain readers and reinforce read-
ing skills during the summer months. 
Descriptions may be found at mo-
press.com/nie-serial-stories.

• • •
 Summer means travel, and News-
papers in Education has two great 
sets of features for Missouri vaca-
tions.	 Outdoors	 and	 Vacationing	 in	
Missouri is a two-part series, with the 
download code of travelmo. This se-
ries will guide you on a trip across the 
state, with lots of interesting places 

to visit. The 11-part series, Missouri 
Road Trip, covers our state’s heroes 
and their home towns. Use the code 
moroadtrip.

• • •
 As mentioned in the last magazine 

article, NIE intends to pro-
vide a calendar of newspaper 
activities for each day of the 
school year, from mid-Au-
gust to mid-May. We all want 
and need students to engage 
regularly with their local pa-
pers and these activities are 
designed just for that pur-
pose. Math, social studies, 
science, language arts and 

general newspaper use will be cov-
ered. Teachers can use all or pick and 
choose	to	fulfill	the	needs	of	their	stu-
dents. Look for those ads to be avail-
able in mid to late July. 

• • •
 The NIE Committee met recently 
and our biggest discussion was about 
the next serial story, due to be ready 
for publication by January 1. The 
committee	 has	 had	 requests	 from	
publishers and teachers to develop 
more STEM content so that will be 
the theme of the next serial story. 
STEM means science, technology, 
engineering and math. STEM activi-
ties are designed around opportuni-
ties for students to solve “real world” 
challenges. Look for more about this 
serial story in the coming months.
The committee also chose several ar-
eas we intend to provide new content 
for, based on the number of down-
loads of existing material. Veterans 
Day and Black History Month will 
have new features available for you in 
the coming school year. 
 If you have other areas that you 
would like to see updated or covered, 
please	send	your	ideas	to	hheadrick@
socket.net.
 Watch our social media and check 
the NIE calendar, http://mopress.
com/nie-calendar, for updates.

Helen Headrick

 

CALENDAR

2018

June
14 — Porter Fisher Golf Tournament, 
The Cove at The Lodge of Four Seasons, 
Lake Ozark

15 — MPA/MPS/MPF Board meetings; 
Show Me Press Association Meeting, 
The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark

15 — Republican State Auditor 
Candidates Forum, The Lodge of Four 
Seasons, Lake Ozark

July
12 — Southeast Missouri Press 
Association Meeting, Southeast 
Missouri State University, Cape 
Girardeau

27 — Cardinals vs. Cubs Missouri Press 
Foundation Fundraiser Baseball Game, 
St. Louis

September
1 — UT-Martin at Mizzou Football 
Game, MPA Ticket Tradeout, Columbia

13-15 — MPA’s 152nd Annual 
Convention and Trade Show, Sheraton 
Westport Chalet, St. Louis

October
18 — Photojournalism Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony, University of 
Missouri, Columbia

NIE will focus on STEM 
topics next school year

Still time to use this year’s serial story about Kali
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A good number of Missouri newspaper publishers 

know the value of the Pulse of America readership 

survey. However, we fell short this year of the 

required number of participants needed to receive 

our own state results. But all is not lost. Pulse 

recently released their 2017-18 results, including 

totals for various regions, rather than just for 

individual states. In this year’s report, Missouri 

is joined by Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, 

and North and South Dakota to make up “The 

Plains” region. 

Here are just a few 

examples of how we 

might use this report 

in 2018:

Tired of fake news?  

82% of readers in 

“The Plains” region 

rate their local 

newspaper’s news 

coverage either ‘good’ or ‘excellent’.

Does newspaper advertising work?  65% have 

a member of their household who has purchased 

or sought out more information on a local product 

or service they saw advertised in their local 

newspaper.

Is print dead?  Only 2.7% have a member of their 

household who has NOT read a print publication 

in the past month.

Does anyone look at ads in the newspaper?  

74.9% say they either ‘always’ or ‘frequently’ read 

the retail store ads in their local paper.

The survey also gives percentages of readers 

who are planning to shop for a new or used car 

in the next 12 months; how many will visit an ice 

cream shop; how many are planning to change 

banks; how many will shop at a furniture store, 

etc.

You can name practically any type of business, 

and this survey will tell you what percent of your 

readers are planning to visit. That’s valuable 

information to share with a potential customer.

I point this out for two 

reasons: First, I want you 

to please let me know 

if you have something 

specific you’d like to 

know about newspaper 

readers in “The Plains”, 

and I’ll send the answer 

to you. And second, 

when the opportunity 

comes around again this 

fall, be sure to sign up for your part of this survey. 

