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Congratulations to Missouri Press' 2021 
Better Newspaper Contest winners!

From Missouri Press Staff
Missouri Press News

Weeklies
General Excellence Class 1

Maries County Advocate — Staff 
Cassville Democrat — Staff 

Maryville Forum — Staff
Savannah Reporter — Brent 

Rosenauer, Ken Rosenauer, Marshall 
White, Duane Thies, Nicole Ruppe

General Excellence Class 2
Laclede County Record — Staff

Richmond News — Staff
Owensville Gasconade Co. 

Republican — Staff 
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader 
— Brett Adkison, Autumn Barnett, 

Steve Tinnen, Nikki Keling, 
Betty Dickinson

General Excellence Class 3
St. Louis American — Staff

St. Louis Business Journal — 
Erik Siemers, staff 

St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times 
— Jaime Mowers, Kevin Murphy, 

Randy Drilingas, Melissa Wilkinson, 
Amanda Zarecki, Kent Tentschert
Courier-Tribune, Liberty — Staff 
Best Overall Design Class 1

Maryville Forum — Staff 
Greenfield Vedette — Staff 

Maries County Advocate — Staff 
Cassville Democrat — Staff 

Best Overall Design Class 2
Laclede County Record — 

Fines Massey, Shawna Bradley
Richmond News — Staff
Houston Herald — Staff 

Springfield Business Journal — 
Amanda Miller, Heather Mosley, 

McKenzie Robinson
Best Overall Design Class 3

St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times 
— Jaime Mowers, Kevin Murphy, 

Melissa Wilkinson, Amanda Zarecki, 
Randy Drilingas, Kent Tentschert

St. Louis American — Staff
Washington Missourian — 

Sharon Pruessner, Brenda Klekamp, 
Patty Brinker, Lori Obermark, 
Sarah Moore, Sharon Bargen
Best Front Page Class 2

Perryville Perry County 
Republic-Monitor — Robert Cox

Warrenton Warren County Record — 
Tim Schmidt

Wright County Journal — Ron  
Schott, Cayleb Thomas

Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — 

Brett Adkison, Autumn Barnett
Best Front Page Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal — 
Erik Siemers, Michael Behrens

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — 
Ryan O'Shea

St. Louis American — Mike  Terhaar 
Washington Missourian — 

Ethan Colbert
Best Breaking News Story Class 1

Van Buren The Current Local — 
Mike Grassham

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
California Democrat — 

Austin Hornbostel
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Best Breaking News Story Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

On the cover
The 2021 Photo of the Year is 

David Carson's capture for
 St. Louis Post-Dispatch of a 

man threatening people with a 
club as they surround him 

after he drove partway into a 
group of demonstrators in St. 
Louis protesting the killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis.. 

Judges said of the picture, 
"Outstanding. Tells the story! 
Not much more to say, this is 

a fantastic piece of art."

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Justin Hotop of the Perry County Republic-Monitor won Best Feature Photo for 
mid-size weeklies with this shot of two students being announced as Homecom-
ing King and Queen.
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Best Breaking News Story Class 3
Washington Missourian — Staff
Washington Missourian — Staff
Washington Missourian — Staff

Washington Missourian — Laura Miserez
Best News Story Class 1

Van Buren The Current Local — Mike Grassham
Greenfield Vedette — James McNary
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Best News Story Class 2
Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor — Robert Cox

Houston Herald — Doug  Davison
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Sue Ann Jones

Laclede County Record — Chris Roden, Steve Smith
Best News Story Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal — Staff 
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Jessica  Shumaker

St. Louis Business Journal — Nathan Rubbelke
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Scott Lauck

Best Feature Story Class 1
Maryville Forum — Andrew Wegley
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Maries County Advocate — Laura Schiermeier
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Best Feature Story Class 2
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor — Robert Cox
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Phelps County Focus — Kaitlin Brothers
Best Feature Story Class 3

Kansas City Northeast News — Abby Hoover
Washington Missourian — Kristen Dragotto

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Katelyn Mary Skaggs

Best News or Feature Series Class 1
South Cass Tribune — Dennis Minich

Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari, Geoffrey Woehlk
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk

Best News or Feature Series Class 2
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Gainesville Ozark County Times — Sue Ann Jones
Best News or Feature Series Class 3

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times — Jaime Mowers

St. Louis Business Journal — Staff 
St. Louis American — Staff

Tilghman Cloud Memorial Editorial Class 1
The Maryville Forum 
The Maryville Forum 
The Maryville Forum 

Van Buren The Current Local — Ryan VanWinkle
Tilghman Cloud Memorial Editorial Class 2
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Sue Ann Jones

Wright County Journal — Ron Schott
Ozark | Christian County 
Headliner News — Staff 

Laclede County Record — Fines Massey 
Tilghman Cloud Memorial Editorial Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal — Erik Siemers
St. Louis Business Journal — Erik Siemers

Washington Missourian — Patricia Miller, Ethan Colbert
St. Louis Business Journal — Erik Siemers 
Best Columnist — Humorous Class 1

South Cass Tribune — Dennis Minich
Kahoka The Media — Kevin Fox

Savannah Reporter — Courtney Rosenauer
Best Columnist — Humorous Classes 2 & 3

Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Versailles Leader-Statesman — Bryan Jones

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Peggy Bess
Best Columnist — Serious Class 1
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
South Cass Tribune — Dennis Minich
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Best Columnist — Serious Class 2
Phelps County Focus — Donald Dodd

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Dennis Warden
Versailles Leader-Statesman — Bryan Jones

Wiley Price with the St. Louis American captured this shot 
and first place in Best Sports Photo for large weeklies.
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Best Columnist — Serious Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Peggy  Bess
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Gordon Bess
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
St. Louis American — Mike Jones

Best News Photograph Class 1
Greenfield Vedette — Gina Langston 

Mexico Ledger — Nathan Lilley
Maries County Advocate — 

Jacob  Warden
Van Buren The Current Local — 

Mike Grassham
Best News Photograph Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Jessi Dreckman

Laclede County Record — Chris Roden
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Best News Photograph Class 3
Washington Missourian — 

Ethan Colbert
Washington Missourian — 

Julia Hansen
St. Louis Call Newspapers — 

Erin Achenbach
Washington Missourian — 

Julia Hansen
Best Feature Photograph Class 1
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Van Buren The Current Local — 
Mike Grassham

Centralia Fireside Guard — 
James Smith

Centralia Fireside Guard — 
James Smith

Best Feature Photograph Class 2
Perryville Perry County 

Republic-Monitor — Justin Hotop
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Wright County Journal — Ron Schott

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Best Feature Photograph Class 3
St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times 

— Ursula  Ruhl
St. Louis American — Wiley Price

Kansas City Northeast News — 
Elizabeth Orosco

Washington Missourian — 
Julia Hansen

Best Sports Photograph Class 1
Van Buren The Current Local — 

Mike Grassham

Shelbyville Shelby County Herald — 
Marlana Smith

Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Maries County Advocate — 

Jacob Warden
Best Sports Photograph Class 2

Odessa Odessan — Kory Hales
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Laclede County Record — Alex Boyer
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Best Sports Photograph Class 3
St. Louis American — Wiley Price

Washington Missourian — 
Arron Hustead

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Best Sports Feature Photograph 

Class 1
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Best Sports Feature Photograph 

Class 2
Gainesville Ozark County Times — 

Karla Smith
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — 

Clint Dye
Owensville Gasconade Co. 

