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From Missouri Press Staff
General Excellence — Class 1

Cassville Democrat
Maryville Forum

Maries County Advocate 
General Excellence — Class 2

Laclede County Record
Wright County Journal

Springfield Business Journal
General Excellence — Class 3

St. Louis American
St. Louis Business Journal
Jefferson County Leader

Best Overall Design — Class 1
Kahoka The Media — Mike Scott,

Elsa  Besler, Emily  Redding
Maryville Forum — Staff 

Maries County Advocate  — Staff 
Best Overall Design — Class 2

Gainesville Ozark County Times  — 
Staff

Springfield Business Journal — 
Heather Mosley, Rebecca Green, 

Katelyn Egger, Tia Reeves, 
Christine Temple

Ste. Genevieve Herald — Mark Evans
Best Overall Design — Class 3

Branson Tri-Lakes News — 
Tim Church, Jason Wert, AJ Fahr, 

Chris Carlson, Jennifer Young, 
Mandy Farrow

St. Louis American  — Staff
Webster-Kirkwood Times  — Staff 

Best Front Page — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Staff 

Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — 
Brett Adkison

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Best Front Page — Class 2

Wright County Journal — Ron Schott
Courier-Tribune  — Staff 

Warrenton Warren County Record — 
Tim Schmidt

Best Front Page — Class 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News — 

Tim Church, Jason Wert, AJ Fahr, 
Chris Carlson, Jennifer Young, 

Mandy Farrow
Missouri Lawyers Weekly   — Staff
Jefferson County Leader  — Staff 
Best Breaking News Story — 

Class 1
 Cassville Democrat — 

Kyle Troutman
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — 

Dennis Minich
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges

Best Breaking News Story — 
Class 2

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
Houston Herald — Brad  Gentry

Fayette Advertiser — Justin Addison
Best Breaking News Story — 

Class 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert

Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert
St. Louis American — 

Ashley Winters, Alvin Reid
Best News Story — Class 1

Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Best News Story — Class 2

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
Springfield Business Journal — 

Mike Cullinan
Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski

Best News Story — Class 3
St. Louis American — 
Sylvester Brown, Jr.

Webster-Kirkwood Times — 
Jaime Mowers

St. Louis Business Journal — 
James Drew, Maddy Simpson

Best Feature Story — Class 1
Lexington News — Joe Parmon

Maryville Forum — Paxson Haws
Maries County Advocate — 

Roxie Murphy
Best Feature Story — Class 2

Phelps County Focus — 
Donald Dodd, Lori Lunceford

Phelps County Focus — 
Andrew Sheeley

Phelps County Focus — 
Kaitlin Brothers

Continued on Page 7

6Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Congratulations to Missouri Press' 2023 
Better Newspaper Contest winners!

On the cover
The 2023 Photo of the Year is 

Wiley Price's news photo for the 
The St. Louis American of a com-
munity gathering and memorial.
In picking this photo of the year, 

judges said the photo “stands 
above the rest. The photographer 

found light in a dark situation, 
making his photo coverage of the 
event symbolically charged and 

profound.
“And isn’t that the beauty of 

great photojournalism — speak-
ing aesthetically to the viewers’ 

eyes in order to reach their 
hearts and minds.”

John Dykstra won first place for 
small weeklies in Best Sports 
Feature Photo with this shot for 
the Maryville Forum.
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Best Feature Story — Class 3
Jefferson County Leader — Steve Taylor

Washington Missourian — Julie Murphy Quick
Washington Missourian — Ethan Colbert

Best News or Feature Series — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk

Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk, Skye Pournazari
Memphis Democrat — Echo Menges

Best News or Feature Series — Class 2
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Jessi  Dreckman

Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Best News or Feature Series — Class 3
St. Louis American — Sylvester Brown, Jr.

Webster-Kirkwood Times — Jaime Mowers 
St. Louis American  — Staff

Best Columnist-Humorous — Class 1
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — Dennis Minich

Versailles Morgan County Statesman — 
Patrik Andrews-Ryan

Versailles Morgan County Statesman — Bryan Jones
Best Columnist-Humorous — Classes 2 & 3

Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Spencer Farris
Jefferson County Leader — Peggy Bess

Houston Herald — Doug Davison
Best Columnist-Serious — Class 1

Versailles Morgan County Statesman — Bryan Jones
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer

Versailles Morgan County Statesman — 
Patrik Andrews-Ryan

Best Columnist-Serious — Class 2
Springfield Business Journal — Geoff Pickle
Springfield Business Journal — Eric Olson

Springfield Business Journal — Christine Temple
Best News Photograph — Class 1

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — Brett Adkison

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges

Best News Photograph — Class 2
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Dave Marner
Linn Unterrified Democrat — Jacob Warden

Best News Photograph — Class 3
St. Louis American — Wiley Price

Washington Missourian — Julia Hansen
St. Louis American — Wiley Price

Best Feature Photograph — Class 1
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — Jimmy Gillispie

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Maries County Advocate — Jacob Warden
Best Feature Photograph — Class 2

The Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Linn Unterrified Democrat — Ed Gehlert 
Best Feature Photograph — Class 3
Webster-Kirkwood Times — Ursula Ruhl
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Tim Church
Best Sports Photograph — Class 1

Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — Jimmy Gillispie
Focus on Oak Grove — Kory Hales

Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — Brett Adkison
Best Sports Photograph — Class 2

Linn Unterrified Democrat — Neal Johnson
The Odessan — Kory Hales

Phelps County Focus — Lori Lunceford
Best Sports Photograph — Class 3
Jefferson County Leader — Ron Rigdon

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Washington Missourian — Bill Battle

Best Sports Feature Photograph — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — Clint Dye

Best Sports Feature Photograph — Class 2
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Phelps County Focus — Lori Lunceford
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Continued on Page 8

USPS 435840     Vol. 6 No. 15

TRIBUNE
SERVING CASS AND BATES COUNTIES

TribuneandTimes.comThursday, July 21, 2022

$1

Pageant candidate honors service

ARPA funds 
changing 
priority

Health dept. monitoring COVID numbers

By Jimmy Gillispie
When it came time for Harrison-

ville High School graduate Kathrine 
Dooley to pick a service project for 
her Miss Missouri campaign, one idea 
stood out from the rest: and, it’s one 
that’s near and dear to her heart.

The Miss America organization 
requires contestants to do a service 
project that gives back to their com-
munity. Dooley was already dedicat-
ed to working for the military before 
her time with the Miss America orga-
nization, so it felt right to continue it 
during her run at the Miss Missouri 
title this summer.

After watching her older brother, 
Sam, become a member of the U.S. 
Navy for six years and seeing friends 
struggling mentally at times, Dooley 
picked Citizens Supporting Service 
for her project.

“One of my friends was having a 
hard time with their mental health, and 
felt like, at one point, they couldn’t 
reach out to their higher ups,” Dooley 
said. “So, I wanted to create a device 
project to kind of open the door to say 

if you don’t feel like you can talk to 
those above you in the military, there 
are people on the outside who want to 
talk to you, too. 

“I wanted to be a friend on the out-
side for anybody who’s going through 
something like that. I focused on send-
ing support to the military through 
student events, whether that’s writing 
greeting cards, care package drives or 
hosting events.”

One of those events was last 
Wednesday at the Harrisonville Na-
tional Guard Armory. Dooley, along 
with Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Morris, 
who is also a recruiter, hosted a Cook-
out and Cornhole event to raise money 
for the local National Guard unit.

It was a small event with mostly 
family and members of the National 
Guard, but prizes were awarded and 
the cornhole tournament seemingly 
was enjoyed by all. Dooley’s father, 
Bill, and uncle, Michael, won the tour-
nament championship.

Although the turnout was small, 
Dooley said she was thankful for ev-
eryone who attended, and especially 

for Morris who helped set up the event. 
“Matthew Morris has been so instru-

mental in helping me kind of branch 
out and do more projects with the mil-
itary,” Dooley said. “He’s also been 
very helping in helping me get a loca-
tion to host an event. He’s been super 
helpful and played such a huge part 
in my Miss Missouri journey, so I’m 
super thankful. I really wanted to give 
back to this unit since they were help-
ing out so much.”

People like Morris are one of the 
reasons Dooley chose to make her ser-
vice project about giving back to the 
military. Another big reason for the 
Miss Missouri pageant contestant is 
her brother Sam.

He joined the U.S. Navy out of high 
school and stayed enlisted for six 
years. He’s out of the military now 
and pursuing a college degree, but that 
time away had an effect on her family, 
she said.

“It really had a lot of impact on our 
family,” Dooley said. “It was obvious-
ly hard as a sister and family member 

By Jimmy Gillispie
In addition to moving into a new 

office, the Cass County Health De-
partment is trying to deal with two 
COVID-19 variants that are in-
creasing cases around the country.

During the past two months, the 
number of COVID-19 cases have 
been increasing, especially in Bates 
and Cass County. The main cause is 
two subvariants of Omicron, called 
BA.4 and BA.5. While new data is 
being discovered about these sub-
variants, there are something local 

health officials want to caution res-
idents about.

“Our case rate has been trend-
ing upward since May, and the 
same thing is true with hospital-
izations,” CCHD Health Director 
Sarah Czech said. “But the totals 
are lower than they were during the 
last surge, so that’s great. We’ve 
not seen any new deaths that I am 
aware of in the past month or two, 
so that’s also good.

“These new subvariants, which 

are subvariants of Omicron, are 
still pretty new. We started seeing 
them in the U.S. in June. Other 
places around the world saw them 
a little sooner, so we’re watching 
them to see what happens with hos-
pitalizations and deaths. So far, it is 
appearing to be a milder illness that 
comes along with the subvariants, 
but the flip side of that is it is very 
transmissible. Again, it’s really ear-
ly data.”

