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You’ve probably heard that the 
three P words in publishing are 
printing, payroll and postage. 

It’s been said that if you can keep pay-
ing for those you’ll probably be able to 
survive as a publisher.

Doing that and actually making 
a profit, seems 
to be more of 
a persistent 
problem in these 
past few years, 
maybe more.

T h i n g s 
seem to have 
become more 
problematic and 
c o m p l i c a t e d 
with a plethora 
of P words 
these days, 
like platforms, 
p e r s o n n e l , 
p r o d u c t i o n , 
p o l i t i c i a n s , 
pessimists, PCs 
(as opposed to 
Macs), and now 
PDFs, which 
I think stands 
for personal 
document files, 
but the lengthy 
list of acronyms 
today has 
become much 
longer than 
my ability to 
remember that 
for which they stand.

Anyway, if you haven’t heard 
by now, NewzGroup, the company 
Missouri Press Service and 
Association works with for digital 
tear sheets, is no longer accepting 
print copies of newspapers for digital 
scanning and archiving purposes. 
That means If you currently send 
hard copies of your newspaper 
to the Missouri Press’ offices in 

Columbia, that will continue for 
now. Until a permanent solution 
is determined, Missouri Press 
will be working with Illinois Press 
Association to scan public notices 
and obtain the necessary digital tear 
sheets. However, if you relied on this 

a r r a n g e m e n t 
for NewzGroup 
to scan and 
digitally archive 
your newspaper, 
that function 
is no longer 
available.

Those of 
us who are 
c u r r e n t l y 
sending digital 
copies, or pdf’s, 
to NewzGroup 
can continue to 
do so. However, 
if you are not 
sending digital 
copies of your 
newspaper for 
archiving and 
digital tear 
sheet purposes, 
it’s time to do 
so. Contact 
Ted Lawrence 
at tlawrence@
m o p r e s s . c o m 
or by phone at 
(573) 449-4167, 
ext. 312 and Ted 
will be glad to 

help.
Some of you youngins may be 

wondering why they’re called “tear 
sheets.” Well, back in the days of 
pica polls, waxers, halftones and 
layout sheets, when we actually did 
“cut and paste” copy onto paper 
pages, we literally had to cut out or 
tear out ads from printed copies of 
grocery ads (remember those?) and 
other advertisements for our clients. 

Believe me, making a PDF is easier, 
even for Luddites like myself.

Apparently some 90 newspapers 
are mailing hard copies to MPA, so 
I may not be the only Luddite out 
there, but that adds up to a whole 
lot of newspapers to be forwarded 
to the Illinois Press Association, 
which means those not sending 
digital copies to NewzGroup 
should get started right away.  
Procrastination is another P word 
that plagues many of us and I’m 
probably the president of that group 
as well because we’re still mailing 
hard copies, and not sending PDFs 
to the State Historical Society of 
Missouri, where the greatest store of 
Missouri newspaper archives exists. 
One of our Convention speakers at 
Excelsior Springs back in September 
2021 requested that we all do that as 
well.

I’m planning on making that 
change, tomorrow.

As for the future, Missouri Press 
promises a more streamlined 
approach that requires members to 
send in fewer printed copies of their 
newspaper and just submit digital 
files.

“Balancing the print and 
digital production of newspaper 
publishing is critical to ensuring 
the continuation of the Missouri 
newspaper industry,” say Matthew 
and Mark. “It will require every 
member to adapt to changing 
processes to secure journalism’s 
future in this state.”

I couldn’t have put it more 
perfectly.

“Some of you youngins 
may be wondering why 

they're called 'tear 
sheets.' Well, back in the 

days of pica polls, 
waxers, halftones and 

layout sheets, when we 
actually did 'cut and 

paste' copy onto paper 
pages, we literally had to 

cut out or tear out ads 
from printed copies .”

Produce PDFs, promote 
paper’s publishing power
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St. Louis — Alan Achkar was announced as the new 
executive editor of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, a return to 

Missouri for the 20-year veteran editor. 
Achkar replaces Gilbert Bailon, who left 
the Post-Dispatch in February to join an 
NPR affiliate in Texas.

