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I am writing this column on what was 
supposed to be convention week. It 
is normally time for me to break out 

the suits and sport jackets I wear half a 
dozen times a year. This year many will 
not ever be worn.

This also means I won’t spend a 
couple hours 
searching for 
dress shoes or 
socks that fit and 
match. The dry 
cleaner down the 
road won’t get my 
usual September 
business. But I 
will have a few 
extra dollars in 
my pocket at the 
end of the month. 

The convention 
was going to be 
great. It always is.

It's a time to 
get together and 
learn how others 
are handling 
problems and 
what is working 
well. The Hall 
of Fame banquet, contest awards 
ceremony, and gubernatorial debate 
were going to be highlights. The awards 
ceremony was virtual.

The press association's gubernatorial 
debate didn't happen, even though it 
was expected to when I first submitted 
this column.

In the week that followed between 
submitting the column to Matt and the 
forum, the governor tested positive for 

coronavirus.
Mark and staff 

worked hard to 
get the debate 
ready. The plan 
at this time is 
to reschedule it 
but who knows 
what will happen 
between these 
edits and when 
this magazine 
goes to print.

If a rescheduled 
forum takes place, 
you will have the 
opportunity to 
stream it on your 
websites, while 
the candidates will 
likely still be at the 
Missouri Theatre 
in Columbia with 

very limited access. 
This forum was also supposed to be 

on live television with Missouri Press’ 
logo at the bottom of the screen. I hope 

our member newspapers get some 
web traffic numbers from this event, 
whenever it takes place.

This year forced us to find new 
avenues, and it may have uncovered 
a new way to do debates that helps 
newspaper websites gain traffic and 
benefits our member newspapers. 

At times this year it has been hard to 
find the positive in what has happened, 
but it is there. This year we have 
benefited from being able to stay close 
to home. Many of us have figured out 
how to work from home, getting rid of 
the commute.

* * *
National Newspaper Association’s 

convention (Oct. 1-3) price dropped 
dramatically with no airfare or hotel 
stay. I’ll let you know how I liked the 
virtual conference. I would rather be 
in Jacksonville at the conference, but 
there could be an upside.

* * *
The election is coming. Take care 

and stay healthy.

“This year forced us 
to find new avenues, 

and it may have 
uncovered a new 

way to do debates 
that helps newspaper 

websites gain 
traffic.”
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St. Louis — The Webster-
Kirkwood Times, which stopped 
printing earlier this year amid the 
coronavirus pandemic but continued 
to publish on its website, is under new 
management. A group of employees, 
including Randy Drilingas, Jaime 
Mowers and Kent Tentschert 
purchased the newspaper from 
longtime publisher Dwight Bitikofer, 
one of the newspaper’s original 
founders in 1978. Bitikofer plans to 
retire.

The new management group 
planned to resume printing the 
newspaper beginning Sept. 25. The 
new owners said they were compelled 
to bring the paper back in print after 

the Times received repeated requests 
to see the newspaper in print again.

Drilingas, who has been the creative 
director and IT specialist at the Times 
since 1999, will now be the publisher. 
Mowers, who grew up in Webster 
Groves and has spent more than half 
of her 16-year career in journalism as 
a reporter for the Times, will now be 
the editor-in-chief.

Kent Tentschert has been the 
classified ads manager and a film 
critic at the Times for the past 24 
years. He will continue to head the 
classified ads department and assume 
several other roles, including general 
manager duties. His brother, Eric 
Tentschert, is a silent partner but 

will not be involved in day-to-day 
operations.

Don Corrigan, the paper’s longtime 
editor-in-chief, will now be editor 
emeritus and plans to continue writing 
columns and stories. Kevin Murphy, 
one of the Times’ first employees, will 
remain the managing editor.

Washington — Ethan Colbert was named the new 
editor of the Missourian in mid-September, replacing 
Patricia Miller, who will continue 
in her role as executive editor and 
publisher. Most recently, Colbert was 
the Reader Interest Reporter at the 
Quincy, Ill. Herald-Whig, a Missouri 
Press Association member. From 2015, 
when he graduated from the University 
of Missouri School of Journalism until 
2018, he was editor of his hometown 
Bowling Green Times, during which time the newspaper 
earned several awards for its coverage of the community.

Colbert has also worked as a reporter at the Cedar 
County Republican, Buffalo Reflex, Jefferson City News 
Tribune and Columbia Missourian. In 2018, he was 
named by MPA as an Outstanding Young Journalist.

St. Louis — Rebecca Rivas, reporter and video producer, 
is leaving the St. Louis American after 
11 years to join an as-yet-unnamed 
nonprofit news site focused on Missouri 
politics and government. Rivas will 
be writing investigative and in-depth 
articles on criminal justice, civil rights 
and immigration. She has received many 
awards for her previous work, including 

the American’s Salute to Excellence videos, and she says 
she is looking forward to continuing to investigate racial 
equity and inclusion on a statewide level.

The new site will be the 19th in the States Newsroom 
network that is dedicated to filling a void in often under-
reported news on state government and policy. Articles 
will cover a wide array of topics important to the state and 
will be free for newspapers to reprint with attribution.

Columbia — Rudi Keller, news editor of the Columbia 
Daily Tribune, is set to join a nonprofit news site focused 
on Missouri politics and government, 
where he will cover the state budget and 
energy. He joined the Tribune shortly 
after graduating from the Missouri 
School of Journalism in 1986 and became 
the newspaper’s state government and 
politics reporter until 1999. Following 
that first stint, Keller also worked at 
the Albuquerque, N.M. Journal and the 
Southeast Missourian in Cape Girardeau.

He returned to the Tribune in 2010 and resumed his 
duties as state government and politics reporter. In 
October 2018, he was promoted to news editor at the 
Tribune. He also has written two books in an anthology 
about life during the Civil War in Boone County and 
surrounding areas.

1-800-SOCKET-3    www.socket.net.

Always here to help 
with your telecom and 
technology stories.

Send news about your newspaper to 
mbarba@mopress.com
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Raymond Erwin Lloyd, 88, of Lilbourn died Sept. 14, 
2020, at New Madrid Living Center. He was owner-editor 
for SEMO News in Lilbourn and the Portageville Review. 
In the 1990s, he combined the two newspapers to form the 
Portageville Missourian News, where he continued to work 
until 2002.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two sons, David 
and Derek; one grandchild; and many more family and 
friends.

Lilbourn

Erwin Lloyd

Send obituaries for 
members of the 

newspaper industry to
mbarba@mopress.com 

to be included in 
Missouri Press News
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Mark Maassen of Columbia, Mo.

There are no bondholders, mortgagees, or other security holders of any 
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Total number of copies printed during the preceding 12 months averaged 
506, and 496 were printed for September 2020, the issue nearest filing date.

No copies were sold through dealers, carriers or vendors during the year. 
Paid or requested mail subscriptions averaged 481 with 471 in September.

No copies were distributed free each month through the mail. Free 
distribution outside the mail was 10 each month. Total distribution 
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I certify all information furnished is true and complete.

— Matthew Barba

Statement of ownershipPublic notice 
website needs to 
be maintained
Due to staffing changes and 

COVID-19, many of our members have 
stopped uploading on the Missouri 
Public Notices site at: https://www.
mopublicnotices.com/ We ask that if 
you are not already doing so, to start 
uploading your public notice ads now. 
It may be easier to have Missouri Press 
Association have your newspapers’ 
notices uploaded for you at $.25 each 
per run date.

To help protect public notices 
appearing in printed newspapers, we 
NEED every member newspaper to be 
uploading ALL public notices to the 
new website.

If you need to resume uploading, 
contact Ted Lawrence at tlawrence@
mopress.com. If your newspaper has 
never uploaded or needs training and 
setup, please contact Kristie Fortier at 
kfortier@mopress.com

http://www.mopress.com


Congratulations to Missouri Press' 2020 
Better Newspaper Contest winners!

From Missouri Press Staff
Missouri Press News

Weeklies
General Excellence Class 1

Cassville Democrat
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader

Maries County Advocate
Mound City News

General Excellence Class 2
Laclede County Record - Staff

Maryville Forum - Staff
Ozark | Christian County 

Headliner News - Rance Burger, 
Pat Dailey, Sydni Moore, 

Leah Greenwood, Keith Hansen
Houston Herald - Staff

General Excellence Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - 

Erik Siemers
St. Louis American - Staff

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 

Staff
Best Overall Design Class 1
Maries County Advocate - Staff

Cassville Democrat - Staff
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Best Overall Design Class 2

Laclede County Record - 
Fines Massey, Shawna Bradley

Maryville Forum - Staff
Houston Herald - Staff 
Richmond News - Staff

Best Overall Design Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - 

Michael Behrens, Erik Siemers
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 

Ryan O'Shea
St. Louis American - Mike Terhaar, 

Melvin Moore
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff

Best Front Page Class 1 & 2
Laclede County Record - 

Fines Massey, Shawna Bradley
Houston Herald - Jeff McNiell

Montgomery  Standard - Tim Schmidt
Maryville Forum - Staff

Best Front Page Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - 

Michael Behrens, Erik Siemers
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 

Ryan O'Shea
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Peggy  Scott, Leader Staff
St. Louis American - Mike Terhaar

Best Breaking News Story Class 1
Maries County Advocate - 

Roxie Murphy
Maries County Advocate - 

Roxie Murphy, Dave Marner
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Best Breaking News Story Class 2

Richmond News - Teresa Shaw
Maryville Forum - Skye Pournazari

Odessa Odessan - Hannah Spaar

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Marshfield Mail - Karen Craigo
Best Breaking News Story Class 3

St. Louis American
St. Louis Call Newspapers - 

Gloria Lloyd
St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
Washington Missourian, Weekend

Best News Story Class 1
Maries County Advocate - 

Roxie Murphy
Mound City News - Dennis Sharkey

Grandview Jackson County Advocate 
- Mary Wilson

Mound City News - Dennis Sharkey
Best News Story Class 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican 
- Roxie Murphy

Houston Herald - Jeff McNiell, 
Brad Gentry

Odessa Odessan - Hannah Spaar
Best News Story Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - 

Nathan Rubbelke
St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 

Jessica Shumaker
St. Louis American - Kenya Vaughn

On the cover
The 2020 Photo of the Year is 
Tammy Ljungblad's capture 

for The Kansas City Star of the 
aftermath of a late May 2019 
tornado that caused severe 
damage in Jefferson City. 
Judges said of the picture, 

"Classic spot news image with 
good composition to show the 
scope of the destruction and 
the emotional reaction to it."