The Omicron variant caused 

Staff photo/Jimmy Gillispie

Cowboy tough
Friday night’s MRCA/URA Rodeo at the Cass County Fair started out a bit scary as Maverick Griffin 
was landed on by his horse during the bareback competition. Griffin, a Lee’s Summit resident, was the 
first competitor of the rodeo, and he was slow to get up and walk away. The two-night rodeo was a pop-
ular event at the annual fair, which ended Sunday in Pleasant Hill. See more Cass County Fair photos in 
Section B of this week’s paper.

Staff photo/Jimmy Gillispie
Kathrine Dooley and U.S. National Guard 
Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Morris hosted a 
“Cookout and Cornhole” event last week to 
raise money for the Harrisonville National 
Guard Armory. Dooley is a 2020 Harrison-
ville High graduate who competed for Miss 
Missouri after winning the Miss Mozingo 
Lake contest in Maryville.Continued on page 20A

Continued on page 9A

By Lucas Lord
When the Osage Valley Electric Cooperative an-

nounced it was partnering with Connexon Connect to 
bring fiber internet to over 16,300 rural homes across 
Cass, Bates, Henry, St. Clair, Johnson, Benton and 
Vernon counties, many residents were ecstatic at the 
prospect of having a utility as game changing as elec-
tricity.

Butler residents thought the rollout would be as 
game changing as when the city first joined the elec-
trical grid, but customers have been left waiting in 
anticipation for their installed connections to actually 
connect to anything, let alone the internet.

While Osage Valley was clear the $75 million plan 
would take five years to complete, it remains unclear 
where Cass and Bates counties stand on the company’s 
list of priorities.

Jared Campbell, general manager of the coop, said 
since the project has been hampered by a lack of staff-
ing and funding, he and Osage Valley’s board of direc-
tors have decided to reprioritize their focus to coun-
ties willing to invest in rural broadband internet with 
American Rescue Act Plan (ARPA) funds.

So far, Cass and Bates County commissioners have 
been unwilling to contribute any of their own dollars.

“Our four main counties are Cass, Bates, Henry and 
St. Clair, (and the two latter) have both given us some 
(ARPA) funding,” said Campbell. “Bates County 
hasn’t given us any funding yet, but they have made 
clear they want to support us in the second round (of 
installments), but that won’t be until October. We have 
had multiple conversations with Cass County com-
missioners, and they are still working on their prior-
itization list (for ARPA funds). They have not paid us 
any funds to date. It’s my understanding they are still 
trying to get their heads wrapped around everything to 
find out where all their finances are.”

Recently, Henry County commissioners voted to 
Continued on page 9A

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Jimmy Gillispie captured this photo of one tough cowboy 
to win Class 1 weeklies Best Sports Photo and Best Feature 
Photo for the Tribune and Times in Harrisonville.

This chilling photo secured first place for Doug Davison and 
the Houston Herald in Best News Photo in mid-size weeklies.



 8

Best Sports Feature Photograph 
— Class 3

Washington Missourian — 
Arron Hustead

Washington Missourian — 
Arron Hustead

Washington Missourian — 
Arron Hustead

Best Photo Illustration
Kahoka The Media — Mike Scott
Best Photo Package — Class 1

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Best Photo Package — Class 2
Salem News — Catherine Wynn

The Odessan — 
Kory Hales, John Carmody

Courier-Tribune — Kellie Houx
Best Photo Package — Class 3

St. Louis Business Journal — 
Dilip Vishwanat

Branson Tri-Lakes News — AJ Fahr
Washington Missourian — 

Julia Hansen, Ryan Pendleton,
 Ethan Colbert, William Skipworth, 

Reid Glenn
Community Service

St. Louis American  — Staff
Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges, 

Mike Scott, Sue Scott, Emilie Rumble
Wright County Journal — 
Ron Schott, Alonda Jones

Best Sports Pages — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra

Cassville Democrat  — Staff
Richmond News — Shawn Roney, 

Karen Payne, Sharon Donat, 

Jack  Ventimiglia, Brian Rice
Best Sports Pages — Classes 2 & 3
Wright County Journal — Ron Schott

Washington Missourian — 
Bill Battle, Arron Hustead
Ste. Genevieve Herald — 

Michael Boyd, Jr.
Best Sports News Story 

or Package — Class 1
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — 

Jimmy Gillispie
Fulton Sun — Robby Campbell

Plattsburg Clinton County Leader — 
Clint Dye, Brett Adkison

Best Sports News Story 
or Package — Class 2

Phelps County Focus — Dave Roberts, 
Donald Dodd, Lori Lunceford

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican 
— Will Johnson

Warrensburg Star-Journal — 
Joe Andrews

Best Sports News Story 
or Package — Class 3

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Washington Missourian — 

Arron Hustead
St. Louis American — Alvin Reid
Best Sports Feature Story — 

Class 1
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — 

Jimmy Gillispie
Mexico Ledger — Jeremy Jacob
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Best Sports Feature Story — 

Class 2
Courier-Tribune — Liam Keating

Phelps County Focus — Dave Roberts
Phelps County Focus — Dave Roberts

Best Sports Feature Story — 
Class 3

Washington Missourian — Bill Battle
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Tim Church