Achkar previously led the Post-
Dispatch’s news coverage as deputy 
metro editor and metro editor for 
eight years beginning in 2005. He then 
joined the South Bend, Ind. Tribune as 
executive editor. The Tribune was sold to 

GateHouse Media in 2019 and after that company’s merger 
with Gannett, Achkar was named northern Indiana editor.

Under Achkar’s guidance, the South Bend Tribune was 
named a finalist for the Goldsmith Investigative Reporting 
Prize and for the News Leaders Association Award for 
Local Accountability Reporting. In a speech to the Post-
Dispatch’s staff during his hiring announcement, Achkar 
said the platform set out by founding publisher Joseph 
Pulitzer nearly 115 years ago, would be his guide.

Pulitzer wrote at the time that his paper would "always 
fight for progress and reform, never tolerate injustice or 
corruption, always fight demagogues of all parties, never 
belong to any party, always oppose privileged classes and 
public plunderers, never lack sympathy with the poor, 
always remain devoted to the public welfare, never be 
satisfied with merely printing news, always be drastically 
independent, never be afraid to attack wrong, whether by 
predatory plutocracy or predatory poverty.”

"His words are as relevant today as they were over 
100 years ago," Achkar said. "Our job is to live up to his 
standards.”

Moberly — Winona Whitaker has joined the Moberly 
Monitor-Index as the publication’s new managing editor. 
An Iowa native, Whitaker’s journalism career began as 
editor of Centerville High School’s newspaper, while also 
writing stories for the now-defunct Daily Iowegian.

After graduating, Whitaker joined the Iowegian’s 

sports department, eventually 
becoming sports editor. She 
would later advance through 
the newsroom to become the 
newspaper’s city editor, before 
leaving the workforce to focus 
on raising her children. She 
returned to journalism in 2016, 
writing for CNHI’s The Ottumwa 
Courier (which was merged with 
the Iowegian in 2020) and The Clinton Herald.

Whitaker told readers she is excited about working in 
Moberly and praised publisher Tim Schmidt’s dedication 
to community newspapers. “I’ve seen first-hand what large 
media corporations do to local newspapers. I’m excited to 
work for a local publisher who is committed to creating a 
quality newspaper focused on community news.”

Kirksville — Marty Bachman became managing editor 
of the Kirksville Daily Express in February. He joined 

the newspaper after serving more than 
four years as managing editor of The De 
Queen Bee in Arkansas and has a total 
of more than 30 years of experience as 
an editor, writer, photographer and 
videographer.

Bachman began his career in San 
Bernardino, Calif. and in 1993, founded 
Colton City News in Southern California, 
followed by Grand Terrace City News 

and Loma Linda City News. All three newspapers continue 
to be published.

He began making news videos around 2005 and recently 
released a 90-minute documentary about the 125-year 
history of The De Queen Bee Co.

“I’m excited to be in Kirksville and to be a part of this 
historic city and newspaper,” Bachman said. “I look forward 
to writing about the lives and adventures of the people 
that work and reside here with the goal of developing a 
newspaper that reflects what the community desires.”
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CALENDAR
May

13 — Missouri Photojournalism Hall of 
Fame Nominations Due

 June
23 — First Amendment Golf Classic, 
Loutre Shore Country Club, Hermann

24 — Show-Me Press Association 
Annual Meeting, Hermann

24 — MPA/MPS/MPF Summer Board 
Meeting & Show-Me Press Association 
Annual Meeting, Hermann

 August
18 — MPA Past President's and 
Spouses Dinner, Jefferson City

 September
15-17 — 156th Annual Convention 
and Trade Show, Lodge of Four 
Seasons, Lake Ozark

October
20 — Missouri Photojournalism Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony, Columbia

By Matthew Barba
Missouri Press News

NewzGroup, the company Missouri Press Service and Association works 
with for digital tear sheets, is no longer accepting print copies of newspapers 
for digital scanning and archiving purposes.