Republican — Will Johnson
Odessa Odessan — Kory Hales

Best Sports Feature Photograph 
Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Ron Rigdon

Washington Missourian — 

Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Best Photo Illustration Classes 

1 & 2
Van Buren The Current Local — 

Mike Grassham
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — 

Brett Adkison, Autumn Barnett
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Best Photo Illustration Class 3

Courier-Tribune — Mac Moore
Washington Missourian — 

Ethan Colbert
Courier-Tribune — Mac Moore

Washington Missourian — 
Julia Hansen

Best Photo Package Class 1
Greenfield Vedette — 

Gina Langston, Roger Pottorff
Maries County Advocate — 

Jacob  Warden
Savannah Reporter — 

Brent Rosenauer, Ken Rosenauer
Best Photo Package Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Linn Unterrified Democrat — 
Neal Johnson, Jacob Warden

Owensville Gasconade Co.
Republican — Dave Marner

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican 
— Dennis Warden
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J.C. VENTIMIGLIA | Staff
THE TRADITION of throwing paper in the air at the end of the legislative session is embraced with enthusiasm and about three reams of paper by Rep. Sara Walsh.

JACK ‘MILES’  VENTIMIGLIA
Editor-in-chief

JEFFERSON CITY – When the paper-
work flies, some people cry for the cleanup 
crew at the end of the state House session 
each year, but there is no need for tears.

A former undercover police officer who 
lived in Excelsior Springs and worked for 
the Clay-Ray Drug Task Force in 1989 
and 1990, House Sergeant at Arms Randy 
Werner said the cleanup job is not as big 
as a few years ago. One reason is comput-
erization.

“They used to distribute all the (paper 
versions of ) bills to all the members, 
but now, although the members can get 
a paper copy, it’s right on their laptops,” 
Werner said.

In theory, this means there is less paper 
on lawmakers’ desks to throw, he said.

A look at desks in the chamber about an 
hour before the end of session revealed 
several contained laptops, but not paper. 
Others, though, had a few reams of paper 
and mischief in their eyes – a sign of relief 
that the last few minutes of the historic 
legislative session – unique for being 
shortened by the COVID-19 pandemic – 
approached. 

The only other session so shortened oc-
curred during the Civil War, when elected 

pro-South lawmakers, including the gover-
nor, fled Jefferson City, while elected pro-
North lawmakers stepped in. Both groups 
created laws to govern the state, but in the 
end, the North prevailed.

As the last minutes of the pandemic ses-
sion ticked off, more paper began piling up 
on some of the desks.

Rep. Peggy McGaugh never has been 

among members who throw up paperwork.
“Don’t get me wrong, I’m no tidy freak, 

but I think it’s rude,” she said, not sternly, 
understanding after three years in the 
House that the practice is just one of those 
things.

House Operations Director Greg 
Sandbothe identified another reason not to 
fret for the cleanup crew – they expect the 

celebration. Also, some House members 
who mess up help clean up.

Rep. Dean Dohrman, representing parts 
of Johnson and Pettis counties, said he 
enjoys seeing papers fly.

“We’re the only people authorized to do 
it on the floor,’ he said. “It’s a wonderful 
tradition.”

McGaugh said she had noticed people 
slipping off to rummage through wastebas-
kets for paper to add to the celebration.

“They’re prepared,” she said.
Rather than throwing paper in the 

computer age, does the wave of the future 
involve tossing laptops into the air?

“Oh, I don’t think so,” McGaugh said.
When the chamber clock’s hands tick-

tocked into a straight line at 6 p.m. Friday, 
May 15, Rep. Sara Walsh and other 
House members lifted stacks of paper – 
some being copies of bills that had passed, 
but mostly bills that had failed – from their 
desks. 

With a mighty throw toward the stained 
class circle in the middle of the distant 
ceiling, Walsh and others let fly thousands 
of sheets – dreams realized, defeated and 
deferred.

Amid cheers, they raised a cloud fol-
lowed by the annual May snow drifting 
toward the floor to mark the end of the 
100th General Assembly session.

IT SNOWS EVERY MAY

Missouri lawmakers celebrate end
of 100th General Assembly’s coronavirus session

A FORMER Clay-Ray Drug Task Force member and Excelsior Springs 
resident, Randy Werner, is the House sergeant at arms.

The Richmond News' Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia captured the "snow" that comes 
every May with the end of the Missouri General Assembly's legislative session. 
This Best News Photo winner is from the legislature's 2020 session, which was 
affected by coronavirus.
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Best Photo Package Class 3
St. Louis Business Journal — Dilip Vishwanat

Washington Missourian — Julia Hansen
St. Louis American — Wiley Price
Washington Missourian — Staff

Community Service Classes 1 & 2
Cassville Democrat — Jordan Troutman, Melonie Roberts

Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Jessi Dreckman, 

Sue Ann Jones
Phelps County Focus — Staff 

Community Service Class 3
St. Louis American — Staff

St. Louis Business Journal — Staff 
St. Louis Business Journal — Staff 
Best Editorial Pages Class 3

Washington Missourian — Patricia Miller, Ethan Colbert
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Staff 

St. Louis American — Staff
St. Louis Call Newspapers — Gloria Lloyd

Best Sports Pages Class 1
Cassville Democrat — Staff 

Maryville Forum — Staff
South Cass Tribune — Christopher Tenpenny, 

Dennis Minich
Maries County Advocate — Staff

Best Sports Pages Class 2
Richmond News — Shawn Roney, Dustin Danner, 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Laclede County Record — Alex  Boyer, Fines Massey, 

Shawna Bradley
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Phelps County Focus — Donald Dodd, Dave Roberts, Staff
Best Sports Pages Class 3

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle, Arron Hustead
Courier-Tribune — Mac Moore

St. Louis American — Earl Austin Jr., Alvin Reid
Best Sports News Story Class 1

Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra

Cassville Democrat — Jared Lankford, Kyle Troutman
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra

Best Sports News Story Class 2
Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Will Johnson

Laclede County Record — Alex Boyer
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Will Johnson
Best Sports News Story Class 3
St. Louis American — Sports Team

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Courier-Tribune — Mac Moore

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Best Sports Feature Story Class 1

Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
South Cass Tribune — Christopher Tenpenny

Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Greenfield Vedette — James McNary
Best Sports Feature Story Class 2

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Richmond News — Shawn Roney

Laclede County Record — Alex Boyer
Ozark | Christian County Headliner News — Pat Dailey

Best Sports Feature Story Class 3
St. Louis American — Earl Austin Jr.