Washington Missourian — 
Paula Tredway

Best Sports Columnist — 
Classes  1 & 2

Phelps County Focus — Dave Roberts
Ste. Genevieve Herald — 

Michael Boyd, Jr.
Richmond News — Shawn  Roney

Best Sports Columnist — Class 3
St. Louis American — Alvin Reid

Washington Missourian — 
Arron Hustead

St. Louis American — Earl Austin, Jr.
Best News or Feature Special 

Section — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Jon Dykstra
Maries County Advocate  — Staff

Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari, 
Geoffrey Woehlk, Trinity  Cobb

Best News or Feature Special 
Section — Class 2

Courier-Tribune  — Staff 
Springfield Business Journal  — Staff 
Springfield Business Journal  — Staff 

Best News or Feature Special 
Section — Class 3

St. Louis American  — Staff
Washington Missourian — 

Ethan Colbert, Patty Brinker, 
Sarah Moore, Lori Obermark, 

Sharon Pruessner, Brenda Klekamp
Missouri Lawyers Weekly  — Staff

Continued on Page 9

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Ursula Ruhl captured the 
magic of a carnival in this 
Best Feature Photo for the 
Webster-Kirkwood Times.

Arron Hustead and the Washington 
Missourian won with this Best Sports 
Feature Photo for large weeklies.
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Best Investigative Reporting — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk

Memphis Democrat — Echo Menges, Mike Scott
Shelbyville Shelby County Herald — 

Marlana Smith, Echo Menges
Best Investigative Reporting — Classes  2 & 3

Jefferson County Leader — 
Kim Robertson, Tony Krausz, Steve Taylor
Phelps County Focus — Andrew Sheeley

The Odessan — Joe Spaar, Hannah Spaar
Best Local Business Coverage — Classes 1 & 2

Springfield Business Journal  — Staff
Wright County Journal — Ron Schott
Warrensburg Star-Journal  — Staff 

Best Local Business Coverage — Class 3
Jefferson County Leader  — Staff

St. Louis Business Journal — Erik Siemers
Kansas City Northeast News — Abby Hoover

Best Business Story — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Paxson Haws

Moberly Monitor-Index — Winona Whitaker
California Democrat — Garrett Fuller

Best Business Story — Class 2
Springfield Business Journal — Mike Cullinan
Springfield Business Journal — Mike Cullinan

Gainesville Ozark County Times — Jessi Dreckman
Best Business Story — Class 3

Jefferson County Leader — Steve Taylor
St. Louis American — Karen Robinson-Jacobs

Washington Missourian — Ethan Colbert
Best Coverage of Government — Class 1

Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk, Ken Garner
Fulton Sun — Anakin Bush

Maries County Advocate — Roxie Murphy
Best Coverage of Government — Class 2

The Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo

Willow Springs Howell County News — 
Amanda Mendez, Laura  Wagner

Best Coverage of Government — Class 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert

St. Louis American  — Staff
Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Scott Lauck

Best Coverage of Rural Life or Agriculture
Washington Missourian  — Staff

Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — 
Dennis Minich, Jimmy Gillispie, Lucas Lord

Gainesville Ozark County Times — Jessi Dreckman
Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture — 

Class 1
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — Lucas Lord

Seymour Webster County Citizen — Matthew McFarland
Chariton Marquee — Melanie Latamondeer

Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture — 
Class 2

Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo
Salem News — Andrew Sheeley

Laclede County Record — Laura Valenti
Best Story About Rural Life or Agriculture — 

Class 3
St. Louis American — Ashley Winters

Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Chloe Murdock
Washington Missourian — Madyson Dixon

Best Story About Religion — Classes 1 & 2
Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo

Laclede County Record — Chris  Roden
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Matthew McFarland

Best Story About Religion — Class 3
Washington Missourian — Ethan Colbert, Laura Miserez

Washington Missourian — Ethan Colbert
Washington Missourian — Reid  Glenn

Best Story About Education — Class 1
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Maryville Forum — Skye Pournazari

Best Story About Education — Class 2
Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo

Gainesville Ozark County Times — Jessi Dreckman
Wright County Journal — Ron Schott

Continued on Page 10

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Hannah Spaar’s first place Best Feature Photo for The 
Odessan perfectly shows the joy in these riders’ faces.

Doug Davison of the Houston Herald scored a Best Sports 
Feature Photo win, capturing the team and the scoreboard.
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Best Story About Education — 
Class 3