What does this mean for Missouri Press members?
If you currently send hard copies of your newspaper to Missouri Press’ 

offices in Columbia, that will continue for now. Until a permanent solution 
is determined, Missouri Press will be working with Illinois Press Association 
to scan public notices and obtain the necessary digital tear sheets.

However, if you relied on this arrangement for NewzGroup to scan and 
digitally archive your newspaper, that function is no longer available.

What can Missouri Press members do?
If you currently send digital copies of your newspaper to NewzGroup, 

please continue. 
If you are not sending digital copies of your newspaper for archiving 

and digital tear sheet purposes, now is a great time to start. Contact Ted 
Lawrence at tlawrence@mopress.com or by phone at (573) 449-4167, ext. 
312 for more information.

Also, please see MPA President Roger Dillon’s column on Page 2 of this 
month’s Missouri Press News for his thoughts on adapting to this changing 
process.

What’s next?
This isn’t the first time the tear sheet process has changed for Missouri 

Press members, including when MPS sold off its service to NewzGroup’s 
precursor more than 20 years ago.

Moving forward, Missouri Press members can expect a more streamlined 
approach that requires they send in fewer printed copies of their newspaper 
and just submit digital files.

Balancing the print and digital production of newspaper publishing is 
critical to ensuring the continuation of the Missouri newspaper industry. 
It will require every member to adapt to changing processes to secure 
journalism’s future in this state.

Important change 
coming to 

NewzGroup service
Physical newspapers will 

no longer be digitally 
scanned or archived.

Did you know?
     You can find all of the latest 
registration forms for Missouri Press' 
events online at www.mopress.com.
     The website also has award 
nomination forms, board of director 
applications and much more.

Are you receiving Missouri Press' emails? 
To get yourself or another member of your staff 

on our email list, or for more information,
 please contact mbarba@mopress.com

http://www.mopress.com
mailto:mbarba@mopress.com
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2022
Missouri Press Advertising
and Marketing Executives

Board of Officers and Directors

Interested in becoming more involved with Missouri Press Advertising and Marketing Executives?  Please contact a MPAME board member 
or Kristie Fortier with Missouri Press Association at kfortier@mopress.com or by phone at 573-449-4167.

 
Interested in entering the Missouri Press Advertising and Marketing Executives 

2023 Advertising Contest? 
Please contact Missouri Press Association at mopressads@mopress.com or 573-449-4167.

President
Bryan Chester

Columbia Missourian
chesterb@missouri.edu

 

Treasurer - Secretary
Kristie Fortier                                                                  

Missouri Press Association
kfortier@mopress.com

 

Director
Kevin Jones

St. Louis American
kjones@stlamerican.com 

Director
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville

Director
Gina Langston
Joplin Globe

Director
Brittney Cady

Jefferson City News Tribune

Past President
James White

Benton County Enterprise
jameswhite@bentoncountyenterprise.com

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST AD SMALLER THAN FULL PAGE - NO SMALLER THAN 1/4 PAGE
Dailies 

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

First Place
Travis Smith

Park Hills Daily Journal

First Place
Mary Rayfield

Washington Missourian

First Place
Ron Schott

Wright County Journal

First Place
Allyson Penner
Seymour Webster 
County Citizen

Second Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Debra Skaggs &

Glenda Potts
Festus - Jefferson County Leader

Second Place
Daniel Foust &
Jennifer Early

Laclede County Record

Second Place
Karen Payne & Sharon Donat

Richmond News

Third Place
Courtney Adams

Joplin Globe

Honorable Mention
Scott Dupree
Mexico Ledger

Third Place
Bethany Alzanadi &

Bryan Stalder
Kansas City Northeast News

Third Place
Skye Pournazari
Maryville Forum

Third Place
Hannah Davis

Monroe City Lake Gazette

Honorable Mention
Larry Saylor &
Debbie Baker

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Honorable Mention
Mandie Miller &