Dilip Vishwanat and the St. Louis Business Journal took first in Best Feature 
Photograph for this shot of a local businessman paired with a feature story about 
a new business venture. (Submitted photo)

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!



Best Feature Story Class 1
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett
Mound City News - Dennis Sharkey
South Cass Tribune - Dennis Minich

Best Feature Story Class 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Maryville Forum - Geoffrey Woehlk

Montgomery  Standard - 
Megan Gearhart

Best Feature Story Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - 

Lea Konczal
Kansas City Northeast News - 

Elizabeth Orosco
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Laura  Marlow
Best News or Feature Series 

Class 1
Mansfield Mirror-Republican - 

Paul Cecchini 
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett, 

Melonie Roberts
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Maries County Advocate - 

Laura Schiermeier
Best News or Feature Series 

Class 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Springfield Business Journal - Staff

Perryville Perry County 

Republic-Monitor - Robert Cox
Maryville Forum - Skye Pournazari, 

Geoffrey Woehlk
Best News or Feature Series 

Class 3
St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas

St. Louis Call Newspapers - 
Gloria Lloyd

St. Louis Business Journal - Jacob Kirn
Tilghman Cloud Memorial 

Editorial Class 1
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
South Cass Tribune - 

Linda Thompson
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Tilghman Cloud Memorial 

Editorial Class 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Ava Douglas County Herald - 

Michael Boyink
Odessa Odessan - Hannah Spaar

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican 
- Staff 

Tilghman Cloud Memorial 
Editorial Class 3

Washington Missourian, Wednesday 
- Staff

St. Louis Call Newspapers - 
Gloria Lloyd

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff
St. Louis American - 

St. Louis American Editorial Board 
Best Columnist - Humorous 

Classes 1 & 2
Maryville Forum - Jason Offutt

South Cass Tribune - Dennis Minich
Perryville Perry County 

Republic-Monitor - Robert Cox
Best Columnist - Humorous 

Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Katelyn Mary Skaggs
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Peggy Bess
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Kevin Carbery
St. Louis American - Delores Shante, 

Kenya Vaughn
Best Columnist - Serious Class 1

Seymour Webster County Citizen - 
Dan Wehmer

Maries County Advocate - 
Dennis Warden

Grandview Jackson County Advocate 
- Mary Wilson

Best Columnist - Serious Class 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Ozark | Christian County 

Headliner News - Rance Burger
Marshfield Mail - Karen Craigo

Houston Herald - Doug Davison
Best Columnist - Serious Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Peggy Bess

St. Louis American - Mike Jones
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Gordon Bess
St. Louis American - Dorothy Dempsey

Best News Photograph Class 1
Maries County Advocate - 

Jacob  Warden
Maries County Advocate - 

Dave Marner
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman
Best News Photograph Class 2
Maryville Forum - Skye Pournazari

Laclede County Record - Chris Roden
Maryville Forum - Skye Pournazari

Richmond News - Teresa Shaw
Best News Photograph Class 3

St. Louis American - Wiley Price
St. Louis American - Wiley Price

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 
Scott Lauck

Washington Missourian, Weekend - 
Monte Miller

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Chad Hayworth and the Newton County News took first in Best Feature Photo-
graph for mid-size weeklies with this shot full of excitement. (Submitted photo)



Best Feature Photograph Class 1
Van Buren The Current Local - Mike Grassham
Van Buren The Current Local - Mike Grassham

Maries County Advocate - Jacob  Warden
Maries County Advocate - Jacob  Warden

Best Feature Photograph Class 2
Neosho Newton County News - Chad Hayworth

Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor - Robert Cox
Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican - Dave Marner

Neosho Newton County News - Chad Hayworth
Best Feature Photograph Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal - Dilip Vishwanat
St. Louis American - Wiley Price

St. Louis American - Lawrence Bryant
Washington Missourian, Wednesday - Jeanne Miller Wood

Best Sports Photograph Class 1
Cassville Democrat - Jared Lankford

Van Buren The Current Local - Mike Grassham
Van Buren The Current Local - Mike Grassham

Seymour Webster County Citizen - Rhonda Henderson
Best Sports Photograph Class 2

Neosho Newton County News - Rob Wright
Linn Unterrified Democrat - Neal Johnson
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Odessa Odessan - Kory Hales
Best Sports Photograph Class 3

Washington Missourian, Wednesday - Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Arron Hustead

Washington Missourian, Weekend - Bill Battle
Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 1

Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - Brett Adkison
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - Kate Black
Van Buren The Current Local - Mike Grassham

Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman
Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 2

Odessa Odessan - Kory Hales
Linn Unterrified Democrat - Neal Johnson

Odessa Odessan - Hannah Spaar
Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor - Robert Cox

Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 3
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Bill Battle

Washington Missourian, Wednesday - Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Arron Hustead

St. Louis American - Wiley Price
Best Photo Illustration Classes 1 & 2

Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Mountain Grove News-Journal - 

Cayleb  Thomas, Beth Chism
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman
Best Photo Illustration Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens
St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens

Kansas City Northeast News - 
Bryan Stalder, Elizabeth Orosco

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - Ryan O'Shea
Best Photo Package Class 1

Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman
Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman

Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett, Kyle Troutman
Best Photo Package Class 2

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican - Dave Marner, 
Dennis Warden

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican - Dave Marner
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican - Dave Marner
Best Photo Package Class 3

St. Louis American - Mike Terhaar, Wiley Price
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Staff
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Staff

St. Louis American - Mike Terhaar, Wiley Price, 
Cathy Sewell

Community Service Classes 1 & 2
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Houston Herald - Brad Gentry
Laclede County Record - Fines Massey, Steve Smith, 

Chris Roden, Jennifer Early, Shawna Bradley
Cassville Democrat - Staff 

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!
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Salute to Excellence in 
Education gala is Saturday

91 years serving, empowering and advocating equity in St. Louis

By Sandra Jordan
Of The St. Louis American

Norman R. Seay, a longtime civil rights leader, 
educator and advocate for Alzheimer’s disease 
research, passed away Tuesday, September 17, 
2019 in St. Louis. He was 87.

“He was a true warrior for freedom, equality 
and civil rights whom I stood with many times as 

we confronted the bigotry and 
oppression of segregation in 
St. Louis,” said William (Bill) 
Clay, retired U.S. congress-
man. “He was a true hero in 
this community who suffered 
and sacrificed much for the 
cause of civil rights and equal 
opportunity.”  

Seay was a high school 
student in 1948 when 
he helped organize the 
Committee of Racial Equality, 
which ultimately became the 
St. Louis arm of CORE, the 
Congress of Racial Equality. 

In 1963, Seay helped lead the protest at Jefferson 
Bank & Trust Co., which refused to hire African 
Americans for white-collar positions. Seay spent 

three months in jail 
for participating in 
those protests that 
resulted in jobs for 
African Americans 
in St. Louis banks 
and financial insti-
tutions.

“Whatever task 
Norman would 
volunteer for, he 

would be highly organized, timely, and profes-
sional,” said St. Louis civil rights icon Percy 
Green II.

Because of Seay, St. Louis is credited with 
being one of the first cities to commemorate the 
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
a municipal holiday. In 1970, two years after Dr. 
King’s death, Seay organized the MLK Holiday 

See CITY GARDEN, A6

By William (Bill) Clay
For The St. Louis American

 
The recent demise of Norman R. Seay is 

another great loss to our communities’ legendary 
civil rights leadership team. He 
was a true warrior for freedom, 
equality and civil rights whom 
I stood with many times as 
we confronted the bigotry and 
oppression of segregation in St. 
Louis. He was a true hero in this 
community who suffered and 
sacrificed much for the cause of 
civil rights and equal opportunity.  

Norman was an icon in the 
struggle for equality and fair 

play. He earned his induction into the decency 
Hall of Fame in the struggle to bring equality 
of opportunity to individuals and groups long 
marginalized in their efforts to achieve basic 

Bill Clay 
reflects on 
passing of 

Norman Seay

By Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis American

City Garden Montessori, located in the 
Shaw neighborhood, is a preK-8 charter 
school committed to anti-biased, anti-racist 
(ABAR) practices. Finding Montessori-
trained teachers is a national problem in 
general, said Christie Huck, executive 

City Garden Montessori 
to train anti-racist teachers

See MOTHERS, A7

By Kenya Vaughn 
Of The St. Louis American

 
Three pieces of white poster board gave 

perspective to the alarming rate in which our 
region’s children are being tragically lost.

After the crowd of nearly 300 marched 
through Fairgrounds Park on Saturday, 
September 14 for the Mother’s March to 
End Gun Violence,  volunteers prepared to 
individually recognize the children who have 
died as a result of gun violence in 2019. 
Organizers pointed out why a few of the signs 
were different than the others.

Cbabi Bayoc donated his time and talent 
by drawing the majority of the children’s 
names in poster-sized graffiti art. But Marty 
K. Casey and Mariah Richardson had to 
add their own artwork to include the three 
additional young people that were killed after 
he sent his posters to them for the march.

The majority of the program following 
the march consisted of Cori Bush reading 
the names of the 24 deceased children – who 

‘Our children 
deserve our rage’

Mothers mourn youth lost to 
gun violence, issue call to action

See SEAY, A7

Norman 
R. Seay 

passes at 87
Civil rights leader, 

educator, Alzheimer’s 
research advocate 

See CLAY, A6

‘He was a true warrior for 
freedom, equality and civil rights’

Norman R. 
Seay

ranged in age from toddler to teens – followed 
by the ringing of a bell.