Branson Tri-Lakes News — AJ Fahr
Kansas City Northeast News — 

Abby Hoover
Jefferson County Leader — 

Steve Taylor
Best Story About the Outdoors 

Classes 1 & 2
Gainesville Ozark County Times — 

Jessi Dreckman
Gainesville Ozark County Times — 

Jessi Dreckman
Salem News — Andrew Sheeley

Best Story About the Outdoors 
— Class 3

Branson Tri-Lakes News — 
Tim Church

Missouri Lawyers Weekly — 
Scott Lauck

Jefferson County Leader — 
Laura Marlow 

Best Story About History — 
Class 1

Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — 
Dennis Minich

Kahoka The Media — Emily Bontrager
Seymour Webster County Citizen — 

Delores Turner
Best Story About History — 

Class 2
Springfield Business Journal — 

Karen Craigo
Phelps County Focus — 

Andrew Sheeley
Phelps County Focus — 

Andrew Sheeley

Best Story About History — 
Class 3

Branson Tri-Lakes News — 
Chris Carlson

Washington Missourian — 
Ethan Colbert

Branson Tri-Lakes News — 
Chris Carlson

Best Military Story — Class 1
Maries County Advocate — 

Colin Willard
Cassville Democrat —

 Jordan Troutman
Moberly Monitor-Index — 

Winona Whitaker
Best Military Story — Class 2

Phelps County Focus — 
R.D. Hohenfeldt

Courier-Tribune — Amanda Lubinski
Laclede County Record — 

Chris Roden
Best Military Story — Class 3

Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert
Washington Missourian — 

Ethan Colbert
Jefferson County Leader — 

Laura Marlow
Best Page Design — Classes 1 & 2

Springfield Business Journal — 
Rebecca Green

Springfield Business Journal — 
Heather Mosley

Springfield Business Journal — 
Rebecca Green

Best Page Design — Class 3
Washington Missourian — 

Sarah Moore
Washington Missourian — 

Lori Obermark
Washington Missourian — 

Lori Obermark
Best Information Graphic — 

Classes 1 & 2
Springfield Business Journal — 

Rebecca Green
Houston Herald — Brad Gentry

Seymour Webster County Citizen — 
Dan Wehmer

Best Information Graphic — 
Class 3

Washington Missourian — 
Sarah Moore

Kansas City Northeast News — 
Bryan Stalder

Washington Missourian — 
Sarah Moore
Continued on Page 11

Congratulations from Missouri Bar Association to this year's BNC winners!

Neal Johnson slid into a first place win with this Best Sports Photo for the Linn 
Unterrified Democrat.

Neal Johnson slid into a f irst place win with this Best Sports Photo for the Linn 
Unterrified Democrat.

Echo Menges of the Edina 
Sentinel kept a steady hand 
to nab this picture of a dive 
team training in icy water, 
winning first place in Best 
News Photo for small week-
lies.
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Best Editorial Cartoon —
Classes 1 & 2

Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer

Best Editorial Cartoon — Class 3
Jefferson County Leader — Cody Taylor
Jefferson County Leader — Cody Taylor
Jefferson County Leader — Cody Taylor

Best Online Newspaper or Website — Class 1
Kahoka The Media — Mike Scott, Elsa Besler

Maryville Forum — Ken Garner
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Best Online Newspaper or Website — Class 2
Springfield Business Journal  — Staff
Warrensburg Star-Journal  — Staff
Platte City Platte County Citizen — 

Tanner  Cobb, Jeanette Faubion
Best Online Newspaper or Website — Class 3

Missouri Lawyers Weekly — Scott Andera
Hannibal Courier-Post  — Staff

St. Louis American  — Staff
Best Video

St. Louis American — Dawn Suggs
St. Louis American — Kevin Jones, James LeBine

St. Louis American — Dawn Suggs
Best Headline Writing — Class 1
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman

Edina Sentinel — Echo Menges
Maryville Forum  — Staff 

Best Headline Writing — Class 2
Houston Herald — Doug Davison

Springfield Business Journal  — Staff  
Best Headline Writing — Class 3

St. Louis American  — Staff
Branson Tri-Lakes News — 

Tim Church, Jason Wert, AJ Fahr
Washington Missourian  — Staff

Best News or Feature Obituary — Classes 1 & 2
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer

Owensville Gasconade Co. Republican — Dave Marner
Gainesville Ozark County Times — Sue Ann Jones

Best News or Feature Obituary — Class 3
St. Louis American — Alvin Reid

Jefferson County Leader — Laura Marlow
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Tim Church
Multi-Media Reporting — Class 1
Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Memphis Democrat — Echo Menges

Richmond News — Shawn  Roney, Karen Payne, 
Jack  Ventimigilia, Brian Rice, Sharon Donat
Multi-Media Reporting — Classes 2 & 3

St. Louis American  — Staff
Springfield Business Journal — Eric Olson

Washington Missourian — Ethan Colbert, Julia Hansen, 
William Skipworth, Reid Glenn, Geoff Folsom

Magazine/Alternative Publication  — Classes 2 & 3
Branson Tri-Lakes News — Tim Church

Branson Tri-Lakes News — Tim Church, Misti Clark 
Best Health Story — Class 1

Maryville Forum — Geoffrey Woehlk
Tribune and Times | Harrisonville — Jimmy Gillispie

Kahoka The Media — Mike  Scott
Best Health Story — Class 2

Springfield Business Journal — Karen Craigo
Houston Herald — Brad Gentry

Springfield Business Journal — Mike Cullinan
Best Health Story — Class 3

Jefferson County Leader — Laura Marlow
Washington Missourian — Angela Mueller
St. Louis American — Sylvester Brown, Jr.