McKenzie Robinson
Springfield Business Journal

Honorable Mention
Beverly Hannum & 

Dan Whemer
Seymour Webster County Citizen

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST FULL PAGE AD
Dailies

Second Place
Michelle Menley & 
Darren Hendricks

Park Hills Daily Journal

Second Place
Sarah Moore

Washington Missourian

Second Place
Daniel Foust &

Beth Chism
Laclede County Record

Second Place
Karen Payne &
Sharon Donat

Richmond News

Third Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
Nathan Burrus, Larry Saylor 

& Debbie Baker
St. Louis Call Newspapers

Third Place
Regina Mozingo

Ozark County Times

Third Place
Beverly Hannum
Seymour Webster
County Citizen

First Place
Brett Zacarello

Joplin Globe

First Place
Bryan Stalder

Kansas City  Northeast News

First Place
Tammy Curtis

Owensville Gasconade 
County Republican

First Place
Karen Payne

Richmond News

Honorable Mention
Scott Dupree
Mexico Ledger

Honorable Mention
Debra Skaggs & 

Glenda Potts
Festus - Jefferson County Leader

Honorable Mention
Mandy Anderson & 

Scott Dupree
Warrenton Warren County Record

Honorable Mention
Karen Payne &
Wanda Rowe

Excelsior Springs Standard

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST AD SMALLER THAN A 1/4 PAGE
Dailies

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

First Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

First Place
Michelle Engelhardt &

Andrea Chambers
Columbia Missourian

First Place
Dennis Warden

Owensville Gasconade
County Republican

First Place
Hannah Davis

Monroe City Lake Gazette

Honorable Mention
Larry Saylor & Debbie Baker

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Honorable Mention
Regina Mozingo

Ozark County Times

Honorable Mention
Karen Payne

Excelsior Springs Standard

Second Place
Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Second Place
Regina Mozingo

Ozark County Times

Second Place
Karen Payne & Sharon Donat

Richmond News

Third Place
Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Third Place
Skye Pournazari &

Twyla Martin
Maryville Forum

Third Place
Karen Payne

Richmond News

Second Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
Scott Dupree
Mexico Ledger

Honorable
Mention

Scott Dupree
Moberly Monitor

Index

http://www.mopress.com


Missouri Press News, May 2022www.mopress.com10

BEST AD SERIES
Weeklies

Weeklies & Dailies

First Place
Bryan Stalder

Kansas City
Northeast News

First Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic Monitor

Second Place
Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Third Place
Jennifer Early,

Bethany Cranmer,
Rebecca Dinwiddlie,

Shawna Bradley &
Daniel Foust

Laclede County Record

Honorable Mentkon
St. Loius American Staff

St. Louis American

Second Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

Third Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

Honorable Mention
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

BEST AD CONTENT ENTIRE PUBLICATION

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST SINGLE HOUSE AD
Dailies

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

First Place
Darren Hendricks, Michael 

Distelhorst, Michelle Menley 
& Teresa Ressel Inserra
Park Hills Daily Journal

First Place
Jeanine York & Sarah Moore

Washington Missourian

Second Place
Jeanine York

Washington Missourian

Third Place
Larry Saylor, Nathan Burrus 

& Debbie Baker
St. Louis Call Newspapers

Honorable Mention
Nathan Burrus & Debbie Baker

St Louis Call Newspapers

First Place
Ron Schott

Wright County Journal

First Place
Beverly Hannum,

Anna Sturdefant &
Dan Wehmer

Seymour Webster
County Citizen

Second Place
Dan Wehmer &

Beverly Hannum
Seymour Webster
County Citizen

Second Place
Shawna Bradley & 

Beth Chism
Laclede County Record

Third Place
Ron Schott

Wright County Journal

Honorable Mention
Ron Schott

Wright County Joural

Second Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
Hannah Davis

Monroe City
Lake Gazette

http://www.mopress.com
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Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

MOST CREATIVE USE OF FULL COLOR
Dailies

First Place
Courtney Adams

Joplin Globe

First Place
Bryan Stalder

Kansas City Northeast News

First Place
Dan Wehmer &

Beverly Hannum
Seymour Webster County Citizen

First Place
Cynthia Reeves

Springfield Business Journal

Second Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Nathan Burrus &

Debbie Baker
St. Louis Call Newspapers

Second Place
Dan Wehmer

Seymour Webster
County Citizen

Second Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

Third Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
Larry Saylor &
Debbie Baker