The last of the names to be called was 
Clifford Swan III. His name was one of 
the three written on white poster board. 
The 13-year-old was killed on Thursday, 
September 12. When Cori Bush read his 
name, there was a wail from the crowd that 
caused a chain reaction of raw emotion. That 
initial cry came from Swan’s mother, Trina 
Houshmand.

Cathy Daniels comforted Pashance Harrell, 14, a student at Hazelwood Northwest Middle School, during remarks at the 
Mother’s March Against Gun Violence rally in Fairgrounds Park on September 14.

Photo by Wiley Price

n “I’m a pastor. I’m not talking 
anything I’m not willing to do. What 
if we came together and provided 
safe spaces?” 
– Rev. Traci Blackmon

n “Norman R. Seay 
and St. Louis civil 
rights will forever be 
synonymous.” 
– Virvus Jones

February 18, 1932 – 
September 17, 2019

William 
(Bill) Clay

‘The inequity in our region is literally killing our children’
director City Garden Montessori. 

“Then when you add in our ABAR 
commitment and our deep commitment to 
equity, there just really are not training centers 
that prepare teachers to do Montessori in the 
public sector with an equity lens,” Huck said. 
“We are part of a national movement of folks 
trying to do this work, and there’s a deep need 
nationally.” 

This summer, City Garden will launch 
its own training institute to prepare teachers 
to lead anti-biased, anti-racist Montessori 
classrooms in St. Louis and across the nation. 

The first pilot cohort of 15 to 25 
participants will be about half City Garden 
teachers. The other half will mostly likely be 

Photo by Wiley Price
Trina Houshmand, the mother of gun 
violence victim Clifford Swan III, was 
comforted after speaking during the 
Mothers March To End Gun Violence in 
Fairgrounds Park on September 14.

Rob Wright made the saving shot to secure first place Best 
Sports Photograph for the Newton County News.

The St. Louis American's Wiley Price brought home first 
place in Best News Photograph for large weeklies with the 
emotion captured in this shot. (Submitted photos)



Community Service Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Chris Stuckenschneider
Kansas City Northeast News - 

Michael Bushnell
Best Editorial Pages Classes 1 & 2

Ozark | Christian County 
Headliner News - Staff 

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Seymour Webster County Citizen - 
Dan Wehmer

Maryville Forum - Staff
Best Editorial Pages Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Peggy Bess, Leader Staff
Washington Missourian, Wednesday - 

Bill Miller Sr., Missourian Staff
St. Louis American - 

St. Louis American Editorial Board
St. Louis Call Newspapers - 

Gloria Lloyd
Best Sports Pages Class 1

Seymour Webster County Citizen 
- Dan Wehmer, Anna Sturdefant, 

Rhonda Henderson
Cassville Democrat - Staff 

Maries County Advocate - Staff
Best Sports Pages Classes 2 & 3
Ozark | Christian County Headliner 

News - Pat Dailey
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Maryville Forum - Staff

Washington Missourian, Wednesday 
- Bill Battle, Arron Hustead

Best Sports News Story Class 1
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - 

Brett Adkison
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - 

Brett Adkison
Seymour Webster County Citizen 
- Dan Wehmer, Anna Sturdefant, 

Rhonda Henderson
Seymour Webster County Citizen 
- Dan Wehmer, Anna Sturdefant, 

Rhonda Henderson
Best Sports News Story Class 2

Odessa Odessan - Joe Spaar, 
Hannah Spaar, Kory Hales

Houston Herald - Jeff McNiell
Ozark | Christian County Headliner 

News - Rance Burger
Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican 

- Will Johnson
Best Sports News Story Class 3

Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Bill Battle
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Bill Battle, Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Bill Battle
St. Louis Call Newspapers - 

Gloria Lloyd, Stephen Glover, 
Larry Saylor, Deborah Baker

Best Sports Feature Story Class 1
Cassville Democrat - Jared Privett

South Cass Tribune - Dennis Minich
Cassville Democrat - Jared Lankford
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Best Sports Feature Story Class 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Linn Unterrified Democrat - HB Dodds
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

California Democrat - 
Austin Hornbostel

Best Sports Feature Story Class 3
St. Louis American - Kenya Vaughn
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Gordon Bess
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Bill Battle
Washington Missourian, Weekend - 

Arron Hustead

Best Sports Columnist
Classes 1 & 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News - Shawn Roney
Cassville Democrat - Jared Lankford

Maryville Forum - Jon Dykstra
Best Sports Columnist Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Russell Korando
St. Louis American - Alvin Reid

St. Louis American - Earl Austin Jr.
Best News or Feature Special 

Section Class 1
Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman

Seymour Webster County Citizen 
- Dan Wehmer, Anna Sturdefant, 

Beverly Hannum
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - 

Brett Adkison, Autumn Barnett
Canton Press-News Journal - 

Rita Cox, Karin Althoff, Paula Bichsel
Best News or Feature Special 

Section Class 2
Houston Herald - Staff 
Maryville Forum - Staff

Laclede County Record - 
Fines Massey, Shawna Bradley,

 Jennifer Early, Beth Chism
Eldon Advertiser - 

Tammy  Witherspoon, Tim Flora, 
Tommy Collins

Best News or Feature Special 
Section Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal - 
Erik Siemers, Staff 

St. Louis Business Journal - 
Erik Siemers

St. Louis Business Journal - Nathan 
Rubbelke, Michael Behrens, Staff 
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Laura  Marlow, Peggy Scott, Staff 

Best Investigative Reporting 
Class 1

Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman
Edina Sentinel - Echo Menges
Salem News - Andrew Sheeley

Best Investigative Reporting 
Class 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Laclede County Record - Chris Roden
Best Investigative Reporting 

Class 3
Kansas City Northeast News - 

Elizabeth Orosco

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Football Wildcats Set to 
Hold Midnight Scrimmage
By Bill Battle
Missourian Sports Editor

Heat should be no prob-
lem for Union’s first football 
scrimmage.

That’s because Justin 
Grahl’s team is slated to 
play Saturday just past 
midnight. The annual first 
scrimmage of the season 
comes on the first allowable 
day for full pads. 

It’s a tradition which the 
team has done for several 
years and will continue this 
season.

Grahl is in his first year 
as the team’s head coach, 
but he’s not new to the pro-
gram. The defensive coordi-
nator, Grahl was elevated 
last spring when Erick Web-
ster accepted an assistant 
coaching position at Francis 
Howell Central.

Grahl is the school’s ninth 
football head coach.

Most of Union’s returning 
depth is on the offensive side 
of the ball, where quarter-
back Derek Hulsey, running 
back Matt Bray, receivers 
Peyton Burke, Joey Sullivan 
and Christophe Poinsett 
and linemen Colton Duvall 
and Connor Ward as being 
players to watch offensively.

Union graduated Four 
Rivers Conference defensive 
player of the year Demetri-
us Clark and hard hitting 
linebacker Haiden Meyer 
among others defensively 
and is looking for players to 
make an impact.

Experience should be a 
key factor as the team has 
19 seniors. 

After Saturday’s scrim-
mage, Union plays in the 
Rolla Jamboree next Friday, 
Aug. 23. Union will play 
Rolla, Waynesville and Cap-
ital City in the event which 
starts at 6:30 p.m.

Capital City is the new 
high school in Jefferson City.

The Wildcats open the 
season at home against 
Farmington Friday, Aug. 30, 
at Stierberger Stadium.

After a Week 2 game at 
St. Francis Borgia Regional, 
Union opens defense of its 
Four Rivers Conference title 
at Sullivan in Week 3.

Boys Soccer
Head Coach Josh Wide-

man was pleased with the 
turnout for the opening day 
at Stierberger Stadium.

“We had 28 report to the 
first practice but we have 
at least two more kids who 
will be joining us this week,” 
Wideman said. 

The numbers are good 
enough that Union will be 
able to field varsity and ju-
nior varsity teams. All will 
be kept with team assign-
ments being made Friday.

Wideman said the team 
is working on conditioning 
right now as well as ball 
skill drills.

“We are not in the shape 
that I would have liked but 
that is the reason for a pre-
season,” Wideman said. “We 
will be working on individu-
al fitness this week and next 
week be working on the tac-
tical side of the game.”

Union’s first action will 
come Friday, Aug. 23, dur-
ing the annual Red and 
Black Game at Stierberger 
Stadium. Kickoff is set for 5 
p.m.

Union plays in the Rock-
wood Summit Jamboree 
Saturday, Aug. 24. Union 
will play its games on the 
lower grass field starting at 
9:35 a.m. Other schools in 
Union’s portion of the jam-
boree are Ritenour, Lind-
bergh and Vianney.

Volleyball
Kelli Bailey’s team went 

through cuts early in the 
week. Of the 27 players who 
came out for the team, 25 
were kept.

Four starters return this 
season with Maddie Helling, 
Natalie Voss, Hallie Brown 
and Deseray Washington 
heading this year’s team.

Helling and Voss are set-
ter-hitters. Brown is a libe-
ro-defensive specialist while 
Washington plays middle 
hitter.

Union is looking to im-
prove on last year’s 6-25-1 
record.

Bailey indicated focus 
and stamina are important 
things the team is working 
on in the preseason.

“We need to be able to 
play and win three full 
sets,” said Bailey. “We would 
split a lot last year and we 
just couldn’t finish. The 
girls stamina and tenacity 
this year should be where 
it needs to in order for us to 
come out with a win rather 
than a ‘close, but not close 
enough’ outcome.”

Softball
Union’s softball Lady 

’Cats held their annual lock-
in event Thursday night into 
Friday and will have team 
photos Friday afternoon.

Tiffany Poggas’ team will 
work the Alumnae Game 
Saturday. 

The annual event is 
scheduled for 11 a.m. at 
Wildcat Ballpark and gives 
the current players the 
chance to interact with past 
players.