Tilghman Cloud Memorial Weeklies Editorial — 
Class 1

Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer
Seymour Webster County Citizen — Dan Wehmer

Tilghman Cloud Memorial Weeklies Editorial — 
Class 2

Willow Springs Howell County News — Amanda Mendez
Willow Springs Howell County News — Amanda Mendez

The Odessan — Hannah Spaar
Tilghman Cloud Memorial Weeklies Editorial — 

Class 3
St. Louis American  — Staff
St. Louis American  — Staff

Washington Missourian — Bill Miller Jr. 

Ron Rigdon snatched a first place win for the Jefferson 
County Leader with this mid-gameplay Best Sports Photo. 
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Dailies
General Excellence

Jefferson City News Tribune
Springfield News-Leader

Columbia Missourian
Best Overall Design

Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff
Springfield News-Leader — Staff

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Best Front Page

Jefferson City News Tribune — Tony 
Hawley

Springfield News-Leader — Staff
Cape Girardeau 

Southeast Missourian — Staff
Best Breaking News Story — 

Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Erik Galicia, 

Katie Gallaway, Adam Goldstein
Sedalia Democrat — Chris Howell

Columbia Missourian — 
Anthony Kristensen

Best Breaking News Story — 
Classes 2 & 3

The Kansas City Star — 
Jenna Thompson

Missouri Independent — 
Tessa Weinberg

Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller
Best News Story — Class 1

Columbia Missourian — Eli Hoff
Columbia Missourian — 

Teagan King
Sedalia Democrat — Nicole Cooke, 

Chris Howell, Faith Bemiss
Best News Story — Class 3

The Kansas City Star — 
Laura Bauer, Judy L. Thomas

The Kansas City Star — 
Luke Nozicka

The Kansas City Star — Anna Spoerre
Continued on Page 12

Best News Story — Class 2
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller

Springfield News-Leader — 
Andrew Sullender

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Anna Campbell

Best Feature Story — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Eli Hoff

Columbia Missourian — 
Ian Wesselhoff

Sedalia Democrat — Faith Bemiss
Best Feature Story — Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Anakin Bush
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Joe Gamm

Independence Examiner — Bill Althaus
Best Feature Story — Class 3

The Kansas City Star — David Hudnall
The Kansas City Star — David Hudnall
The Kansas City Star — J.M. Banks
Best News or Feature Series — 

Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Sedalia Democrat — Skye Melcher
Sedalia Democrat — 

Skye Melcher, Chris Howell
Best News or Feature Series — 

Classes 2 & 3
Joplin Globe — Kevin McClintock 

The Kansas City Star — 
Judy L. Thomas, Laura Bauer

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Cameron Gerber, Joe Gamm, 
Anna Watson, Claudia Levens

Best Columnist-Humorous — 
Class 2

Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox
Joplin Globe — Kimberly Zerkel 

Best Columnist-Serious — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — David Webber

Columbia Missourian — 
David Rosman

Sedalia Democrat — Liz Schleicher
Best Columnist-Serious — Class 2

Missouri Independent —
Jason Hancock

Missouri Independent — Janice Ellis
Joplin Globe — Andy Ostmeyer

Best News Photograph — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — 

Margo Wagner
Columbia Missourian — Sam Koeppel

Columbia Missourian — 
Margo Wagner

Best News Photograph — Class 2
Springfield News-Leader — 

Nathan Papes
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Eileen Wisniowicz
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Julie Smith
Best Feature Photograph — 

Class 1
Columbia Missourian — 

Minh Connors
Columbia Missourian — 

Tristen Rouse
Columbia Missourian — 
Beatrice Bankauskaite

Best Feature Photograph — 
Classes 2 & 3

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Julie Smith

The Kansas City Star — Emily Curiel
The Kansas City Star — Emily Curiel
Best Sports Photograph — Class 1

Columbia Missourian — 
Beatrice Bankauskaite

Columbia Missourian — 
Josh Ellenburg

Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King
Best Sports Photograph — Class 2

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Greg Jackson

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Greg Jackson

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Greg Jackson
Continued on Page 13

Joel Green won Best 
Sports Feature Photo for 
the Columbia Missourian 
with this spirited shot.
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Best Sports Feature Photograph — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Joel Green

Columbia Missourian — Owen Ziliak
Columbia Missourian — Owen Ziliak

Best Sports Feature Photograph — Classes 2 & 3
The Kansas City Star — Rich Sugg

Columbia Daily Tribune — Madeline Carter
Joplin Globe — Roger Nomer

Best Photo Illustration — Classes 1 & 2
Columbia Missourian — Kate Trabalka
Columbia Missourian — Kate Trabalka
Columbia Missourian — Maggie Lenox

Best Photo Package — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Sam Koeppel, Margo Wagner, 