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Third Place
Becky Holloway

Tipton Times

Third Place
Tammy Curtis

Owensville Gasconade
County Republican

Honorable Mention
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Honorable Mention
Jeanine York

Washington Missourian

Honorable Mention
Consetta Gottman

Monroe City Lake Gazette

Honorable Mention
Shawna Bradley &
Bethany Cranmer

Laclede County Record

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST SPECIAL SECTION
Dailies

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

First Place
Missourian Staff

Columbia Missourian

First Place
St. Louis American Staff

St. Louis American

First Place
Laclede  Co. Record Staff

Laclede County Record

First Place
Karen Payne & Sharon Donat

Richmond News

Second Place
Missourian Staff

Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Missourian Staff

Washington Missourian

Second Place
Dennis Warden & Tammy Curtis

Owensville Gasconade Co. Repubilcan

Second Place
Karen Payne & Sharon Donat

Richmond News

Third Place
Missourian Staff

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
St. Louis Call Staff

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Third Place
Laclede Co. Record Staff

Laclede County Record

Third Place
Staff

Maries County Advocate

Honorable Mention
Park Hills Staff

Park Hills Daily Journal

Honorable Mention
Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis Webster-Kirkwood Times

Honorable Mention
Laclede Co. Record Staff

Laclede County Record

Honorable Mention
Karen Payne, Sharon Donat & Brian Rice

Richmond News

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST COVER DESIGN FOR A SPECIAL SECTION
Dailies

Weeklies 

First Place
Darren Hendricks,

Michael Distelhorst &
Teresa Ressel Inserra

Park Hills Daily Journal

First Place
Dan Wehmer, Anna 

Sturdefant &
Beverly Hannum
Seymour Webster
County Citizen

Third Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

Honorable Mention
Jessi Dreckman

Ozark County Times

Third Place
Missourian Staff

Columbia Missourian

Honorable Mention
Courtney Adams

Joplin Globe

Second Place
Missourian Staff

Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST ONLINE AD DESIGNER

BEST SINGLE CLASSIFIED DISPLAY AD

Dailies

Weeklies

First Place
Brett Zacarello

Joplin Globe

First Place
Terri Frye

Pineville McDonald Co. Press

First Place
Bethany Alzanadi

Kansas City
Northeast News

First Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County 
Republic Monitor

Second Place
Melody Cook

 Columbia Missourian

Second Place
Rachel Jett

Pineville McDonald Co. Press

Second Place
Shawana Bradley &
Rebecca Dinwiddie

Laclede County Record

Third Place
Shawna Bradley &

Jennifer Early
Laclede County Record

Honorable Mention
Michelle Engelhard &

Mark Grebe
West Side Leader

Third Place
Shawna Bradley

Laclede County Record

Honorable Mention
Larry Saylor & Debbie Baker

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Weeklies

Weeklies

BEST PRINT ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Second Place
Bryan Stalder

Kansas City Northeast 
News

Third Place
Staff

Laclede County Record

Honorable Mention
Staff

Maryville Forum

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST CLASSIFIED SECTION

BEST NEWSAPAPER PROMOTION

Weeklies

Weeklies & Dailies

First Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry
County Republic-Monitor

Third Place
Rita Piveral

Maryville Forum

Honorable Mention
Missourian Staff

Washington Missourian

First Place
St. Louis American Staff

St. Louis American

Second Place
Hannah Davis &
Guyla Behring

Monroe City Lake Gazette

Third Place
Park Hills Staff

Park Hills
Daily Journal

Honorable Mention
Larry Saylor & Debbie Baker

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Second Place
Ron Schott

Wright County Journal

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST SHARED SIGNATURE PAGE
Dailies

Weeklies (Large)

Weeklies (Medium)

Weeklies (Small)