The current Union play-
ers usually work at the 
event, handling tasks like 
umpiring and working the 
pitching machine.

No updates for this edi-
tion were received from 
cross country or girls golf 
programs.
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Bailey Explains
Union volleyball Head Coach Kelli Bailey explains defensive fundamentals with a 

prospective player Tuesday during the team’s practice. Union trimmed down its roster 
by two players during cuts at the end of the practice.      Missourian Photo/Bill Battle.

for the first time this season. 
Pacific was the last football 
school in the Four Rivers 
Conference to install artifi-
cial turf.

Union has its annual 
Alumnae Softball Game 
Saturday at Wildcat Ball-
park starting at 11 a.m. In 
recent years, it’s been even-
year graduates playing 
those from odd years. 

The contest normally is 
done with a pitching ma-
chine.

Union boys soccer will 
hold the Red/Black game, 
an intrasquad scrimmage, 
Friday, Aug. 23, at 5 p.m. 
The match will be played at 
Stierberger Stadium.

Jamboree events will be 
held late next week into the 
following week. First games 
are scheduled around Aug. 
30.

Another big day for local 
high school sports teams is 

and a Corn Hole Tourna-
ment.

Competition starts Satur-
day at 9 a.m. for men, wom-
en and seniors with matches 
continuing throughout the 
day. Action resumes Sunday 
at 9 a.m. and runs through 
its conclusion.

Curt Rettke is the event 
chairman and Kyle Mantle 
is the co-chairman for this 
year’s event.

State
• Continued from Page 1C

Friday, Aug. 23, when MSH-
SAA releases classifications 
and district assignments for 
football, girls golf, boys soc-
cer, softball, boys swimming 
and volleyball. According 
to MSHSAA, cross country 
classes and districts will be 
released Sept. 13.

Scrimmages • Continued from Page 1C

Football Knights to Hold 
Scrimmage Saturday Morning
By Bill Battle
Missourian Sports Editor

How do the St. Francis 
Borgia Regional football 
Knights look so far?

Fans can find out Satur-
day morning when the team 
holds its annual Pack the 
Hill event starting at 8 a.m.

The annual scrimmage 
will give fans the chance 
to see how the team has 
progressed in the opening 
week. Saturday marks the 
first day the team can be in 
full pads.

Dale Gildehaus and his 
team have been working 
through the hot afternoons 
this week to prepare for ma-
jor milestones. The Satur-
day event is the first one.

Borgia was hit hard by 
graduation over the past two 
seasons and competition for 
starting spots is expected to 

be close among many play-
ers.

Gildehaus feels the offen-
sive line will be a key to how 
Borgia does offensively. The 
Knights have Mitchell Gild-
ehaus, Will Poepsel and Vin-
ny Fortner returning with 
experience. Mitchell Gild-
ehaus made a verbal com-
mitment to the University of 
Memphis over the summer.

Girls Golf
The golf Lady Knights 

have 18 prospective play-
ers out this season and the 
team has been practicing 
mainly at Franklin County 
Country Club.

Of the players who came 

out, seven are seniors, three 
are juniors, four are sopho-
mores and four are fresh-
men. Head Coach Michael 
Pelster reported all will be 
kept.

The team worked through 
the heat of the early part of 
the week.

“Even though it was very 
hot on Monday, our girls 
were able to get a lot accom-
plished on Day 1,” Pelster 
said. “We really work on 
the short game the first few 
days of the season.”

Senior Cailey Foss, who 
was a sectional qualifier as a 
sophomore, is a top returner 
along with Kennedy Lange.

St. Clair’s Six Programs 
Prepare for Fall Season
By Arron Hustead
Missourian Sports Writer

The official fall preseason 
has reached the halfway 
point.

Fall sports programs at 
St. Clair are reporting mini-
mal cuts if any.

On the gridiron, Athletic 
Director and Head Coach 
Brian Robbins reports ap-
proximately 30 players out 
for his squad this season, 
including 10 players back 
from last season’s varsity 
unit that went 9-2.

“We’ve only had a couple 
of days but we feel like we 
improved in a short amount 
of time,” Robbins said. “It 
really hasn’t been too hot 
since the first day so we 
have been fortunate. Hope-
fully the heat stays away 
and fall arrives.”

St. Clair has had much 
of its success the past few 
seasons with a strong run-
ning game behind a strong 
offensive line. This year, the 
line up front will be led by 
returning senior and 2018 
all-state selection Ryan Bar-
rett.

Other key returning play-
ers include running back, 
defensive back and return 
specialist Dalton Thomp-

son, tight end and defensive 
lineman Brendyn Stricker 
and running back, defensive 
back and kicker Landen 
Roberts.

While Robbins has been 
in charge of the football pro-
gram for the past five sea-
sons, the soccer team that 
shares the school’s turf field 
will have a new coach in 
charge.

Casey Dildine takes over 
the boys soccer program 
with 19 players out for the 
team this season.

“It is nice to see the play-
ers start to gel together,” 
Dildine said. “They are 
starting to come together 
and watching them start to 
anticipate their next move 
and the chemistry between 
the players is growing com-
pared to the first practice.”

Dildine’s squad has not 
been much affected by the 
high temperatures during 
the first week of practices.

“We have only had one 
problem with the heat and 
we still got to be on the field 
an hour before we moved up 
to the Edgar Murray gym,” 
Dildine said.

The girls golf team at St. 
Clair is just in its second 
season. Head Coach Jeff 
Van Zee’s squad returns the 

top five golfers from the in-
augural team and four new 
additions.

State qualifier Maria Bo-
zada leads the list of return-
ing players as she enters her 
senior season. Bozada is the 
most experienced golfer on 
the team, having played two 
seasons with the boys golf 
team in the spring before 
girls golf was offered for the 
first time by the district last 
fall.

The cross country ranks 
under Head Coach Ben Mar-
tin have swelled to 43 run-
ners, 25 girls and 18 boys.

The Lady Bulldogs bring 
back two-time state qualifier 
Arin Halmich at the head of 
a roster that remains mostly 
intact from a year ago.

In the gym, Kandice Mc-
Cuskey is back for another 
season as the head vol-
leyball coach. Her varsity 
squad returns seven players 
from a 21-8-3 season.

St. Clair introduces one 
other new head coach this 
fall with Anna Reed taking 
over the softball program 
after serving as an assistant 
coach last season.

Rob Schimsa.
Perriguey’s cross coun-

try team practices at Shaw 
Nature Reserve and had 24 
runners out for the team at 
the start of the week with 
more additions expected.

“With only a couple (run-
ners) lost to graduation and 
a pretty big freshman class, 
plus a few more joining the 
team, we are excited about 
the depth that we will have 
this season,” Perriguey said.

Pacific qualified the en-
tire boys cross country team 
to run at the state champi-

onship meet last fall. On the 
girls side, the Lady Indians 
have three sophomores who 
qualified individually for 
the state meet as freshmen.

“We are excited about 
this season of cross country 
at Pacific,” Perriguey said. 
“We graduated a couple of 
tremendous runners last 
year but we return a lot of 
young athletes that have 
varsity experience and more 
depth than last year.”

Teams will begin the 
regular season on or around 
Aug. 30.

Pacific • Continued from Page 1C
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Bill Battle and the Washington Missou-
rian received first place for Best Sports 
Feature Photograph in large weeklies 
with this shot. (Submitted photo)



St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Monte Miller
Kansas City Northeast News - 

Elizabeth Orosco
Best Local Business Coverage 

Classes 1 & 2
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

Cassville Democrat - Staff 
Springfield Business Journal - Staff

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia, 
Teresa Shaw, Brandi Long

Best Local Business Coverage 
Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal - 
Erik Siemers

Kansas City Northeast News - 
Elizabeth Orosco

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff
St. Louis American - Staff 

Best Business Story Class 1
Maries County Advocate - 

Laura Schiermeier
Grandview Jackson County Advocate 

- Mary Wilson
Cassville Democrat - Kyle Troutman

Van Buren The Current Local - 
Ryan Van Winkle

Best Business Story Class 2
Springfield Business Journal - 

Kathryn Hardison
Springfield Business Journal - 

Kathryn Hardison
Montgomery  Standard - 

Megan Gearhart
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Best Business Story Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Tony Krausz

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Gordon Bess

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Peggy Bess

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 
Nicholas Phillips

Best Coverage of Government 
Class 1

Maries County Advocate - 
Roxie Murphy

Van Buren The Current Local - 
Ryan Van Winkle

Seymour Webster County Citizen - 
Dan Wehmer

Best Coverage of Government 
Class 2

Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Perryville Perry County 

Republic-Monitor - Robert Cox
Houston Herald - Brad Gentry, 

Jeff McNiell
Marshfield Mail - Karen Craigo

Best Coverage of Government 
Class 3

St. Louis American - Staff 
St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Kevin Carbery, Peggy Bess
Best Coverage of Rural Life or 

Agriculture Classes 1 & 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Van Buren The Current Local - 

Ryan Van Winkle
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture Class 1

Lincoln New Era - Dianne Peck
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Maries County Advocate - 

Laura Schiermeier
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture Class 2
Maryville Forum - Geoffrey Woehlk

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Houston Herald - Doug Davison
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Katelyn Mary Skaggs

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Katelyn Mary Skaggs

Best Story About Religion Class 1
Maries County Advocate - 

Laura Schiermeier
Oak Grove Focus - Ruth Ann Hafner 
South Cass Tribune - Sheryl Stanley
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett

Best Story About Religion Class 2
Ava Douglas County Herald - 

Michael Boyink
Maryville Forum - Skye Pournazari

Mountain Grove News-Journal - 
Jayce Clanton

Ava Douglas County Herald - 
Michael Boyink

Best Story About Religion Class 3
St. Louis American - Chris King

St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Laura Marlow
Branson Tri-Lakes News - 

John Robinson
Best Story About Education 

Class 1
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
South Cass Tribune - Sheryl Stanley
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett