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — David  Baugher
Washington Missourian — Arron Hustead
Washington Missourian — Arron Hustead

Best Sports Columnist
Classes 1 & 2

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Will Johnson
Best Sports Columnist Class 3
St. Louis American — Alvin A. Reid

St. Louis American — Earl Austin, Jr.
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Russell Korando

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Best News or Feature Special Section Class 1

Cassville Democrat — Staff 
Maryville Forum — Staff
Maryville Forum — Staff 
Maryville Forum — Staff

Karla Smith won Best Sports Feature Photo for mid-size 
weeklies with this shot for the Ozark County Times, Gaines-
ville.
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Best News or Feature Special Section Class 2
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Sue Ann Jones,

 Jenny Yarger, Regina Mozingo, Jessi Dreckman
Laclede County Record — Fines Massey, Chris Roden,

Jennifer Early, Shawna Bradley
Springfield Business Journal — Marty Goodnight, 
Eric Olson, Amanda Miller, McKenzie Robinson

Laclede County Record — Fines Massey, Chris Roden, 
Steve Smith, Shawana Bradley, Jennifer Early

Best News or Feature Special Section Class 3
Courier-Tribune — Staff 

Washington Missourian — Staff
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Laura Marlow, Staff 

St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Staff 
Best Investigative Reporting Classes 1 & 2

Phelps County Focus — Andrew Sheeley
Phelps County Focus — Andrew Sheeley

Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Best Investigative Reporting Class 3
St. Louis Call Newspapers — Gloria Lloyd

St. Louis American — Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis American — Rebecca Rivas

St. Louis American — Sophie Hurwitz
Best Local Business Coverage Classes 1 & 2

Springfield Business Journal — Staff
Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Best Local Business Coverage Class 3
St. Louis American — Staff

St. Louis Business Journal — Staff 
St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times — 

Jamie Mowers, Melissa Wilkinson 
Best Business Story Class 1

California Democrat — Austin Hornbostel
Maries County Advocate — Neal Johnson

Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari
Kahoka The Media — Mike Scott
Best Business Story Class 2

Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Laclede County Record — Chris Roden
Laclede County Record — Chris Roden

Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor — Robert Cox
Best Business Story Class 3

Washington Missourian — Elena K. Cruz
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Gordon Bess

Washington Missourian — Elena K. Cruz
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Jessica Shumaker

Best Coverage of Government Class 1
Maryville Forum — The Maryville Forum 

Maries County Advocate — Roxie Murphy, Jacob  Warden
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
South Cass Tribune — Dennis Minich

Best Coverage of Government Class 2
Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar

Perryville Perry County Republic-Monitor — Robert Cox
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Phelps County Focus — R.D. Hohenfeldt

Best Coverage of Government Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Steve Taylor

Kansas City Northeast News — Abby Hoover
Kansas City Northeast News — Elizabeth Orosco

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
Best Coverage of Rural Life or Agriculture

Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Washington Missourian — Laura Miserez, Julia Hansen, 

Kristen Dragotto
Courier-Tribune — Kellie Houx

Houston Herald — Staff 
Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture Class 1

Cassville Democrat — Jordan Troutman
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges

Greenfield Vedette — James McNary
Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture Class 2

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Laclede County Record — Steve Smith

Phelps County Focus — Kaitlin Brothers
Laclede County Record — Christy Dieman

Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture Class 3
Washington Missourian — Julie Murphy

Washington Missourian — Staff
Washington Missourian — Kristen Dragotto

Washington Missourian — Laura Miserez
Best Story About Religion Class 1

Shelbyville Shelby County Herald — Troy Treasure
South Cass Tribune — Sheryl Stanley

Maries County Advocate — Laura Schiermeier
Cassville Democrat — Jordan Troutman

Best Story About Religion Class 2
Phelps County Focus — Andrew Sheeley

Laclede County Record — Christy Dieman
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Best Story About Religion Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Laura  Marlow

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — Steve Taylor
Washington Missourian — Laura Miserez
Washington Missourian — Laura Miserez

Gina Langston and the Greenfield Vedette won first in small 
weeklies with this Best News Photo.
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Best Story About Education 
Class 1

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

California Democrat — 
Austin Hornbostel

Maries County Advocate — 
Roxie Murphy

Best Story About Education 
Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Jessi Dreckman

Laclede County Record — 
Laura Valenti

Best Story About Education 
Class 3

Washington Missourian — 
Laura Miserez

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Laura Marlow

St. Louis American — Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times 

— Melissa Wilkinson
Best Story About the Outdoors 

Class 1
Mexico Ledger — Nathan  Lilley

Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Van Buren The Current Local — Mike 
Grassham

Best Story About the Outdoors 
Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Laclede County Record — Chris Roden
Gainesville Ozark County Times — 

Amelia LaMair
Laclede County Record — Chris Roden
Best Story About the Outdoors 

Class 3
Washington Missourian — 

Laura Miserez
Washington Missourian — 

Laura Miserez
St. Louis American — Sophie Hurwitz

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Laura Marlow

Best Story About History Class 1
Maries County Advocate — 

Laura Schiermeier
Maries County Advocate — 

Laura Schiermeier
South Cass Tribune — Sheryl Stanley
Best Story About History Class 2

Laclede County Record — 
Kirk Pearce

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Sue Ann Jones

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Wayne Sayles

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Best Story About History Class 3
St. Louis American — Kenya Vaughn

Washington Missourian — 
Laura Miserez

Washington Missourian — 
Laura Miserez

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Laura Marlow

Best Military Story Class 1
California Democrat — 

Austin Hornbostel
California Democrat — 

Austin Hornbostel
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Best Military Story Class 2
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Phelps County Focus — 

Kaitlin Brothers
Gainesville Ozark County Times — 

Sue Ann Jones
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Best Military Story Class 3
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
Washington Missourian — 

Geoff Folsom
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Tony Krausz
Best Page Design Class 1

Maryville Forum — Staff
Maryville Forum —Staff 

Maries County Advocate — 
Jacob Warden

Best Page Design Class 2
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Laclede County Record — 