First Place
Karen Payne,
Sharon Donat

& Wanda Rowe
Richmond News

First Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

First Place
Amanda Zarecki

St. Louis
Webster-Kirkwood Times

Second
Place

Jeanine York &
Mary Rayfield

Washington 
Missourian

Third
Place

Nathan Burrus
&

Debbie Baker
St. Louis

Call Newspapers

Honorable
Mention
Stephanie
Vandeven
Perryville

Perry County
Republic-
Monitor

First
Place

Stephanie
Vandeven
Perryville

Perry County
Republic-
Monitor

Third
Place

Ron
Schott
Wright
County
Journal

Second
Place
Rhonda

Campbell
Pineville

McDonald
County 

Press

Second Place
Michelle Distelhorst,

Michelle Menley,
 Dustin Holland &

Travis Smith
Park Hills Daily Journal

Second Place
Becky Holloway

Tipton Times

Third Place
Dennis Warden

Maries County Advocate

Honorable Mention
Karen Payne, Sharon Donat & 

Wanda Rowe
Maries County Advocate

http://www.mopress.com
http://www.mopress.com
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BEST ADVERTISING SALES TOOL

BEST AD DESIGNER

Dailies

Dailies

Weeklies

Weeklies

First Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

First Place
Shawana Bradley

Laclede County 
Record

First Place
 Brett Zacarello

Joplin Globe

First Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry-County 
Republic Monitor

Second Place
Sarah Moore

Washington Missourian

Third Place
Scott Dupree

Warrenton Warren
County Record

Honorable Mention
Tammy Curtis

Owensville Gasconade 
County Repubican

Second
Place

Courtney
Adams

Joplin Globe

Third
Place
Melody
Cook

Columbia 
Missourian

Second Place
Shawana Bradley

Laclede County
Record

Third Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County 
Republic-Monitor

Honorable Mention
Stephanie Vaneven

Perryville Perry County
Republic-Monitor

Second Place
Darren Hendricks &
Michael Distelhorst

Park Hills Daily Journal

Third Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Honorable Mention
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

http://www.mopress.com
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BEST MULTIMEDIA CAMPAIGN

BEST IDEA TO GROW REVENUE
Dailies & Weeklies

Dailies 

Weeklies

First Place
Courtney Adams

Joplin Globe

First Place
Michael Bushnell, Abby Hoover

& Bryan Stalder
Kansas City Northeast News

Second Place
Karen Payne, Sharon Donat

& Shawn Roney
Richmond News

Third Place
Jennifer Early, Beth Chism, 

Shawna Bradley & Daniel Foust
Laclede County Record

Honorable Mention
Jennifer Early, Beth Chism

& Shawna Bradley
Laclede County Record

First Place
Staff

Laclede County Record

Second Place
Staff

Park Hills Daily Journal

Third Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry County
Republic Monitor

Honorable Mention
Bethany Cranmer &

Daniel Foust
Laclede County Record

Second Place
Michelle Menley

Park Hills Daily Record

http://www.mopress.com
http://www.mopress.com
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BEST SPONSORED CONTENT/NATIVE ADVERTISING

BEST NEWSPAPER-PRODUCED INSERT

Dailies

Weeklies

Weeklies

First Place
Staff

Park Hills 
Daily Journal

First Place
Abby Hoover &
Bryan Stlader

Kansas City
Northeast News

First Place
Stephanie Vandeven

Perryville Perry
County Republic-Monintor

Third Place
Larry Saylor &
Debbie Baker

St. Louis
Call Newspapers

Second Place
Mary Rayfield

Washington Missourian

Honorable Mention
Micahel Bushnell,

Abby Hoover, Dorri Partain, 
Bethany Alzanadi &

Krystin Miller
Kansas City

Northeast News

Second Place
St. Louis Call Staff

St. Louis Call Newspapers

Second Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Third Place
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian

Honorable Mention
Melody Cook

Columbia Missourian
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BEST NEWSPAPER-PRODUCED EVENT

BEST OF SHOW
Dailies Weeklies

Weeklies

First Place
Bethany Cranmer &

Daniel Foust
Laclede County Record

Second Place
St. Louis Call Staff

St. Louis Call Newspapers

BEST OF SHOW
Park Hills Daily Journal

BEST OF SHOW
Laclede County Record

The Maryville Forum

2022
Dee Hamilton 

Memorial Sales 
Pro of the year!