Best Story About Education 
Class 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Maryville Forum - Geoffrey Woehlk
Laclede County Record - Chris  Roden

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Mike Grassham and The Van Buren Current Local received first place in Best 
Feature Photograph for capturing this colorful teaching moment. (Submitted photo)



Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Best Story About Education Class 3
St. Louis Call Newspapers - Gloria Lloyd

St. Louis American - Chris King
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Laura Marlow

Best Story About the Outdoors Class 1
Cassville Democrat - Murray Bishoff

Maries County Advocate - Laura Schiermeier
Maries County Advocate - Laura Schiermeier
Best Story About the Outdoors Class 2

Richmond News - Jack M. Ventimiglia III
Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican - Roxie Murphy

Mountain Grove News-Journal - Ron Schott
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

Best Story About the Outdoors Class 3
Washington Missourian, Weekend - Karen Dickhut

Washington Missourian, Wednesday - Karen Dickhut
Washington Missourian, Weekend -  - Karen Dickhut

St. Louis Call Newspapers - Erin Achenbach
Best Story About History Class 1
South Cass Tribune - Dennis Minich

Lincoln New Era - Dianne Peck
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader - Steve Tinnen

Best Story About History Class 2
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Houston Herald - Doug Davison
Linn Unterrified Democrat - Neal  Johnson

Best Story About History Class 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News - Joshua Clark
Branson Tri-Lakes News - Tim Church

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Steve Taylor

Washington Missourian, Weekend - Karen Dickhut
Best Military Story Class 1

Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett
Lincoln New Era - Dianne Peck

Mansfield Mirror-Republican - Chris Roden
Van Buren The Current Local - Ryan Van Winkle

Best Military Story Class 2
California Democrat - Austin Hornbostel

Laclede County Record - Chris Roden
Ozark | Christian County Headliner News - Rance Burger

Best Military Story Class 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News - Cliff Sain
St. Louis American - Clara Germani

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Laura  Marlow
Washington Missourian, Wednesday - Karen Dickhut

Best Page Design Class 1
Seymour Webster County Citizen - Dan Wehmer, Anna 

Sturdefant, and Rhonda Henderson
Canton Press-News Journal - 

Karin Althoff, Rita Cox
Maries County Advocate - Staff 

Seymour Webster County Citizen - Dan Wehmer, Anna 
Sturdefant, and Rhonda Henderson

Best Page Design Class 2
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Laclede County Record - Shawna Bradley

Houston Herald - Jeff McNiell
Laclede County Record - Shawna Bradley

Best Page Design Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens
St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens
St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens

St. Louis American - Melvin Moore
Best Information Graphic 

Classes 1 & 2
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Houston Herald - Jeff McNiell
Richmond News - Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Edina Sentinel - Echo Menges
Best Information Graphic Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal - Michael Behrens

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

The Clinton County Leader is celebrating Brett Adkison's 
first place win in small weeklies for Best Sports Feature 
Photograph thanks to this shot. (Submitted photos)

Skye Pournazari of the Maryville Forum took first in Best 
News Photograph for mid-size weeklies with this gut-
wrenching image of a family's loss.



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 
Ryan O'Shea

Kansas City Northeast News - 
Bryan  Stalder

St. Louis Business Journal - 
Michael Behrens

Best Editorial Cartoon Class 1
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Best Editorial Cartoon Class 2

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News - Brian Rice
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Best Editorial Cartoon Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Judy Dixon
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Judy Dixon
Kansas City Northeast News - 

Bryan Stalder
Best Newspapers in Education 

Project Classes 1 & 2
Eldon Advertiser - 

Tammy  Witherspoon
Maries County Advocate - Staff 

Odessa Odessan - Hannah Spaar
Eldon Advertiser - 

Tammy  Witherspoon
Best Newspapers in Education 

Project Class 3
Washington Missourian, Weekend - 

Staff
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Teen Advisory Board, Peggy Scott, 

Peggy Bess, Staff
St. Louis American - Cathy Sewell
St. Louis American - Cathy Sewell

Best Online Newspaper or 
Website Classes 1 & 2
Houston Herald - Staff 

Ozark | Christian County 
Headliner News - Staff 

Maryville Forum - Phil Cobb
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website Class 3
St. Louis American - Ishmael 

Sistrunk, Kenya Vaughn
St. Louis Business Journal - Staff 

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 
Scott Andera 

Best Video Class 2
Richmond News - Jack M. Ventimiglia, 

Grace A. Ventimiglia, 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Laclede County Record - Chris Roden
Houston Herald - Isaiah Buse

Laclede County Record - Fines Massey
Best Video Class 3

St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis American - Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis American - Dawn Suggs
Best Headline Writing Class 1
Seymour Webster County Citizen - 

Dan Wehmer
Cassville Democrat - Staff 

Maries County Advocate - Staff 
Best Headline Writing Class 2

Laclede County Record - Fines Massey
Ava Douglas County Herald - 

Michael Boyink
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Houston Herald - Doug Davison

Best Headline Writing Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - Staff
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 

Ryan O'Shea
St. Louis American - Chris King

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 1

Cassville Democrat - Jared Lankford
Canton Press-News Journal - 

Rita Cox, Karin Althoff, Paula Bichsel
Maries County Advocate - 

Roxie Murphy
Best News or Feature Obituary 

Class 2
Salem News - Donald Dodd

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News - 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Mountain Grove News-Journal - 
Doug Berger

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Laura Marlow

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Laura Marlow

Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 
Steve Taylor

Multi-Media Reporting
St. Louis American - Staff 

Springfield Business Journal - Staff
Houston Herald - 

Brad Gentry, Jeff McNiell
Edina Sentinel - Echo Menges

Magazine/Alternative Publication
Cassville Democrat - Staff 

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly - 
Staff

Laclede County Record - Fines Massey, 
Shawna Bradley, Chris Roden
Best Health Story Class 1

South Cass Tribune - Dennis Minich
Cassville Democrat - Jordan Privett

Maries County Advocate - 
Roxie Murphy

Maries County Advocate - 
Roxie Murphy

Best Health Story Class 2
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News - 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News - Teresa  Shaw

Best Health Story Class 3
Washington Missourian, Wednesday 

- Monte Miller
Festus- Jefferson County Leader - 

Laura Marlow
St. Louis American - Sandra Jordan
St. Louis American - Sandra Jordan

Jacob Warden and the Maries County Advocate received first place in Best News 
Photograph for small weeklies with this solemn image. (Submitted photo)



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Dailies
General Excellence Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Missourian Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune - News Tribune staff 

Independence Examiner - Jeff Fox
General Excellence Class 3

Columbia Daily Tribune - Charles  Westmoreland, Rudi 
Keller, Kevin Graeler, Jardyn Angell, Gabriela Velasquez

The Kansas City Star - Staff 
Quincy Herald - Whig - Staff 

Springfield News-Leader - News-Leader Staff 
Best Overall Design Classes 2 & 3

Springfield News-Leader - News-Leader Staff 
Columbia Missourian - Missourian Staff 

Columbia Daily Tribune - Charles Westmoreland, 
Jim Van Nostrand, Kevin Graeler, Gabriela Velasquez, 

Jardyn Angell, Rudi Keller
The Kansas City Star - Staff 

Best Front Page Classes 2 & 3
Joplin Globe

The Kansas City Star - Staff 
Quincy Herald - Whig - Staff  

Best Breaking News Story Class 1
Fulton Sun - Helen Wilbers

Mexico Ledger - Charles Dunlap
Fulton Sun - Helen Wilbers

Monett Times - Murray Bishoff
Best Breaking News Story Class 2

Jefferson City News Tribune - News Tribune 
Columbia Missourian - Galen Bacharier

Columbia Missourian - Bennett Durando
LakeExpo - Janet Dabbs

Best Breaking News Story Class 3
Joplin Globe - Kimberly  Barker

Springfield News-Leader - Harrison Keegan
The Kansas City Star - Luke  Nozicka, Kaitlyn Schwers

Springfield News-Leader - Harrison Keegan, 
Gregory J. Holman 

Best News Story Class 1
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Fulton Sun - Quinn Wilson
Monett Times - Melonie Roberts

Best News Story Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Emily Wolf
Sedalia Democrat - Emily Walton

Columbia Missourian - Galen Bacharier
Columbia Missourian - Morgan Keith, Janice Zhou

Best News Story Class 3
The Kansas City Star - Cortlynn Stark
The Kansas City Star - Luke  Nozicka
The Kansas City Star - Glenn E. Rice

Best Feature Story Class 1
Mexico Ledger - Charles Dunlap, Erik Cliburn

Monett Times - Melonie Roberts
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Best Feature Story Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Janice Zhou, Morgan Keith

Columbia Missourian - Karina Zaiets
Sedalia Democrat - Bob Satnan

Columbia Missourian - Steve Garrison
Best Feature Story Class 3
Kansas City Star - Eric  Adler

Joplin Globe - Kevin McClintock
Columbia Daily Tribune - Roger McKinney

Joplin Globe - Debby Woodin 
Best News or Feature Series Class 1
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Mexico Ledger - Charles Dunlap
Best News or Feature Series Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Alexis Allison
Jefferson City News Tribune - News Tribune 

Mitch Prentice captured the spirit of the dog days of sum-
mer at Lake of the Ozarks with this first-place Best Feature 
Photograph winning entry for the Lake Sun Leader.