(I’ll remind you.) There is no cost to participate, 

and the resulting survey is free too. If enough of 

us do this, we’ll get an exclusive report for the 

state of Missouri. Those numbers will mean even 

more to our potential advertisers. And for those of 

you who try to be associated with Kansas as little 

as possible, having our own report for Missouri 

will be a good thing.

Stock photo

The Pulse of Missouri’s 
Newspaper Readership
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NORTHWEST MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Steve Tinnen, Plattsburg; Vice President, Phil Cobb, Maryville; 
Secretary, Kathy Conger, Bethany; Treasurer, W.C. Farmer, Rock Port. Directors: Past President, Leslie Speckman, Savannah; 
Mike Farmer, Rock Port; Dennis Ellsworth, St. Joseph; Jim McPherson, Weston; Chuck Haney, Chillicothe; Adam Johnson, 
Mound City; and Kay Wilson, Maryville.

SHOW-ME PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Buck Collier, Hermann; Vice President, vacant; Secretary-Treasurer, Sandy 
Nelson, Liberty. Directors: Dennis Warden, Owensville; Carolyn Trower, New London; John Spaar, Odessa; and Bruce 
Wallace, Ashland.

OZARK PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Jamey Honeycutt, The Carthage Press; Vice President, Dan Wehmer, Webster 
County Citizen; Secretary-Treasurer Tricia Chapman, Christian County Headliner-News,Ozark. Directors: Jacob Brower, 
Cassville Democrat; David Burton, University of Missouri Extension, Springfield; Marie Lasater, Licking News; and Matt 
Wright, Lebanon Daily Record; Past-President, Helen Sosniecki, Lebanon.

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION: President, Scott Seal, Porageville; First Vice President, Toby Carrig, Ste. 
Genevieve; Secretary-Treasurer, Michelle Friedrich, Poplar Bluff; Historian-Past President, Peggy Scott, Festus. Directors: 
Kim Combs, Piedmont; Ed Thomason, New Madrid; Gary Rust, Cape Girardeau; Tamara Buck, Cape Girardeau; Anne 
Hayes, Cape Girardeau; Crystal Lyerla, Perryville Republic-Monitor; Dolores Smith, Perryville Republic-Monitor.

MISSOURI ADVERTISING MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION: President, James White, Warsaw; First Vice President, Bryan 
Chester, Columbia; Second Vice President, Deborah Marshall, Columbia; Secretary-Treasurer, Kristie Williams, Columbia. 
Directors: Deb Baker, St. Louis; Kevin Jones, St. Louis; Whitney Livengood, Washington, Sandy Schnurbusch, Perryville; 
Past President, Jacob Warden, Owensville.  

MISSOURI  PRESS  SERVICE: President, Dennis Warden, Owensville; Vice President, Jim Robertson, Columbia; Secretary-
Treasurer, Phil Conger, Bethany. Directors: Joe May, Mexico, Kevin Jones, St. Louis.

MISSOURI  PRESS FOUNDATION,  INC.: President, Vicki Russell, Columbia; First Vice President, Wendell Lenhart, 
Trenton; Second Vice President, Kirk Powell, Pleasant Hill; Secretary-Treasurer, Doug Crews, Columbia. Directors: James 
Sterling, Columbia; Dane Vernon, Eldon; Bill Miller, Sr., Washington; Jean Snider, Harrisonville; Chuck Haney, Chillicothe; 
Dave Berry, Bolivar; Brian Brooks, Columbia; Kathy Conger, Bethany; Paul Stevens, Lenexa; Dalton Wright, Lebanon; Steve 
Ahrens, Jefferson City; David Bradley, St. Joseph., Carol Stark, Joplin. Directors Emeritus: Betty Spaar, Odessa; R.B. “Bob” 
Smith III, Lebanon; Wallace Vernon, Eldon; Rogers Hewitt, Shelbyville.

MISSOURI  COLLEGE  MEDIA ASSOCIATION: President, Katelyn Mary Skaggs, Southeast Missouri State University; 
Vice President, Michelle Sproat, Lindenwood University; Secretary, Denise Elam, University of Central Missouri; 2018 Con-
ference Coordinator, Susan Welch, Lindenwood University; MPA Liaison, Jack Dimond, Missouri State University; Adviser, 
Robert Bergland, Missouri Western State University.