Clayton Steward, Owen Ziliak, Lily Dozier
Columbia Missourian — Minh Connors

Columbia Missourian — Owen Ziliak
Best Photo Package — Classes 2 & 3

Columbia Daily Tribune — Madeline Carter
The Kansas City Star — Tammy Ljungblad

The Kansas City Star — Jill Toyoshiba
Community Service

Springfield News-Leader — 
Susan Atteberry Smith, Amos Bridges

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Rick Fahr
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best Sports Pages
Independence Examiner — Karl Zinke, Bill Althaus

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Springfield News-Leader — Staff

Best Sports News Story or Package — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Kortay Vincent
Park Hills Daily Journal — Matt King 

Columbia Missourian — 
Kyle Pinnell, Kenny Van Doren, Jack Soble

Best Sports News Story or Package — Class 2
Jefferson City News Tribune — Greg Jackson

Independence Examiner — Bill Althaus
Columbia Daily Tribune — Matt Stahl

Best Sports Feature Story — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Jack Soble 

Columbia Missourian — Mason Arneson
Columbia Missourian — Kyle Pinnell

Best Sports Feature Story — Classes 2 & 3
The Kansas City Star — David Hudnall

Springfield News-Leader — Wyatt D. Wheeler
Jefferson City News Tribune — Greg Jackson

Best Sports Columnist — Class 2
Independence Examiner — Bill Althaus

Jefferson City News Tribune — Greg Jackson
Columbia Daily Tribune — Chris Kwiecinski

Best News or Feature Special Section — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Sedalia Democrat — Staff 
Best News or Feature Special Section — Class 2
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Rust Media

Joplin Globe — Staff
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic — 
Barbara Ann Horton, Samantha Tucker, 

Misty DeJournett, Donna Farley, Mike Buhler, Debra Tune
Best Investigative Reporting — Class 1

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Claudia Levens

Columbia Missourian — Skylar Laird
Best Investigative Reporting — Classes 2 & 3

Springfield News-Leader — Nancy French, 
Gregory J. Holman, Harrison Keegan, Amos Bridges

Springfield News-Leader — Galen Bacharier
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller
Best Local Business Coverage

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Jeff Long
Sedalia Democrat — Staff 

Best Business Story — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Skylar Laird

Columbia Missourian — Ella McCarthy
Marshall Democrat-News — Sarah Gray
Best Business Story — Classes 2 & 3

The Kansas City Star — Joyce Smith
Missouri Independent — Niara Savage, Samantha Horton

The Kansas City Star — Joyce Smith
Continued on Page 14

Nathan Papes won first in Best News Photo with this emo-
tionally charged shot for the Springfield News-Leader. 

Minh Connors captured this tender moment to take first 
place in Best Feature Photo for the Columbia Missourian.
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Best Coverage of Government — 
Class 1

Columbia Missourian — 
Emma Murphy, Jana Rose Schleis, 

Noelle Alviz-Gransee
Columbia Missourian — 

Komlavi Adissem
Nevada Daily Mail — Sarah Haney

Best Coverage of Government — 
Class 2

Missouri Independent — 
Jason Hancock, Rudi Keller, Tessa 

Weinberg, Rebecca Rivas, Allison Kite
Joplin Globe — Debby Woodin

Missouri Independent —
Tessa Weinberg, Clara Bates

Best Coverage of Rural Life or 
Agriculture — Classes 1 & 2
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Missouri Independent — 
Rudi Keller, Tessa Weinberg, 

Rebecca Rivas
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Ryan Pivoney
Best Story About Rural Life or 

Agriculture — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Jessica Blake
Columbia Missourian — Connor Giffin

Columbia Missourian — 
Mackenzie McCarty

Best Story About Rural Life or 
Agriculture — Classes 2 & 3

Missouri Independent — Allison Kite
The Kansas City Star — David Hudnall

Missouri Independent — 
Rebecca Rivas

Best Story About Religion — 
Class 1

Columbia Missourian — 
Sophie Stephens

Marshall Democrat-News — 
Sarah Gray

Columbia Missourian — Aysia Grey
Best Story About Religion — 

Classes 2 & 3
Missouri Independent — Clara Bates

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Ryan Pivoney

The Kansas City Star — 
Judy L. Thomas

Best Story About Education — 
Class 1

Columbia Missourian — Eli Hoff
Columbia Missourian — 

Wicker Perlis
Columbia Missourian — 

Keara Shannon, Michael Howie
Best Story About Education — 

Classes 2 & 3
The Kansas City Star — Matti Gellman

Missouri Independent — 
Annelise Hanshaw

Springfield News-Leader — 
Claudette Riley

Best Story About the Outdoors 
— Class 1

Columbia Missourian — 
Jana Rose Schleis

Columbia Missourian — 
Jana Rose Schleis

Columbia Missourian — 
Emma Murphy

Best Story About the Outdoors 
— Class 2

Missouri Independent — 
Samantha Horton

Joplin Globe — Andy Ostmeyer
Missouri Independent — 

Rebecca Rivas
Best Story About History — 

Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Lucas Nava

Columbia Missourian —
Olivia Sklenka, Katie Taranto
Marshall Democrat-News — 

Sarah Gray
Best Story About History — 

Classes 2 & 3
The Kansas City Star — 

Bill Lukitsch, Anna Spoerre
Joplin Globe — Kevin McClintock

The Kansas City Star — David Hudnall
Best Military Story — Class 1

Columbia Missourian — Evan Lasseter
Columbia Missourian — 

Noelle Alviz-Gransee
Columbia Missourian — 

Mackenzie McCarty
Best Military Story — Class 2

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Joe Gamm

Springfield News-Leader — 
Greta Cross

Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian 
— Michael Leifer

Continued on Page 15

Margo Wagner made this 
powerful image for the 
Columbia Missourian and 
won Best News Photo for 
small dailies