The Joplin Globe's Roger Nomer is standing tall with this 
first place Best Feature Photograph win for large dailies. 
(Submitted photos)



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

LakeExpo - Nathan Bechtold, 
Sara Halverson

Sedalia Democrat - Nicole Cooke
Best News or Feature Series 

Class 3
The Kansas City Star - Laura  Bauer,

 Judy L. Thomas, Eric Adler
The Kansas City Star - Katie Moore, 

Dave Helling
Springfield News-Leader - 

Harrison Keegan
Springfield News-Leader - Sara Karnes, 

Harrison Keegan, Stephen Herzog
Best Editorial Class 2

LakeExpo - Nathan Bechtold, 
Brent Simpson

Independence Examiner - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Gerry Tritz
Independence Examiner - Staff 

Best Editorial Class 3
The Kansas City Star - 
Melinda Henneberger

The Kansas City Star - Dave  Helling
The Kansas City Star - 
Melinda Henneberger

The Kansas City Star - Toriano Porter
Best Columnist - Humorous 

Classes 2 & 3
Joplin Globe - Sarah Coyne

Independence Examiner - Jeff Fox
Best Columnist - Serious 

Classes 1 & 2
Sedalia Democrat - Bob Satnan
Monett Times - Murray Bishoff

Sedalia Democrat - Liz Schleicher
Kirksville Daily Express & News - 

Jason Hunsicker
Best Columnist - Serious Class 3

The Kansas City Star - 
Melinda Henneberger

The Kansas City Star - Toriano Porter
The Kansas City Star - Dave Helling

Springfield News-Leader - Steve Pokin 
Best News Photograph Class 1

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 
Mitch Prentice

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 
Mitch Prentice

Monett Times - Murray Bishoff
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Mitch Prentice
Best News Photograph Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Claire Hassler
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Julie Smith
Sedalia Democrat - Faith Bemiss

Columbia Missourian - Yanran Huang

Best News Photograph Class 3
The Kansas City Star - 

Tammy Ljungblad
Joplin Globe - Roger Nomer
Springfield News-Leader - 

Andrew Jansen
Quincy Herald - Whig - 

Katelyn Metzger
Best Feature Photograph Class 1

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 
Mitch Prentice

Monett Times - Melonie Roberts
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Mitch Prentice
Best Feature Photograph Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Emmalee Reed
Columbia Missourian - Madison Parry

Columbia Missourian - Joel Chan
Sedalia Democrat - Faith Bemiss

Best Feature Photograph Class 3
Joplin Globe - Roger  Nomer 
Joplin Globe - Roger  Nomer

Springfield News-Leader - 
Andrew Jansen

Joplin Globe - Laurie Sisk
Best Sports Photograph Class 1
Park Hills Daily Journal - Matt King

Kirksville Daily Express & News - 
Michael Bupp

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 
Michael Losch

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 
Michael Losch

Best Sports Photograph Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Tristen Rouse

Jefferson City News Tribune - 
Jason Strickland

Jefferson City News Tribune - 
Jason Strickland

Jefferson City News Tribune - 
Jenna Kieser

Best Sports Photograph Class 3
Columbia Daily Tribune - 

Don Shrubshell
Columbia Daily Tribune - 

Hunter Dyke
Springfield News-Leader - 

Andrew Jansen
Best Sports Feature Photograph 

Class 1
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Michael Losch
Best Sports Feature Photograph 

Class 2
Columbia Missourian - 

Jacob Moscovitch
Columbia Missourian - Hillary Tan

Columbia Missourian - 
Antranik Tavitian

Columbia Missourian - Tristen Rouse
Best Sports Feature Photograph 

Class 3
Columbia Daily Tribune - 

Don Shrubshell
Columbia Daily Tribune - Hunter Dyke

Joplin Globe - Roger Nomer
The Kansas City Star - 

Tammy Ljungblad
Best Photo Illustration 

Classes 2 & 3
Columbia Missourian - 

Antranik Tavitian
Columbia Missourian - Yanran Huang

Columbia Missourian - 
Antranik Tavitian

Columbia Missourian - Hope Johnson

Tolton's Max Schelich, right, embraces Kyle

Kormeier during a game against New

Bloom�eld

JACOB MOSCOVITCH/MISSOURIAN

May 10, 2019

JACOB MOSCOVITCH/MISSOURIAN

Tolton’s Max Schelich, right, embraces Kyle Kormeier during Friday’s game against

New Bloom�eld at South Callaway High School.

Jacob Moscovitch

Jacob Moscovitch won first in Best 
Sports Feature Photograph for mid-size 
dailies for the Columbia Missourian. 
(Submitted photos)

Gri�n Buschjost intercepts a pass

TRISTEN ROUSE/MISSOURIAN
Oct 19, 2019

TRISTEN ROUSE/MISSOURIAN

Helias defensive back Gri�n Buschjost intercepts a pass intended for Rock Bridge

wide receiver Brant Bowers on Friday at Helias Catholic High School in Je�erson

City. 

Tristen Rouse won first in Best Sports 
Photograph for mid-size dailies for the 
Columbia Missourian.



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Best Photo Package Classes  1 & 2
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

Columbia Missourian - Julia Hansen
Columbia Missourian - Lia Waldrum

Columbia Missourian - Antranik Tavitian
Best Photo Package Class 3

The Kansas City Star - Tammy  Ljunblad
Springfield News-Leader - Andrew Jansen
Springfield News-Leader - Andrew Jansen

Joplin Globe - Laurie Sisk
Community Service Classes 2

Jefferson City News Tribune
Columbia Missourian - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

Community Service Class 3
Kansas City Star - Laura Bauer, Judy L. Thomas, Eric Adler

Joplin Globe - Emily Younker
Joplin Globe - Emily  Younker, Kimberly  Barker, 

Joe Hadsall
Best Editorial Pages Classes 2 & 3

The Kansas City Star - Derek Donovan, 
Melinda Henneberger, Dave  Helling, Toriano Porter, 

Michael Ryan, Colleen Nelson
Joplin Globe - Andy Ostmeyer, Emily  Younker, 

Nathan  Mills, Jerry Willis
Jefferson City News Tribune

Quincy Herald - Whig - Jason Lewton, Ken Jones 
Best Sports Pages Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

Independence Examiner - Karl Zinke
Jefferson City News Tribune - Tom Rackers, 

Greg Jackson, Jason Strickland, Colin O'Brien
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic - Staff

Best Sports Pages Class 3
Quincy Herald - Whig - Staff 

Columbia Daily Tribune
Springfield News-Leader - Staff 

Joplin Globe - Nathan Mills

Best Sports News Story Class 1
Monett Times - Jared Lankford

Park Hills Daily Journal - Matt King
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - Michael Losch, 

Joyce Miller
Monett Times - Jared Lankford

Best Sports News Story Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune - Jason Strickland

Independence Examiner - Dave McQueen
Columbia Missourian - Bennett Durando

Best Sports News Story Class 3
The Kansas City Star - Mará Rose Williams, Blair  Kerkhoff

Joplin Globe - Jim Henry
Columbia Daily Tribune - Kevin Graeler, Eric Blum

Joplin Globe - Jared  Porter
Best Sports Feature Story Class 1

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - Michael  Losch
Nevada Daily Mail - Matthew Resnick

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - Michael Losch

Best Sports Feature Story Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Bennett Durando
Columbia Missourian - Bennett Durando

Independence Examiner - Bill Althaus
Independence Examiner - Bill Althaus
Best Sports Feature Story Class 3

Kansas City Star - Eric  Adler, Rick  Montgomery
Kansas City Star - Sam McDowell

Springfield News-Leader - Wyatt D. Wheeler
Kansas City Star - Sam  McDowell

Best Sports Columnist Classes 1&2
Monett Times - Jared Lankford

Independence Examiner - Bill Althaus
Jefferson City News Tribune - Greg Jackson
Jefferson City News Tribune - Tom Rackers

Best Sports Columnist Class 3
Quincy Herald - Whig - Matt Schuckman

Joplin Globe - Jim Henry
Columbia Daily Tribune - Kevin Graeler
Columbia Daily Tribune - Kevin Graeler

The Camdenton Lake Sun Leader's Mitch Prentice took first 
in Best News Photograph for small dailies with this picture 
of student camaraderie. (Submitted photos)
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Niko Hea didn’t expect to play football in 
college, let alone at Missouri, but the discovery 

of a love for the game changed that.  

AN UNCONVENTIONAL JOURNEY 

MU hasn’t beaten South Carolina in the Barry 
Odom era. Here’s a look back at Missouri’s 
recent heartbreaks against the Gamecocks.

ODOM’S ACHILLES’ HEEL

September 20-21, 2019  //  Columbia Missourian  //  Tiger Kickoff  //  1

TIGER KICKOFF
COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN

Missouri v. South Carolina, 3:00 p.m. (SECN)  — September 21, 2019

‘Sour taste’
Gamecocks have been 
an unsavory matchup 
for Odom and 
Missouri
Page 7C

accidental
the

College football? Not a 
chance, at least not three 
years ago. But the twists and 
turns of Niko Hea’s journey 
and a late-developing love 
affair with the game led 
him to Columbia and now 
a promising future with 
Missouri.tiger

tiger 
kickoff

School board approves union agreement, discusses disability issues
BY MARIA BENEVENTO
news@columbiamissourian.com

the Columbia School board 
approved a collective bargaining 
deal between the district and the 
Columbia missouri National educa-
tion association on thursday at its 
monthly work session.

after little discussion on the mat-
ter, board member paul Cushing 
abstained, while all other members 
approved.

the agreement had been delayed 

for months because of a controversy 
over whether or not the union need-
ed to recertify under a 2018 state 
law. pay raises and working condi-
tion changes described in the agree-
ment were already put in place by 
the board in the spring.

For the bulk of the meeting, the 
board explored issues related to 
students with special needs in the 
district. members heard a presen-
tation on special education and 
worked with Legos as part of an 
equity training that will be given 

district-wide.
alyse monsees, head of special 

services for the district, addressed 
the board in the wake of a Sept. 9 
board meeting that featured many 
critical public comments by advo-
cates for students with special 
needs. While the last meeting was 
difficult, Superintendent peter Stie-
pleman said, it has led to continued 
conversation about issues such as 
accessibility of school buildings.

monsees’ overview of how special 
education plans are developed was 

lengthened by frequent questions 
from board members, who asked 
how long it takes to develop the 
plans, how they are modified and at 
what stages parents are involved.

board member della Streaty-Wil-
hoit brought up concerns that black 
male students with simple behavior-
al issues are too often assessed as 
having a disability. While parents 
have to give their consent for every 
step of the process, some might not 
question teachers and other experts, 
she said.

the board and district adminis-
trators next moved to a circle of 
chairs at the back of the room for an 
equity training with Carla London, 
district chief equity officer.