Twyla
Martin
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Many of you reading this column 
have never had to experience 
the damage of a libel lawsuit 

filed against your paper. For those of you 
who have, you know the stress it causes 
you in terms of continuing to run your 
business while worrying about what the 
eventual outcome might be.

The lawyers who have experience 
defending libel cases across the country 
have several techniques that inevitably 
are used to defend such cases. For 
example, we file motions to “lock down” 
what words in the story are alleged to 
be defamatory, so the facts before the 
court are narrowed significantly.

And often, in cases where the 
plaintiff is a “public figure” or “public 
official,” the media attorney will file 
a Motion for Summary Judgment, 
where the lawyer argues that there 
is no evidence of “actual malice” — 
evidence of “known falsity” or “reckless 
disregard for the truth,” because of the 
long-standing principle from the case 
of New York Times v. Sullivan that if no 
evidence of actual malice exists, then 
the case should be terminated in favor 
of the defendant.

Often such a motion cannot be 
made until the plaintiff is deposed. 
Or maybe there must be a substantial 
amount of discovery done before such 
a motion can be filed. Either of those 
processes can be time-consuming and, 
consequently, expensive in terms of 
attorneys fees. The sooner the case gets 
to resolution, the sooner the cost of the 
defense can be contained.

But there’s a second process in 
some states that offers an alternative 
technique to getting a quick resolution 
in such cases. The laws that govern 
such technique are called “anti-
SLAPP” statutes. The term “SLAPP” 
refers to “strategic lawsuits against 
public participation.” An anti-SLAPP 
statute can be applied in cases where 
a defamation suit is filed to stop a 
defendant that is opposed to the 
plaintiff’s actions. In such cases, 
the plaintiff is seeking to silence the 

defendant from speaking against the 
plaintiff’s actions or from criticizing 
the plaintiff’s proposals.

An anti-SLAPP 
statute allows 
the defendant to 
argue that there 
is no likelihood 
the plaintiff will 
win and also 
requires the 
court to make an 
early assessment 
about whether 
the plaintiff has 
sufficient evidence 
to even support 
their claim of 
defamation. It 
does require that 
the dispute revolve 
around a matter of 
public concern.

Missouri has had 
a version of an “anti-SLAPP” statute 
for a number of years, but it has had 
very limited application because the 
statute only applied in situations 
where the speech that is alleged to 
be defamatory occurred in a “public 
hearing or public meeting” or in a 
“quasi-judicial proceeding before a 
tribunal or decision-making body of 
the state”.

But the Missouri legislature has 
two bills before it, one in the Senate 
and one in the House, scheduled for 
hearings in mid-April. As you know, 
the Missouri legislature will end this 
year’s session on May 13, so time will 
be short for either bill to go through 
the legislative process, given that any 
bill must be heard in a committee, then 
be sent to the floor, debated and then 
passed by one legislative body (House 
or Senate, respectively), before it goes 
to the other body and repeats the entire 
process there.

The language in the two bills is 
nearly identical. Senate Bill 1219 was 
scheduled for hearing on April 11, 
while House Bill 2624 was scheduled 

for hearing on April 13. It generally 
takes at least a week, and often longer, 
for a bill to be passed out of committee 

and referred on 
to either another 
committee or on to 
the floor for debate 
by the entire body.

It could happen, 
but such an 
event would be 
remarkable — the 
deliberative, law-
making process is 
designed to move 
slowly. Still, the 
fact that these 
two bills have 
reached the point 
of having hearings 
is remarkable for 
this session.

Missouri Press 
has been interested 

in seeing a bill related to this issue 
come up for hearing, but in recent years 
that hasn’t happened. Similar bills 
have been among the many bills that 
are filed each year but they have never 
make it to the hearing process. So, the 
fact that a hearing was scheduled was a 
favorable move.