Shawna Bradley
Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar

Best Page Design Class 3
Courier-Tribune — Mac Moore

St. Louis American — Mike Terhaar
St. Louis American — Melvin Moore

Washington Missourian — 
Julia Hansen, Sarah Moore

Best Information Graphic Class 2
Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar

Warrenton Warren County Record — 
Adam Rollins, Scott Dupree

Odessa Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Best Information Graphic Class 3
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — 

Ryan O'Shea
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly — 

Ryan O'Shea
Washington Missourian — 

Sharon Pruessner
Washington Missourian — 

Sarah Moore, Elena K. Cruz, 
Kristen Dragotto

The Maryville Forum's Jon Dykstra captured these players' emotion and first 
place Best Sports Feature Photo for small weeklies with this shot.
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Best Editorial Cartoon Class 2
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Richmond News — 

Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia
Monroe City Lake Gazette —

Dennis Fletcher
Best Editorial Cartoon Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Judy Dixon

Kansas City Northeast News — 
Bryan Stalder

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Judy Dixon

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Judy Dixon

Best Newspapers in Education 
Project Class 2

Eldon Advertiser — 
Tammy  Witherspoon

Eldon Advertiser — 
Tammy  Witherspoon

Best Newspapers in Education 
Project Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Peggy Scott, Staff

St. Louis American — Cathy Sewell
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website Class 1
Cassville Democrat — Staff 

Edina Sentinel — Elsa Besler, 
Mike Scott, Echo Menges

Savannah Reporter — 
Brent Rosenauer, Ken Rosenauer

Maryville Forum — Staff
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website Class 2
Phelps County Focus — Staff 

Houston Herald — Staff 
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website Class 3
Washington Missourian — Staff

St. Louis Webster — Kirkwood Times 
— Randy Drilingas, Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis American — Staff 
Best Video Classes 1 & 2

Phelps County Focus — 
Kaitlin Brothers

Phelps County Focus — 
Kaitlin Brothers

Cassville Democrat — Staff 
Best Video Class 3

St. Louis American — Rebecca Rivas
St. Louis American — Rebecca Rivas

Kansas City Northeast News — 
Michael Bushnell, Bryan Stalder

St. Louis American — Dawn Suggs
Best Headline Writing 

Classes 1 & 2
Phelps County Focus — Staff 

Laclede County Record — 
Fines Massey

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Cassville Democrat — Staff

Best Headline Writing Class 3
Washington Missourian — Staff

St. Louis American — Staff
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Staff 
Best News or Feature Obituary 

Class 1
California Democrat — Paula  Tredway
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Maries County Advocate — 
Roxie Murphy

Cassville Democrat — 
Jordan Troutman

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 2

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Sue Ann Jones

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Sue Ann Jones

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Jessi Dreckman

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Sue Ann Jones

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 3

St. Louis American — Kenya Vaughn, 
Chris King

St. Louis American — Kenya Vaughn, 
Chris King

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Steve Taylor
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
Multi-Media Reporting

Springfield Business Journal — 
Christine Temple

St. Louis American — Staff 
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges

Magazine/Alternative Publication
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly 

— Staff
Laclede County Record — Fines 

Massey, Shawna Bradley, Chris Roden
Washington Missourian — Staff

Best Health Story Class 1
South Cass Tribune — Dennis Minich
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Cassville Democrat — 
Jordan Troutman

Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Best Health Story Class 2

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Norene Prososki 

Wright County Journal — Ron Schott
Perryville Perry County Republic-

Monitor — Robert Cox
Best Health Story Class 3

Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 
Laura Marlow

Courier-Tribune — Kellie Houx
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
Best COVID-19 Coverage Class 1

South Cass Tribune — Dennis 
Minich, Sheryl Stanley

Maryville Forum —Staff 
Cassville Democrat — Staff 

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges, 
Emilie Rumble

Best COVID-19 Coverage Class 2
Springfield Business Journal — Staff

Richmond News — 
Jack "Miles" Ventimiglia

Ste. Genevieve Herald — Toby Carrig, 
Mark Evans

Gainesville Ozark County Times — 
Sue Ann Jones

Best COVID-19 Coverage Class 3
Courier-Tribune — Staff

St. Louis Business Journal — staff 
Festus- Jefferson County Leader — 

Staff 
St. Louis Missouri Lawyers Weekly 

— Staff
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Newly Redesigned
2020 Volkswagen Passat

Kirkwood - (314) 966-0303
DeanTeamVWKirkwood.comBrandy Peters  (314) 717-3265

Ask Brandy about the newly
redesigned 2020 Volkswagen Passat.
More possiblities means more fun!
 More interior leg room and added 

technology makes this Passat
a must drive for any car enthusiast.

Featured Car of the Week 

by Mary Shapiro
The Webster Groves City Council on 

Feb. 16 selected Seneca-Green Street 
Collaborative LLC (SG Collaborative) as the 
developer for the Old Webster North area.

That redevelopment area is generally 
bounded by North Rock Hill Road, West 
Kirkham Avenue, Gore Avenue and West 
Pacific Avenue.

The council also authorized execution of a 
preliminary funding agreement to explore the 
feasibility of the city financing a portion of 
the costs of redevelopment. 

“When it comes to financing and economic 
development tools, we will explore options 
that do not cause harm to our school district 
while at the same time improving the city’s 
share of the pooled tax revenue,” the SG 
proposal states.

The city received two proposals — from 
SG Collaborative and another from Novus 
Development Co. Webster Groves Mayor 
Gerry Welch said the senior leadership of 
SG includes three long-time residents of 
Webster Groves who “not only live here, but 
understand the community.” The three are 
Larry Chapman, Joel Oliver and Liz Austin.

“The prospect of working in our own 
community is especially exciting. We will 
bring special expertise, understanding 
and sensitivity to this challenge,” SG 
Collaborative wrote in its proposal.

Green Street is the developer currently 
working with Olive + Oak in its expansion to, 
and renovation of, the former Auto Beauty 
Specialist building in Old Webster. Among its 

by Jaime Mowers
Kirkwood School District Board of Education 

Member Julie Backer admits she overstepped her 
boundaries as a board member in some cases, but 
she has also provided documents refuting some 
of the allegations against her for board policy 
violations.

A resolution to censure Backer, which was 
unexpectedly removed from the board’s Feb. 10 
meeting agenda, cites violations of several board 
policies related to conflicts of interest and the 
confidentiality of information discussed during 

closed sessions.
Prior to the meeting, Kirkwood School District 

Board of Education President Darnel Frost gave 
Backer an opportunity to resign from the board 
rather than face a public censure, but she refused.