London said all faculty in the 
district participate in two to four 
equity trainings each year, and that 
the training she did with the board 
is the same as what others will 
receive.

Local group race matters, 

State sending 
troopers to 
fight crime 
in St. Louis

BY JIM SALTER
The Associated Press

St. LOUiS — missouri Gov. 
mike parson is sending highway 
patrol troopers and other state 
workers to St. Louis as part of an 
effort to fight the surge of violent 
crime that has included the kill-
ings of more than a dozen children 
in the region so far this year.

the republican governor 
announced an action plan thurs-
day that takes effect Oct. 1. parson 
said the total cost of the state’s 
commitment, including the 25 state 
employees who will work in the St. 
Louis region, is up to $4 million.

“this is about targeting violent 
criminals and getting them off the 
street,” parson said at a news con-
ference in St. Louis.

troopers will patrol interstate 
highways and assist with the U.S. 
marshals Service and the bureau 
of alcohol, tobacco, Firearms and 
explosives, focusing on violent 
criminals. the state is also pro-
viding investigators to help with 
federal crime cases and social 
workers to assist crime victims. 
parson said his plan also includes 
$2 million in state funds for ser-
vices to help crime victims.

the plan does not include any 
change in gun laws, something St. 
Louis mayor Lyda Krewson and 
other democrats have called for. 
parson said it would be up to the 
missouri General assembly to 
change gun laws but reiterated his 
staunch support for citizens’ gun 
rights.

St. Louis has long had one of the 
nation’s highest murder rates, and 
the 144 homicides so far in 2019 
are on pace to top last year’s total 
of 186. particularly troubling this 
year is the fact that 11 of the vic-
tims were children, and two other 
child deaths are still being inves-
tigated as “suspicious.” all of the 
child victims and the vast major-
ity of adult victims were black 
in a city that’s about evenly split 
between black and white residents.

A community calls for action

BY HUNTER M. GILBERT,  
WILL OKAY AND FRIDA QI
news@columbiamissourian.com

With children on the steps, family 
and friends in a circle and a community 
around them, dozens of Columbia res-
idents came out to remember Nadria 
Wright on thursday night at ridgeway 
elementary School.

Wright, who was 18 years old, was 
shot and killed last Friday night.

“this about family; all of us are fami-
ly,” the rev. James Gray told the crowd 
of people gathered in front of the school 
while candles were passed out among 
those in attendance.

“a lot of us here have heavy hearts, 
tears in our eyes,” Gray said.

pointing at Nadria Wright’s father, 
adrian Wright, Gray said, “that could 
be your father, in tears because he lost 
his baby.”

“all of Columbia should be here,” he 
said. He then went on to announce the 
visitation and funeral Saturday. “if you 
feel the need to bring something, don’t 
come,” Gray said. 

Wright’s father said she was going 
to be a nurse, then an anesthesiologist, 
and that she had “a great heart and was 
incredibly goal-oriented.”

mary ratliff, president of the Colum-
bia chapter of the NaaCp, spoke in a 
call to action against gun violence.

She told the crowd that “we gonna get 
y’all out of the community,” in refer-
ence to the individuals that have been 

behind the recent shooting.
“We can’t wait for this to happen 

again,” ratliff said. “don’t think this 
can’t happen to your child because 
they’re not involved. this young lady 
is just as dead as if a police officer had 
shot her.”

ratliff addressed the six Columbia 
police department officers in the 
crowd. 

“We can’t be afraid. if we want them 
to protect us, we need to speak up.”

discussing the spur of violence in 
Columbia this year, ratliff said, “We 
can talk about everything we have been 
denied, and we will still be fighting for 
it, but we need to address this violence. 

Please see UNION, Page 4A

Albright in Fulton: Isolation is not America’s future
BY KAYLEY ALLEN
news@columbiamissourian.com

democracy seems to be in 
retreat, madeleine K. albright told 
an engaged crowd of students and 
others thursday at Westminster 
College.

but the former U.S. Secretary of 
State urged her audience to help 
democracy succeed, particularly 
on a global scale.

“We should do everything pos-
sible to help new and struggling 
democracies earn public trust by 
providing basic services, fighting 
corruption, investing in their cit-
izens and building infrastructure 
that enables prosperity,” albright 
said during this year’s John Find-

ley Green Foundation lecture.
the lecture was the final event 

of the Hancock Symposium, held 
in a nearly full Champ auditorium 
at the college in Fulton. the sym-
posium promotes an understanding 
of economic and social problems 
on an international level. previous 
lecturers have included Harry tru-
man and bernie Sanders.

albright explained her connec-
tion to missouri at the beginning of 
her talk. a graduate of Wellesley 
College, she said she worked at the 
rolla daily News while her husband 
was stationed at Fort Leonard Wood.

“i have a deep affection for the 
state of missouri, in part because 

DANIEL SHULAR/Missourian

Former U.S. Secretary of State Dr. Madeleine Albright addresses 
attendees Thursday at the 59th John Findley Green Foundation 
lecture at Westminster College. Albright spoke about topics from her 
book “Fascism: A Warning,” which was published in 2018. Please see ALBRIGHT, Page 4A

The surge of violent crime 
in the region includes the 
killings of more than a dozen 
children so far this year

Please see CRIME, Page 4A

CLAIRE HASSLER/Missourian

Shaunda Hamilton speaks to the crowd at daughter Nadria Wright’s vigil Thursday at Ridgeway Elementary School in Columbia. Hamilton spoke about the importance of 
standing together against gun violence and pleaded that if anyone has information about who is responsible for her daughter’s death, they come forward.

After multiple deadly shootings in the past week, Nadria Wright’s 
mother had a simple request: ‘Don’t wait for it to be your child.’

Please see LIGHT, Page 6A

Claire Hassler for the Columbia Missourian received first 
place for mid-size dailies in Best News Photograph for this 
image of a community vigil against gun violence.



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Best News or Feature Special 
Section

Jefferson City News Tribune 
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic 
- Staff

Best Investigative Reporting 
Class 1

Monett Times - Melonie Bishoff
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Monett Times - Melonie Roberts
Best Investigative Reporting 

Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Sky Chadde

Columbia Missourian - Yue Yu
Columbia Missourian - Tynan Stewart
Columbia Missourian - Sky Chadde, 

Yue Yu
Best Investigative Reporting 

Class 3
The Kansas City Star - Laura Bauer, 

Judy L. Thomas, Eric Adler
The Kansas City Star - 

Mike  Hendricks, Mara Rose Williams
The Kansas City Star - Katie  Moore 
Best Local Business Coverage 

Classes 2 & 3
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

Springfield News-Leader - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune

Best Business Story Class 1
Monett Times - Melonie Roberts
Monett Times - Murray Bishoff
Best Business Story Class 2

Columbia Missourian - 
Abigail E. Shaw, Antranik Tavitian, 

Emily Catherine Adams
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Nicole Roberts
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Nicole Roberts, Emily Cole
Sedalia Democrat - Hope Lecchi
Best Business Story Class 3

Springfield News-Leader - Jackie 
Rehwald

Joplin Globe - Kevin McClintock
The Kansas City Star - Kevin  Hardy, 

Bryan  Lowry, Crystal  Thomas
Springfield News-Leader - 

Gregory J. Holman
Best Coverage of Government 

Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Kyra Haas, 

Aviva  Okeson-Haberman
Jefferson City News Tribune - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune - Staff 
Best Coverage of Government 

Class 3
Kansas City Star - Edward McKinley, 

Jason  Hancock
Springfield News-Leader - Katie Kull
Quincy Herald - Whig - Ethan Colbert
Kansas City Star - Steve  Vockrodt, 
Edward  McKinley, Kevin  Hardy

Best Coverage of Rural Life or 
Agriculture

Columbia Missourian - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune

Sedalia Democrat 
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture Class 1
Fulton Sun - Quinn Wilson
Fulton Sun - Helen Wilbers

Mexico Ledger - Charles Dunlap
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Tom Coulter
Columbia Missourian - Kristoffer Tigue

Columbia Missourian - 
Rachel Behrndt, Jacob Moscovitch

Sedalia Democrat - Hope Lecchi
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture Class 3
Springfield News-Leader - 

Wes Johnson
Joplin Globe - Kimberly  Barker

The Kansas City Star - Andy  Marso
Joplin Globe - Kevin McClintock

Best Story About Religion 
Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Nick Kelly
Columbia Missourian - 

Jacob Moscovitch
Columbia Missourian - 

Lauren Polanski
Columbia Missourian - Olivia Garrett

Best Story About Religion 
Class 3

Springfield News-Leader - 
Gregory J. Holman

Springfield News-Leader - 
Jackie Rehwald

Joplin Globe - Kimberly Barker
Springfield News-Leader - Steve Pokin

Best Story About Education 
Class 1

Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn
Monett Times - Murray Bishoff

Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Don Shrubshell of the Columbia Daily Tribune won first in Best Sports Photograph 
for large dailies with this neck pain-inducing shot. (Submitted photos)

Missouri student Ben Schnelle and

Homecoming royalty candidate Catherine

Ho�mann celebrate

EMMALEE REED/MISSOURIAN
Oct 12, 2019

EMMALEE REED/MISSOURIAN

MU student Ben Schnelle and Homecoming royalty candidate Catherine Ho�man

celebrate the results from the vote for Homecoming King and Queen at halftime as

Missouri takes on Ole Miss on Saturday on Faurot Field.

Emmalee Reed

Emmalee Reed won first in Best Feature 
Photograph for mid-size dailies for the 
Columbia Missourian.



Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Best Story About Education 
Class 2

Columbia Missourian - 
Tessa Weinberg, Thomas Oide

Columbia Missourian - Tynan Stewart
Jefferson City News Tribune - Phillip 

Sitter 
Sedalia Democrat - Hope Lecchi
Best Story About Education 

Class 3
The Kansas City Star - 
Mará Rose Williams

The Kansas City Star - Kevin  Hardy, 
Mará Rose  Williams

Joplin Globe - Emily Younker
Springfield News-Leader - 

Claudette Riley
Best Story About the Outdoors 

Classes 1 & 2
LakeExpo - Nathan Bechtold

Columbia Missourian - Molly  Hart
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Phillip Sitter
Best Story About the Outdoors 

Class 3
Springfield News-Leader - 

Wes Johnson
Joplin Globe - Andy Ostmeyer

Springfield News-Leader - 
Wes Johnson

Springfield News-Leader - 
Wes Johnson

Best Story About History Class 1
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn
Moberly Monitor-Index - Erik Cliburn

Fulton Sun - Helen Wilbers

Best Story About History Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Emily Cole
Columbia Missourian - Kate  Robbins

Jefferson City News Tribune - 
Emily Cole

Best Story About History Class 3
Springfield News-Leader - 

Steve Pokin
The Kansas City Star - Cortlynn Stark

Joplin Globe - Andy  Ostmeyer
Best Military Story Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Alyssa Shikles
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic 

- Donna Farley
Sedalia Democrat - Hope Lecchi
Best Military Story Class 3

Springfield News-Leader - Steve Pokin
Kansas City Star - Lisa  Gutierrez
Joplin Globe - Kimberly Barker
Joplin Globe - Kimberly Barker

Best Page Design Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Staff 
Columbia Missourian - Staff
Columbia Missourian - Staff
Best Page Design Class 3
Joplin Globe - Nathan Mills

Springfield News-Leader - Staff 
Joplin Globe - Jerry Willis

Best Information Graphic Class 2
Columbia Missourian - Monique Woo
Columbia Missourian - Olivia Garrett
Columbia Missourian - Peter Georgiev

Columbia Missourian - 
Javkhlan Bold-Erdene

Columbia Missourian - Alexis Allison

Best Information Graphic Class 3
Joplin Globe - Nathan Mills
Joplin Globe - Nathan Mills
Joplin Globe - Nathan Mills

Best Editorial Cartoon Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune - 

Jim Dyke
Independence Examiner - Joe Liccar

Jefferson City News Tribune - 
Jim Dyke

Columbia Missourian - John Darkow
Best Newspapers in Education 

Project Class 3
Joplin Globe - Sarah Coyne, 

Amanda Stone
Joplin Globe - Amanda  Stone, 

Sarah Coyne
St. Louis Post-Dispatch - 

Jennifer Broach, 
Lauren Anderson Koelker, Lisa Clark

Best Online Newspaper or 
Website Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian - Staff 
LakeExpo - Brent Simpson, 

Nathan Bechtold, Sara Halverson, 
Emily Debert, David Dilks, 

Janet Dabbs
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader - 

Mitch  Prentice, Michael  Losch, 
Charis Patires, Joyce Miller

Sedalia Democrat
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website Class 3
Joplin Globe - Andy Ostmeyer

Springfield News-Leader - Staff
Best Video Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian - Hillary Tan, 
Julia Hanson, Elliot Bauman

Columbia Missourian - 
Phoebe Mussman, Jacob Moscovitch, 

Ethan Weston, Jenna  Kieser, 
Jennifer Mosbrucker, Emily Nevils

Columbia Missourian - Julia Hansen, 
Jacob Moscovitch

Columbia Missourian - Matt McCabe, 
Joel Green, Jacob  Moscovitch

Best Video Class 3
The Kansas City Star - Shelly Yang, 

Rachel Kirpalani
The Kansas City Star - Rich Sugg

The Kansas City Star - Shelly Yang, 
Tammy Ljungblad

The Kansas City Star - Shelly Yang, 
Neil Nakahodo

Best Headline Writing 
Columbia Missourian - Staff 

LakeExpo - Nathan Bechtold, 
Brent Simpson, Sara Halverson, 

The Columbia Daily Tribune and Don Shrubshell won first place for large dailies 
in Best Sports Feature Photograph. (Submitted photo)



Emily Debert
Springfield News-Leader - Staff

Best News or Feature Obituary Classes 1 & 2
Columbia Missourian - Vivian Herzog
Columbia Missourian - Libby Stanford

Sedalia Democrat - Emily Walton
Columbia Missourian - Colleen Wouters

Best News or Feature Obituary Class 3
Springfield News-Leader - Gregory J. Holman

Springfield News-Leader - Jackie Rehwald
The Kansas City Star - Eric  Adler, Joyce  Smith

The Kansas City Star - Ian  Cummings, Robert Cronkleton
Multi-Media Reporting 

Columbia Missourian - Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune - Staff 

Joplin Globe - Kimberly Barker, Emily  Younker
Magazine/Alternative 

Publication
Jefferson City News Tribune - HER Magazine staff 
Joplin Globe - Kevin McClintock, Amanda Stone, 

Courtney Adams, David O'Neill
Best Health Story Class 2

Columbia Missourian - Catherine Wendlandt
Columbia Missourian - Mauricio Venegas

Columbia Missourian - Kacen J.  Bayless, Seth Bodine
Columbia Missourian - Kelly Kenoyer, Veronica Mohesky, 

Hannah Musick, Renae Whissel
Best Health Story Class 3

The Kansas City Star - Andy Marso
Springfield News-Leader - Jackie Rehwald

The Kansas City Star - Andy Marso
Springfield News-Leader - Jackie Rehwald
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Matt King and the Park Hill Daily Journal didn't have to 
scramble to win first place for small dailies in Best Sports 
Photograph. (Submitted photo)
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Learn more at

Online News
Reporter's

Handbook on the
Courts & Legal

Glossary

Connecting
reporters
with legal
sources

Media Law
Handbook

News.MoBar.org
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Start preparing now for the 2021 Better Newspaper Contest!
Next year's contest template is expected to open in January. Be planning now and have your entries ready for 
when the contest template goes live. If you have questions, contact Matthew Barba at mbarba@mopress.com

http://www.mopress.com
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As you read this, the 2020 Mis-
souri Press convention is his-
tory. Perhaps you are still think-

ing about how different this year’s 
convention was from past years. 
Maybe, like me, you are remembering 
all the fun times you’ve had at those 
conventions. There’s always fascinat-
ing seminars, fun dinners, great laughs 
with good friends.

I personally miss seeing each of 
you! When we talk on the phone, 
it’s not the same as having a chance 
to meet you face to face and learn 
a little more about you and what 
stories you are covering. That’s one 
of the best parts of the convention 
for me. 

But the next month is going to be 
very busy for each of you as you cover 
political events in your community 
and deal with advertisements from 
politicians. DO NOT FORGET that 
you must have the correct political 
attribution in those ads. This is 
not a law that applies only to the 
politicians – You, the newspaper, 
are subject to being assessed a fine 
by the Missouri Ethics Commission 
if your attribution in the ad is 
missing or wrong. 

You can find a great chart 
outlining what is required in ads for 
state races at shorturl.at/mxDIY

I encourage you to print it off 
and post it in the ad department. 
Yes, I’ve told you that before, but 
there are always new folks and this 
requirement catches them off-guard.

Federal guidelines for advertising 
attribution can be found at shorturl.
at/enrwQ

While that website doesn’t offer 
a simple brochure like Missouri’s 
handout, it is a fairly clear 
description with samples.

While the candidates are in town 

rounding up votes, the news side of 
your operation should remind them 
how important the Sunshine Law 
is in terms of covering government 
operations – the functions your 
tax dollars support. Explain to 
them that charging for attorney 
fees to review records is an issue in 
litigation right now and those costs 
can make it impossible to afford 
copies of records.

Take time, also, to remind them 
how important the publication of 
legal notices in your newspapers 
are. There has been a dramatic 
demonstration of the shortfall of 
public access to the Internet in the 
last six months, as schools have 
gone to virtual classes.

Many homes do not have stable, 
reliable Internet. Print is not dead.

If communities want to get 
the word out about important 
opportunities or announcements, 
the local paper is still the strongest 
vehicle it has. 

And I think other issues will 
continue to ferment in the back 
rooms in Jefferson City next year. 
Incidents involving law enforcement 
activity will continue to generate 
news. Sedalia, as a prime example 
this year, is not a town with 
significant racial protests or other 
traditional events that generate 
police/public controversy.

And yet, the shooting of a young 
woman in town created a furor 
because local police had no body-
camera capability and there was no 
video to document the official report 
of law enforcement justifying the 
actions taken that resulted in her 
death.

And reporters will continue to 
want access to video generated when 
such incidents occur. While there 

is language in the Sunshine Law 
in Missouri dealing with that issue 
(see Section 610.205), there is not a 
presumption that the public interest 
in such matters should make such 
information public – it’s more a 
weighing of the facts. There are times 
when the video of a situation, just 
like the video of the George Floyd 
incident, shows truth in the face of 
confusion and misrepresentations. 
Access to that information is critical.

At the same time, there continues 
to be problems in Missouri, like some 
other states, over whether reporters’ 
unpublished video and photos, as 
well as reporters’ notes, are subject 
to discovery in cases where the 
reporter is not a primary witness to 
the incident. In late September, the 
Seattle Police Department finally 
dropped a subpoena asking five local 
news organizations to turn over 
unpublished materials gathered 
in the course of covering racial 
protests in town. Law enforcement 
had argued that media outtakes 
would help identify suspects in the 
torching of police vehicles and theft 
of police guns.

Perhaps when the legislature 
gathers again in January, 
opportunities will arise to address 
some of these issues. Now is the time 
to start having those conversations 
with your local representatives. 
Thanks for all your support of MPA 
and its efforts to protect your First 
Amendment rights!

Use election season to remind 
politicians of your priorities
From open records to bodycam footage, 

government transparency benefits everyone

http://www.mopress.com
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