Missouri Newspaper Organizations

 From Missouri Lawyers Weekly
 Joining the ranks of many other esteemed lawyers in Mis-
souri, Jean Maneke was recently recognized by Missouri 
Lawyers Media during the 20th Annual Women’s Justice 
Awards.
 Maneke is Missouri Press Association’s hotline attorney, 
helping members with various industry issues but perhaps 
none so important as those that stem from navigating the 
state’s Sunshine Law. She also writes a monthly column, 
which is published in Missouri Press News and the Bulletin.
 “I’m still a journalist at heart,” Maneke told Missouri Law-
yers Weekly. “Taking the phone calls from reporters all over 
the state gives me the ability to feel like I’m part of the stories 
that	are	developing.	I	get	to	think	about	a	different	subject	ev-
ery	day.	I	learn	a	lot	about	a	lot	of	different	things,	and	every	
days	there’s	a	new	question	that	comes	in	that	I	haven’t	had	
before.”
 The Women’s Justice Awards celebrate and recognize 
women in all facets of the law, including general practitio-

ners, litigators, in-house attorneys, law students, public ser-
vants, and those doing pro-bono work.
 While many in the newspaper industry know Maneke as a 
staple of MPA events, her Kansas City practice deals with a 
wide range of intellectual property issues, including broad-
casters, book publishers, recording artists and photogra-
phers.
 All of the work Maneke does is grounded in a strong belief 
in	the	First	Amendment	and	the	vital	need	for	journalism	in	
our society.
 “Government is good. I really believe people who are elect-
ed have the public’s interest at heart, but there are people 
who don’t. If we didn’t have strong journalists doing their 
jobs,	the	public	would	suffer,”	Maneke	told	MLW.
 Read Missouri Lawyer Weekly’s	 full	 profile	 on	Maneke	
here: https://bit.ly/2rexQpg
 Portions of this report were originally published April 30 
in Missouri Lawyers Weekly’s Women’s Justice Award spe-
cial section.

Jean Maneke receives Women’s Justice Award
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State courts need to reconsider public’s access to documents

“Reporters complain 
that they have not been 

allowed to access 
documents in CaseNet 

the same as they are 
permitted to in PACER, 

the federal electronic 
court system.” 

Within two weeks of the time 
you read this column, the 
Missouri legislature will be 

scheduled for adjournment. It has been 
a memorable session, most notably 
for the turmoil involving the state’s 
Governor and the criminal charges 
made against him. Will the legislature 
decide impeachment proceedings are 
in order before the 
session	ends?	We	all	
are waiting ...
 Meanwhile, those 
of you covering this 
proceeding have 
called the hotline 
about general dif-
ficulties	 you’ve	 en-
countered cover-
ing court matters, 
including	 files	 with	
raised security 
levels and the in-
ability to get cop-
ies of pleadings 
from other courts. 
CaseNet, the state 
court’s	electronic	fil-
ing system, has been 
in place for several 
years but it still has 
bugs to be worked 
out.
 There are admin-
istrative court rules regarding when 
a case should have security levels 
raised	 (see	 various	 subsections	 of	
Supreme	 Court	 Operating	 Rule	 2).	
But that doesn’t mean that reporters 
aren’t having issues with particular 
cases or particular portions of cases 
that in most instances are best ad-
dressed by having direct discussions 
with the local judge. If that discussion 
is not fruitful, reporters may discuss 
this	 further	 with	 the	 Office	 of	 the	
State Courts Administrator or with 
Beth Riggert, communications coun-
sel for the Missouri Supreme Court, 
but know that the general rule is that 
deference is given to the local judge 
on such matters.
 Reporters complain that they have 
not been allowed to access documents 
in CaseNet the same as they are per-
mitted to in PACER, the federal elec-

tronic court system, where they can 
download	pleadings	from	their	office	
computer. They must go to the court-
house, some distance away, to see 
more than the docket entry. They can-
not use a “thumb drive” to download 
a copy of a pleading but must pay for 
a printout. In some cases, where re-
porters have wanted a copy of a plead-

ing in another cir-
cuit, they have been 
told that the local 
circuit cannot print 
out a copy of a case 
pleading from an-
other circuit – that 
the	 request	must	 be	
made to the clerk of 
the distant circuit.
 Why isn’t 
Missouri Press do-
ing something about 
this,	 reporters	 say?	
Often,	 the	 simplest	
solution temporarily 
has been for this of-
fice	to	simply	down-
load and email the 
reporter copies of 
the pleadings that 
are needed. Mean-
while, know that 
Missouri Press has 
been working dili-

gently behind the scenes on this is-
sue. Unfortunately, the solution is not 
proving easy. The most recent corre-
spondence I am aware of came in Au-
gust last year from Betsy Aubuchon, 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, to Joe 
Martineau, attorney at Lewis Rice in 
St. Louis, who has represented Court-
house News Service along with other 
media clients in seeking to shepherd 
the	request	through	the	system.
 He has been unable to accomplish 
this,	despite	his	best	efforts.	The	 let-
ter	from	Ms.	Aubuchon	quoted	then-
Chief Justice Patricia Breckenridge 
telling the Missouri legislature, “...
public access to case records can be 
done only if the security and reliabil-
ity of the courts’ essential operations 
can be guaranteed. And such expan-
sion	of	 the	 system	will	 require	more	
resources than currently available.”