Frost agreed not to ask the board to vote on the 
censure after he and Backer signed an agreement. 
In the agreement, Backer acknowledged that some 
of her actions were “inconsistent” with board 
policies and board norms, and that some of her 
efforts should be more directed toward “unified 
board action as opposed to personal advocacy.”

“I settled and signed an agreement to move 
the Kirkwood School District forward because 
I believed that would be best for our district and 
our community,” Backer said. “I thought others 
wanted the same. I was wrong.”

Less than 24 hours after the meeting, 52 pages 
of documents supporting the policy violations 
outlined in the censure were made publicly 
available on the board’s online agenda from the 
Feb. 10 meeting. The Times also received the 

Kirkwood School District

School Board’s Backer Responds To Censure Attempt
Julie 

Backer calls 
“attack” 

against her 
a “politically 

motivated 
hit job”   «continued on page 8

  «continued on page 4

Firm Chosen 
To Develop Old 
Webster North
Seneca-Green Street 
Collaborative to 
explore opportunities

Half-time at the Webster Groves High School “Senior Night” boys basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 18, featured a special show 
by the Purina Incredible Dog Team. The Statesmen teamed up with Purina to raise money for a teammate who is in need of a 
seizure response dog. Above, Ziptie flies high for a Frisbee tossed by Sara Brueske. | photo by Ursula Ruhl

Incredible Dogs For 
An Incredible Cause!

A Year After 
Fatal Shooting Of 

Kirkwood Teen, 
Suspect Remains

At Large
page 10

Webster-Kirkwood Times • South County Times • West End Word  |  314.968.2699  |  comment on all our news at www.timesnewspapers.com

Ursula Ruhl's doggone good photo 
secured first for the Webster-Kirkwood 
Times in Best Feature Photo for large 
weeklies.
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Dailies
General Excellence Class 1

Monett Times — Staff 
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Mitch Prentice, 

Joyce Miller, Michael Losch, Charis Patires
General Excellence Class 2
Columbia Missourian —  Staff

Joplin Globe — Staff
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Staff

Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff
General Excellence Class 3

Springfield News-Leader — Staff 
The Kansas City Star — Staff 

Best Overall Design
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Monett Times — Staff 
Joplin Globe — Staff

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Staff
Best Front Page Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian — Staff
Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff

Joplin Globe — Staff 
Best Front Page Class 3

The Kansas City Star — Staff 
Springfield News-Leader — Staff 

Best Breaking News Story Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael  Losch
Fulton Sun — Helen Wilbers

Sedalia Democrat — Emily Walton
Best Breaking News Story Class 2

Missouri Independent — Tessa Weinberg
Joplin Globe — Andy  Ostmeyer

Jefferson City News Tribune — Jeff Haldiman, Phillip Sitter
Joplin Globe — Kimberly  Barker

Best Breaking News Story Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch —Annika  Merrilees

Springfield News-Leader — Harrison Keegan
The Kansas City Star — Glenn E. Rice, Andrea Klick, 

Katie Moore
The Kansas City Star — Anna Spoerre, Jill Toyoshiba 

Best News Story Class 1
Marshall Democrat-News — Chris Allen

Park Hills Daily Journal — Sarah Haas
Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi

West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston
Best News Story Class 2

Columbia Missourian — Galen Bacharier
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jeff Long

Missouri Independent — Rebecca Rivas
Joplin Globe — Kevin  McClintock 

Best News Story Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Erin  Heffernan, Joel  Currier

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Jeremy  Kohler
Springfield News-Leader — Gregory J. Holman

The Kansas City Star — Katie Moore
Best Feature Story Class 1

Park Hills Daily Journal — Kevin Jenkins
Fulton Sun — Olivia Garrett

Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke, 
Faith Bemiss, Hope Lecchi

Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Best Feature Story Class 2

Columbia Daily Tribune — Aarik Danielsen
Columbia Missourian — Leanne Tippett Mosby

Joplin Globe — Kevin  McClintock 
Joplin Globe — Kimberly  Barker 

Best Feature Story Class 3
The Kansas City Star — Lisa  Gutierrez

Springfield News-Leader — Jackie Rehwald
The Kansas City Star — Mará Rose Williams

Springfield News-Leader — Steve Pokin 
Best News or Feature Series Class 1

Fulton Sun — Olivia Garrett
Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Monett Times — Kyle Troutman

Best News or Feature Series Class 2
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Columbia Missourian — Tynan Stewart, Caitlyn Rosen, 
Mikayla Easley, Lillie Hegeman, Seth Bodine

LakeExpo — Nathan Bechtold, Deborah Wolfe, 
Al Griffin, Vicki Wood

Jefferson City News Tribune — Joe Gamm, 
Jeff Haldiman, Layne Stracener, Phillip Sitter, Emily Cole

Best News or Feature Series Class 3
The Kansas City Star — Humera Lodhi, 

Kaitlin Washburn, Jelani Gibson, Erin Heffernan, 
Joel  Currier, Harrison  Keegan

Springfield News-Leader — Sara Karnes, 
Gregory J. Holman

Springfield News-Leader — Gregory J. Holman
Springfield News-Leader — Gregory J. Holman

Best Editorial Class 2
Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox

Jefferson City News Tribune — Gerry Tritz
Jefferson City News Tribune — Gerry Tritz
Jefferson City News Tribune — Gerry Tritz 

Mitch Prentice and the Camdenton Lake Sun Leader won 
first in Best Feature Photo small dailies.
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Best Editorial Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Staff
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Staff
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Staff
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Staff

Best Columnist — Humorous
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Kevin  McDermott

Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox
Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Jon K. Rust

Best Columnist — Serious Class 1
Monett Times — Kyle Troutman

Sedalia Democrat — Liz Schleicher
Sedalia Democrat — Bob Satnan

Best Columnist — Serious Class 2
Joplin Globe — Kevin  McClintock 

Missouri Independent — Jason  Hancock
Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox

Joplin Globe — Andy  Ostmeyer
Best Columnist — Serious Class 3

Springfield News-Leader — Steve Pokin
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Tony Messenger

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Kevin  McDermott 
Best News Photograph Class 1

West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston
Sedalia Democrat — Faith Bemiss
Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Mitch Prentice
Best News Photograph Class 2

Columbia Missourian — Armond Feffer
Columbia Missourian — Zephyrus Li

Columbia Daily Tribune — Madeline Carter
Joplin Globe — Laurie  Sisk 

Best News Photograph Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — David Carson
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Robert Cohen

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Laurie Skrivan
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Robert Cohen

Best Feature Photograph Class 1
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Mitch Prentice
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Mitch Prentice
West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston

Sedalia Democrat — Faith Bemiss
Best Feature Photograph Class 2

Columbia Missourian — Brian W. Kratzer
Columbia Daily Tribune — Don Shrubshell

Jefferson City News Tribune — Liv Paggiarino
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Ben Matthews

Best Feature Photograph Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Laurie Skrivan
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Colter Peterson
The Kansas City Star — Jill Toyoshiba

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 
Robert  Cohen

Best Sports Photograph Class 1
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — 

Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — 

Michael Losch
Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — 
Michael Losch

Best Sports Photograph Class 2
Columbia Missourian — Jeffrey Zide

Joplin Globe — Laurie  Sisk 
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Liv Paggiarino
Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian — Tony Capobianco
Best Sports Photograph Class 3

The Kansas City Star — Jill Toyoshiba
Kansas City Star — Rich Sugg

Springfield News-Leader — Andrew Jansen
The Kansas City Star — Tammy  Ljungblad

Jill Toyoshiba of The Kansas City Star won Best Sports 
Photo for large dailies with this action-filled shot.

Laurie Skrivan and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch won first in 
Best Feature Photo for large dailies.
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Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 1
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch

Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch
Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 2

Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic — Scott Borkgren
Columbia Missourian — Dan Shular

Columbia Missourian — Trenton Almgren-Davis
Jefferson City News Tribune — Liv Paggiarino
Best Sports Feature Photograph Class 3

The Kansas City Star — Tammy  Ljungblad
Springfield News-Leader — Andrew Jansen

The Kansas City Star — Jill Toyoshiba
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Colter Peterson
Best Photo Illustration Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Daily Tribune — Gabriela Velasquez
Jefferson City News Tribune — Liv Paggiarino

Columbia Missourian — Hillary Tan
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jacob Wiegand

Best Photo Illustration Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Christian Gooden

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Laurie Skrivan
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Laurie Skrivan

Springfield News-Leader — Andrew Jansen
Best Photo Package Class  1

Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Marshall Democrat-News — Sarah Gray

Monett Times — Kyle Troutman, Melonie Roberts
Sedalia Democrat — Faith Bemiss
Best Photo Package Class 2
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jacob Wiegand
Joplin Globe — Roger Nomer
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best Photo Package Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Robert  Cohen, 

Gary Hairlson, Brent Fisher

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Laurie Skrivan, 
Gary Hairlson, Wade  Wilson

Springfield News-Leader — Andrew Jansen
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Laurie Skrivan, 

Gary Hairlson, Wade Wilson
Community Service

Monett Times — Lisa Craft
Columbia Missourian — Staff
The Kansas City Star — Staff 

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
Best Sports Pages

Monett Times — Staff 
Joplin Globe — Staff

Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff
Jefferson City News Tribune — Tom Rackers, Greg Jackson, 

Jason Strickland, Colin O'Brien
Best Sports News Story Class 1

Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King
Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King
Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King

Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch
Best Sports News Story Class 2

Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic — 
Scott Borkgren, Brian Rosener

Columbia Missourian — Liam Quinn
Columbia Missourian — Jackson Stone

Joplin Globe — Jim  Henry
Best Sports News Story Class 3

The Kansas City Star — Sam McDowell
Springfield News-Leader — Wyatt D. Wheeler

The Kansas City Star — Sam McDowell
Best Sports Feature Story Class 1

Kirksville Daily Express & News — Austin Miller
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch

Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King
Best Sports Feature Story Class 2
Columbia Daily Tribune — Eric Blum
Columbia Missourian — Adam Cole
Columbia Missourian — Adam Cole
Columbia Missourian — Max Baker

Best Sports Feature Story Class 3
Springfield News-Leader — Wyatt D. Wheeler

The Kansas City Star — Sam McDowell, Eric Adler
The Kansas City Star — Sam McDowell

The Kansas City Star — Vahe Gregorian
Best Sports Columnist Class 1

West Plains Daily Quill — Chris Herbolsheimer
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Michael Losch

Best Sports Columnist Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune — Tom Rackers

Columbia Daily Tribune — Kevin Graeler
Independence Examiner — Bill  Althaus

Joplin Globe — Jim  Henry
Best Sports Columnist Class 3

Springfield News-Leader — Wyatt D. Wheeler
The Kansas City Star — Sam  Mellinger

The Kansas City Star — Vahe Gregorian

Kimberly Langston won first for small dailies Best News 
Photo with this capture for the West Plains Daily Quill.
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Best News or Feature Special 
Section Class 1

Marshall Democrat-News — Staff
Monett Times — Staff 
Monett Times — Staff 

Sedalia Democrat — Democrat & 
Star-Journal Staff

Best News or Feature Special 
Section Class 2

Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic 
— Staff 

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
Columbia Missourian — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best Investigative Reporting 
Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian — Jordan 
Meier, Mawa Iqbal, Spencer Norris

Fulton Sun — Helen Wilbers
Joplin Globe — Jeff Lehr

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Joe Gamm

Best Investigative Reporting 
Class 3

The Kansas City Star — 
Judy L. Thomas, Laura Bauer

The Kansas City Star — Luke Nozicka
Springfield News-Leader — 

Steve Pokin
The Kansas City Star — Allie  Kite, 

Glenn E. Rice, Mike Hendricks
Best Local Business Coverage

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
Springfield News-Leader — Staff 

Sedalia Democrat — Staff 
Best Business Story Class 1

Park Hills Daily Journal — Sarah Haas
Sedalia Democrat — Emily Walton
Monett Times — Melonie Roberts

Marshall Democrat-News — 
Sarah Gray

Best Business Story Class 2
Columbia Missourian — 

Caitlyn Rosen, Seth Bodine
LakeExpo — Nathan Bechtold
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Nicole Roberts
Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian — Jay Wolz
Best Business Story Class 3

The Kansas City Star — Bryan  Lowry, 
Kevin  Hardy , Steve  Vockrodt

Springfield News-Leader — Katie Kull
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Colleen  Schrappen
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Jacob  Barker
Best Coverage of Government 

Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Staff 

Park Hills Daily Journal — 
Mark Marberry

Park Hills Daily Journal — 
Bobby  Radford

Best Coverage of Government 
Class 2

Missouri Independent — Tessa 
Weinberg, Rudi  Keller, Rebecca Rivas

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 

Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Rick Fahr 

Best Coverage of Government 
Class 3

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 
Jacob  Barker

The Kansas City Star — 
Jason  Hancock, Kevin  Hardy, 

Steve  Vockrodt
Springfield News-Leader — 

Austin Huguelet
Best Coverage of Rural Life or 

Agriculture Classes 2 & 3
Columbia Missourian — 

Caitlyn Rosen, Seth Bodine, 
Tynan Stewart, Lillie Hegeman

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Rick Fahr

Springfield News-Leader — 
Wes Johnson, Jan Peterson

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture Class 1

Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Sedalia Democrat — Emily Walton