This is an issue that you as a publisher 
will want to watch. It is a proposal that 
would benefit the media. It would 
benefit politicians in your community 
who may be sued by the opposition 
over language said in the heat of an 
election. It would benefit community 
activists who find themselves sued over 
their contribution to public discussion 
of important issues.

Keeping our fingers crossed as we 
watch this bill!

Proposed law would 'SLAPP' 
libel plaintiffs

"Missouri has 
had a version 

of an 'anti-
SLAPP' statute 

for a number of 
years, but it 

has had very 
limited 

application."
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The Relevance Project has created several resources in support of local 
journalism. Find this and other resources here: https://bit.ly/3EioyvUNEWSPAPER POWER.

Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.

NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING  DELIVERS

THE HIGHEST ROI 

Source: ‘Demand Generation’, Feb 2021, Mindshare/MediaCom/Wavemaker/GroupM/Gain Theroy.
The payback series analyzed the ROI of 60 brands with annual turnover of $23b, and $450m in advertising.

Data is based on 14 finance brands. Total News is primarily based on print and magazine data.

Strong memory retention of ads in 
news products delivers, in the short 
term, $5.50 for every $1 invested...

...which is

57%
better than radio...

...and

20%
more than search...

...and

10%
better than social.

ABOUT THIS RESEARCH: Newspaper effectiveness is universal, so that’s why we’re sharing benchmark research from an Australian cooperative
of publishers, ThinkNewsBrands, that also appeared as an E&P magazine article. The latest installment is called The Social chapter.

Next to the lead, the most important part 
of a story  falls typically in the third to sixth 
paragraph. It’s the context, or “nut graph.” 
When it’s missing, the story can 
drive the reader nuts.

THE WHY: The nut graph tells the reader why 
the story is important and why they should care.

THE VALUE: This “So what!” paragraph can add 
historic perspective (“the most important step in 
30 years”), significance (“biggest test the community 
has ever encountered”), relevance (“the latest in a 
series of offers”), unusualness (“marks the departure 
of a pioneer in state government”), or dramatic effect 
(“the tax increase is expected to cause additional 
departures in a city that’s been hard-pressed to 
keep the middle class”).

THE WHY: When a story appears on Page One or 
atop the home page, the “So what!” paragraph can 
further justify what the editors were thinking when 
establishing an importance. It says why the story 
deserves such play. 

THE VALUE: The “So what!” paragraph also can be a 
good check on whether the writer understands the 
story’s depth or dimension. Red flag: Story arrives 
without the nut graph. Writer and editor spend 30 
minutes trying to agree on one without success. 
The conclusion: More reporting is needed.

NEWSPAPER POWER.
Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.

SO WHAT?
 NUTS

—Tom Silvestri, adapted from his chapter in the book, “The Journalist’s Craft”
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2021 First Amendment Golf Classic
The Cove • The Lodge of Four Seasons • Lake Ozark, MO

June 17, 2021
11 am Lunch

Noon Shotgun Start

AT HILTONSAT HILTONS
OF BRANSONOF BRANSON

TO SHANGHAI CIRCUSTO SHANGHAI CIRCUS
- AMAZING ACROBATS- AMAZING ACROBATS

TO DOLLY TO DOLLY 
PARTON’S STAMPEDEPARTON’S STAMPEDE

TO AQUARIUM ATTO AQUARIUM AT
THE BOARDWALKTHE BOARDWALK

2 NIGHTS2 NIGHTS 4 TICKETS4 TICKETS 4 TICKETS4 TICKETS 4 TICKETS4 TICKETS

FAMILY OF FOUR
FUN IN BRANSON

CLOSEST TO THE PIN CONTEST Take a shot for your 
chance to win!

2022 First Amendment Golf Classic
The Loutre Shore Country Club • Hermann, MO

 $75 per player or $300 per foursome   |   Register online at bit.ly/mopressgolf

June 23, 2022June 23, 2022
11 am Lunch11 am Lunch

Noon Shotgun StartNoon Shotgun Start
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