'Public' meetings may be going
electronic, but you still have access
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of elected members (but not the
legislature) to take any roll call vote
both of members present and of
members who are participating by
videoconferencing.
If it is necessary to take votes by
roll call in an emergency meeting, if
a quorum is physically present and
fewer than a quorum participating
by telephone, facsimile, internet, or
other voice or electronic means, the
body needs to put the reason for the
emergency in the minutes (just like
when an emergency meeting is held
without proper notice). Under those
circumstances, all members may vote
whether or not attending in person.
Section 610.020 says if a meeting
is to be held by telephone or other
electronic means, the notice needs to
indicate the “mode” of the meeting
and “the designated location where
the public may observe and attend the
meeting.” Given that the mode is likely
to be a video meeting, the public body is
required to “post a notice of the meeting
on its website in addition to its principal
office and shall notify the public how to
access that meeting.”
It will be a challenge for some lesssophisticated public bodies to meet
these requirements, but tools like
“Facebook meetings” are becoming
commonplace, so the technology is
there. House Bill 2725 did mandate that
public bodies allow the media to attend
in person. If a member of the media
is having problems getting physical
access, I’d mention that to the body.
One final note: The Attorney
General’s website under “News and
Updates” an announcement giving
public bodies guidance in responding to
open records requests. It’s worth a read.
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