Marshall Democrat-News — 
Chris Allen

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture Class 2

Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Jay Wolz

Columbia Missourian — Seth Bodine
Columbia Missourian — 

Ziye Kelsey Tang
Columbia Missourian — Emily Wolf
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture Class 3
The Kansas City Star — 

Mike  Hendricks 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Jesse  Bogan

The Kansas City Star — 
Judy L. Thomas, Laura  Bauer

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Jesse  Bogan
Best Story About Religion 

Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi

Fulton Sun — Olivia Garrett
Park Hills Daily Journal — 

Victoria  Kemper
Best Story About Religion 

Class 2
Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian — Ben Matthews
Cape Girardeau Southeast 

Missourian — Jacob Wiegand
LakeExpo — Kate Robbins

Joplin Globe — Kevin  McClintock 
Best Story About Religion 

Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Erin  Heffernan
Springfield News-Leader — 

Steve Pokin
Springfield News-Leader — 

Harrison Keegan
Springfield News-Leader — 

Sara Karnes

Armond Feffer of the Columbia Missourian captured this shot of a University of 
Missouri student-led protest for first place in Best News Photo for mid-size dailies.
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Best Story About Education Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi

West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston
Best Story About Education Class 2

Columbia Missourian — Tran Nguyen
Jefferson City News Tribune — Layne Stracener

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jay Wolz
Missouri Independent — Tessa Weinberg
Best Story About Education Class 3

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 
Blythe Bernhard, Laurie  Skrivan

The Kansas City Star — Sarah  Ritter
The Kansas City Star — Mará Rose Williams, Sarah Ritter

Springfield News-Leader — Claudette Riley
Best Story About the Outdoors Class 1

West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston
Monett Times — Jordan Troutman

West Plains Daily Quill — Kimberly Langston
Best Story About the Outdoors Class 2

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jacob Wiegand
Columbia Missourian — Abbey Tauchen

Columbia Missourian — Savannah Bennett
Columbia Missourian — Xander Negozio

Best Story About the Outdoors Class 3
Springfield News-Leader — Wes Johnson

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Bryce  Gray
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Valerie Schremp Hahn

Springfield News-Leader — Wes Johnson
Best Story About History Class 1

Monett Times — Mike Gervais
Fulton Sun — Helen Wilbers

West Plains Daily Quill — Chris Herbolsheimer
Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi

Best Story About History Class 2
Joplin Globe — Emily  Younker 
Joplin Globe — Andy  Ostmeyer

Columbia Missourian — Max Baker
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller
Best Story About History Class 3

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Jane  Henderson
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Valerie  Schremp Hahn

The Kansas City Star — Eric  Adler
Springfield News-Leader — Steve Pokin

Best Military Story Class 1
Fulton Sun — Helen Wilbers

Sedalia Democrat — Faith Bemiss
Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi

Best Military Story Class 2
Columbia Daily Tribune — Aarik Danielsen

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Rick Fahr
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic — Donna Farley

Columbia Missourian — Abbey Tauchen
Best Military Story Class 3

Springfield News-Leader — Steve Pokin
The Kansas City Star — Tara  Copp, 

Jason  Hancock, Bryan  Lowry
Springfield News-Leader — Steve Pokin

Springfield News-Leader — Wes Johnson
Best Page Design Class 2

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Staff
Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff

Jefferson City News Tribune — Molly Morris
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best Information Graphic Classes 2 & 3
Columbia Missourian — Ben Scott

Columbia Missourian — Jessica Blake
Joplin Globe — Nathan  Mills 

Springfield News-Leader — Austin Huguelet
Best Editorial Cartoon Class 2

Jefferson City News Tribune — Jim Dyke
Columbia Missourian — John Darkow
Independence Examiner — Joe Liccar

Jefferson City News Tribune — Jim Dyke
Best Newspapers in Education Project Class 2

Joplin Globe — Amanda  Stone
Joplin Globe — Amanda  Stone

Best Online Newspaper or Website Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Staff 

Monett Times — Staff 
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — Mitch Prentice,

 Joyce Miller, Michael Losch, Charis Patires
Best Online Newspaper or Website Classes 2 & 3

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Missouri Independent — Jason Hancock

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
LakeExpo — Brent Simpson, Nathan Bechtold, Sara 

Halverson, Gina Garriott, Kate Robbins, Taylor Buckley
Best Video Classes 1 & 2

Jefferson City News Tribune — Nicole Roberts
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Columbia Missourian — Zephyrus Li, Grace Noteboom, 
Megan Oosthuizen, Minh Connors, Jacob  Moscovitch, 

Brian Kratzer
Columbia Daily Tribune — Eric Blum

Best Video Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Colter Peterson
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — Colter Peterson

By BRIAN ROSENER
Sports Editor

Jackson limited Kiley 
Bess to just three shots but 
Poplar Bluff was leading 
by double digits midway 
through the second quarter. 

Instead of Bess, it 
was Hannah Bass knock-
ing down 3-pointers as 
the Mules sprinted ahead 
Thursday night in front of a 
packed Senior High Gym.

“How about my best 
friend Hannah Bass?” said 
Bess. “I love her to death 
and she definitely showed 
out tonight.”

Bess, Bass and Pop-
lar Bluff’s seniors ended 
three years of frustration 
Thursday night by beating 
Jackson 49-44 to claim the 
MSHSAA Class 5 District 
1 championship.

Bass scored 14 points, 
sinking 4 of 8 shots from 
3-point range, Bess added 
12 with a team-high six 
rebounds and three assists. 
Emma Johnson and Katie 
Pattillo also connected on 
3-pointers for the Mules, 
who missed their first eight 
shots.

“It felt amazing and I 

just felt a 
rush to keep 
doing it,” 
Bass said of 
sinking her 
first 3-point-
er to open 
the second 
quarter that 

started a 13-0 run.
“We wanted that forev-

er. All the struggles we’ve 
had the past few years, it 
definitely gave us a push. It 
finally happened.”

After falling to Jackson 
in the final the last three 
years, the Mules claimed 
the program’s 15th dis-
trict title and the first since 
2011. 

Poplar Bluff (18-9) will 
play the District 2 champi-
on in the MSHSAA Class 5 
sectional playoff at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday at Jefferson 
College in Hillsboro. 

Oakville (17-8) and Cor 
Jesu (14-12) will meet in 
the District 2 final Friday.

“We didn’t play well 
tonight, by any means. It 
was a grind,” said Mules 
coach John David Pattillo, 
who won his fifth title at 
his alma mater and first as 
girls coach. 