	 In	 short,	more	money	 is	 required.	
Meanwhile,	 the	 public	 now	 finds	 it-
self	 with	 its	 highest	 elected	 official	
facing criminal charges. The public 
has no way of accessing the pleadings 
and	allegations	which	have	been	filed	
against the Governor, the motions 
and responses to those motions seek-
ing to dismiss those charges, and nu-
merous other pleadings in the cases.
 They depend on us, the media, to 
write about the court proceedings in 
a way that provides this information. 
That	is	a	significant	obligation	for	us,	
made even harder because you can-
not	 access	 the	 pleadings	 required	 to	
do your jobs. 
	 NOW	 is	 the	 time	 for	 the	Missouri	
court system to realize that the pub-
lic needs access to court pleadings 
electronically. Why should the public 
have	 such	 difficulty	 in	 being	 able	 to	
read the allegations being made by a 
prosecutor	against	its	state	Governor?	
There are many citizens who would 
like to read for themselves what the 
charges are and what the defense at-
torneys say to the court in their mo-
tions in support of the Governor. But 
such access is not available.
	 For	 that	 reason,	 the	 Press	 Asso-
ciation has taken the unprecedented 
position of providing to its member 
newspapers easy access to the plead-
ings	that	are	on	file	which	are	open	to	
the public. Reporters need this access 
to do their jobs in this critical time in 
the state.
 Just as you stand in the public’s 
place in covering these trials, you 
stand in the public’s shoes in review-
ing and writing about these plead-
ings. Your job is to fully cover this 
event. MPA is pleased it can help to 
make that task easier and hopes the 
day will come when the public, and 
reporters, have full access to such 
documents on their own.
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REGISTER NOW for Show-Me Press on June 15
at Lodge of Four Seasons Resort at Lake of the Ozarks!!!

Call by May 14 for Reservations $125 / Double room or
$135 / King Room Missouri Press Room Rate for June 14

Newsroom &
Political Writing 

Speaker

Scott Swafford,
Reynolds

Show-Me Press Meeting and Missouri Press Events

June 14-15, 2018 | Lodge of Four Seasons
Room Rate: $125 - $135 | Room Deadline May 14 | Call: 888-265-5500

Tentative Schedule of Events

Thursday, June 14

11 a.m. Lunch for Porter Fisher Golf Tournament | The Cove

Noon Porter Fisher Golf Tournament | The Cove at Lodge of Four Seasons | See Separate   

 Form for More Details

7:30 p.m.  MPA/MPS/MPF Board Dinner | Bentley’s Restaurant | 3100 Bagnell Dam Blvd. Lake Ozark

Friday, June 15 | All Events Held at Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark

8-11:30 a.m.  MPA/MPS Board Meeting

11:45 a.m.  Missouri Press Foundation Board Lunch and Meeting

10 -11:30 a.m It’s All in the Details: How Thorough Reporting Helps Good News Stories Write

 Themselves | Scott Swafford

11:30 a.m. – Noon | Local Election Reporting: How Community Journalists Can Help Their Audiences  

 Make Good Decisions at the Polls | Scott Swafford

12-1:00 p.m.  Show-Me Press Luncheon Program with Missouri School of Journalism Newspaper   

 Interns and Hosts

1-2:00 p.m. Republican State Auditor Candidates Forum | Moderated by Carol Stark,

 MPA President  and Joplin Globe Editor

Registration Fee $40.00/person including lunch prior to June 1 | $50.00/person after June 1 deadline

Company:      Address:

Phone:       email:

Name(s) of Attendee(s):

Please send registration and payment to Show-Me Press Treasurer Sandy Nelson | sandy.nelson@npgco.com
The Courier-Tribune | 104 N Main | Liberty MO 64068 | Office: 816-454-9660 • Fax: 816-414-3340
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The newly revived Westport Plaza area is easty to get to; 
has tons of specialty shopping, dining and entertainment 
options; and free / easy parking right outside the hotel!