Said senior Katie Pat-
tillo, “It’s pretty special. It 
means everything. I mean, 
me and my dad are so close 
and basketball brings us 
together even more. It was 
just great.”

It wasn’t easy. 
Jackson (14-13) cut 

a 13-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter down to a 
single point with 2:43 still 
to play.

Katie Pattillo knocked 
down a pair of foul shots 
and Jackson threw the ball 
away with a high pass to 
the corner. Sierra Sievers 
came down with an offen-
sive rebound and Pattillo 
was sent back to the foul 
line with 62 seconds left 
where she sank the second. 

Piper Gulliams, who 
had a team-high 17 points 
for Jackson, knocked down 
a 3-pointer to cut the deficit 
to a point. 

Johnson sank two foul 
shots with 20 seconds left 
and after she rebounded a 
missed 3, Bess stepped to 
the line with 4.2 seconds 
left leading by three.

JUPITER, Fla. (AP) 
— Many major leaguers 
play golf during off days in 
spring training.

Some go fishing. Or just 
chill.

St. Louis Cardinals man-
ager Mike Shildt has other 
plans: He’s getting married.

“People have been ques-
tioning it,” said the wedding 
Card, referring to the tim-
ing. “For us, clearly it’s a 
no-brainer.”

The 51-year-old Shildt 
will manage both St. Lou-
is split-squad games on 
Thursday, with the wed-
ding party attending the 
evening game in West 
Palm Beach against Wash-
ington. 

He’ll trade the crack of 
bats for the clang of bells 
on Friday before returning 
to the ballpark on Saturday 
to manage again.

“I’m a pretty present 
guy. I know where I’m go-
ing tomorrow and I know 
where I’m going today,” 

Shildt said. “I show up and 
be present and enjoy the 
opportunities in both.”

Shildt’s bride-to-be, 
Michelle Segrave, has 
family in South Florida, 
one of the reasons the 
couple chose the date and 
location.

Holding a ceremony 
during the baseball sea-
son, which can run from 
late March until early No-
vember, didn’t make much 
sense to the couple.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020

MSHSAA BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

CLASS 5
Sectional

at Jefferson 
College

Wednesday,
GIRLS 6 p.m.
BOYS 7:45 p.m.

JOY & PAIN FOR MULES

CARDINALS

Shildt to get married on off day
By CHUCK KING
Associated Press

AP/Jeff Roberson

St. Louis Cardinals manager Mike Shildt talks with members of his team during spring 
training practice Wednesday in Jupiter, Fla. 

DAR/Scott Borkgren

Poplar Bluff’s Abby Turner (25) holds the MSHSAA Class 5 District 1 championship plaque after Poplar Bluff defeated Jackson on Thursday in Poplar Bluff.

Mules hold off Jackson 
for first title since 2011

Jackson thwarts 
Mules again in final

POPLAR BLUFF - With 
perfect free-throw shooting 
down the stretch, Jackson 
defended its district title, 
this time on Poplar Bluff’s 
court.

The Indians were 4 for 4 
in the final 15 seconds of the 
game to beat Poplar Bluff 
49-45 on Thursday in Poplar 

Bluff.
It was sophomore Quinn 

Scott who made the final 
two to ice the game for Jack-
son.

“I’ve been int he situa-
tion before against New Ma-
drid Central. I had to make 
three to force overtime,” 
Scott said. “It was nerve-
wracking, but I’ve been in 
this situation before.”

The Indians will play the 

winner of Mehlville (20-5) 
and Oakville (15-12) at 7:45 
p.m. Wednesday at Jefferson 
College in Hillsboro, Mo.

Scott added he was proud 
to continue Jackson’s win-
ning tradition. “Jackson’s 
known for winning districts. 
First year playing in a dis-
trict championship.”

By SCOTT BORKGREN
Sports Writer

DAR/Brian Rosener

Poplar Bluff senior Josiah Kilgore, left, and teammates watch Jackson celebrate following 
the MSHSAA Class 5 District 1 championship game Thursday night at the Senior High Gym. 

See SHILDT/Page 9

See MULES/Page 9 See JACKSON/Page 9

Scott Borkgren of the Poplar Bluff Daily American Republi-
can captured this celebration for first place in Best Sports 
Feature Photo for mid-size dailies.
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Learn more at

Online News

Reporter's

Handbook on the

Courts & Legal

Glossary

Connecting

reporters

with legal

sources

Media Law

Handbook

News.MoBar.org
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The Kansas City Star — 
Tammy  Ljungblad

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 
Colter Peterson

Best Headline Writing 
Springfield News-Leader — Harrison 
Keegan, Steve Pokin, Wes Johnson, 

Amos Bridges, Stephen Herzog
Missouri Independent — 

Jason Hancock
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 1

Kirksville Daily Express & News — 
Austin Miller

Kirksville Daily Express & News — 
Austin Miller

Sedalia Democrat — Hope Lecchi
Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke

Best News or Feature Obituary 
Class 2

Columbia Missourian — 
Roshae Hemmings

Columbia Missourian — Connor Giffin
Joplin Globe — Jim  Henry 
Columbia Missourian — 

Roshae Hemmings
Best News or Feature Obituary 

Class 3
Springfield News-Leader — 

Wes Johnson
Springfield News-Leader — 

Austin Huguelet

Springfield News-Leader — 
Claudette Riley

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 
Erin  Heffernan

Multi-Media Reporting 
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff
Joplin Globe — Staff

Magazine/Alternative 
Publication

Joplin Globe — Kevin  McClintock 
Camdenton Lake Sun Leader — 

Charis  Patires
Monett Times — Staff 

Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Staff

Best Health Story Class 1
Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke

Monett Times — Melonie Roberts
West Plains Daily Quill — 

Nicholas Haring
Best Health Story Class 2

Columbia Missourian — 
Janae McKenzie

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Joe Gamm

Cape Girardeau Southeast 
Missourian — Jay Wolz

Missouri Independent — 
Adam Satrya Jackson

Best Health Story Class 3
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Michele  Munz
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Michele Munz, David  Carson
Springfield News-Leader — 

Austin Huguelet
St. Louis Post-Dispatch — 

Michele  Munz, Laurie  Skrivan
Best Coverage of Elections

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff
Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff

Springfield News-Leader — Staff 
Joplin Globe — Emily  Younker 

Best COVID-19 Coverage
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic 

— Staff 
Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff 
Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox, 

Mike Genet
Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff

The Columbia Missourian's Brian 
Kratzer was able to make this explosive 
shot and won Best Feature Photo for 
mid-size dailies.
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