Julie Smith dug deep to win the Jef-
ferson City News Tribune first in Best 
Feature Photo for combined medium 
and large daily newspapers.
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Best Page Design — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Staff

Best Page Design — Class 2
Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic 

— Donna Farley
Jefferson City News Tribune — 

Molly Morris
Jefferson City News Tribune — Staff

Best Information Graphic — 
Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian — 
Missourian Graphics Staff

Columbia Missourian — Grace Cooper, 
Makalah Hardy, Nick Gougas

Columbia Missourian — Han Vu
Best Editorial Cartoon

Columbia Missourian — John Darkow
Columbia Missourian — John Darkow
Columbia Missourian — John Darkow

Best Online Newspaper or 
Website — Class 1

Sedalia Democrat — Staff
Columbia Missourian — Staff
Best Online Newspaper or 

Website — Class 2
Springfield News-Leader — Staff
Columbia Daily Tribune — Staff

Missouri Independent — Staff
Best Video — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — 

Anastasia Busby
Columbia Missourian — Amy Schaffer

Columbia Missourian — 
Minh Connors, Cleo Norman

Best Video — Class 2
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller

Missouri Independent — 
Tessa Weinberg

Jefferson City News Tribune — 
Layne Stracener

Best Headline Writing
Springfield News-Leader — Staff

Joplin Globe — Jerry Willis
Missouri Independent — Staff 

Best News or Feature Obituary 
— Class 1

Columbia Missourian — 
Elizabeth Derner

Columbia Missourian — Charlie Drape
Columbia Missourian — John Belfonte
Best News or Feature Obituary 

— Class 3
The Kansas City Star — Anna Spoerre
The Kansas City Star — Randy Covitz

The Kansas City Star — 
Steve Vockrodt, Katie Moore

Best News or Feature Obituary 
— Class 2

Springfield News-Leader — 
Sara Karnes

Joplin Globe — Jeff Lehr, Kim Barker
Joplin Globe — Jeff Lehr, Kim Barker 

Multi-Media Reporting — 
Classes 1 & 2

Columbia Missourian — Staff
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller

Springfield News-Leader — 
Sara Karnes, Nathan Papes, 

Andrew Jansen
Continued on Page 16

Greg Jackson of the Jefferson City News Tribune hit it out of the park in captur-
ing the action of this Best Sports Photo winner for mid-sized dailies.

Beatrice Bankauskaite 
of the Columbia Missou-
rian captured this play-
er’s determination to 
win Best Sports Photo.
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Magazine/Alternative 
Publication

Joplin Globe — Kevin McClintock
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Rust Media
Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian — Rust Media

Best Health Story — Class 1
Columbia Missourian — Eleanor McCrary

Columbia Missourian — Alex Espinda
Columbia Missourian — Erik Galicia

Best Health Story — Class 2
Missouri Independent — Rudi Keller
Missouri Independent — Clara Bates

Poplar Bluff Daily American Republic — Donna Farley
Best Health Story — Class 3

The Kansas City Star — 
Lisa Gutierrez, Anna Spoerre

The Kansas City Star — Lisa Gutierrez
The Kansas City Star — Lisa Gutierrez

Best Editorial — Class 2
Joplin Globe — Andy Ostmeyer

Independence Examiner — Jeff Fox
Joplin Globe — Andy Ostmeyer

3

Combined Weeklies and Dailies
Best Editorial Pages & Opinion Pages

St. Louis American  — Staff
Festus-Jefferson County Leader  — Staff 

Cassville Democrat — Kyle Troutman
Best Newspaper In Education Project
Eldon Advertiser — Tammy  Witherspoon

Joplin Globe  — Staff
St. Louis American — Cathy Sewell

Best Columnist-Serious — Class 3
The Kansas City Star — Mará Rose Williams

Branson Tri-Lakes News — Jason Wert
St. Louis American — 

Denise Hooks-Anderson, MD

Rich Sugg and The Kansas City Star won Best Sports Feature 
Photo with this shot of an incredulous player.



 Missouri Press News, October 2023www.mopress.com4

Trade Show Exhibitors
ASK-CRM • Associated Press • Columbia Missourian • Creative Circle Media Solution 
Maneke Law Group • Missouri Bar Association • Missouri Newspapers in Education

Missouri Sunshine Coalition • OnPremise Networks • Publications Plus
Publication Printers Corporation • State Historical Society of Missouri

Software Consulting Services • University of Missouri Custodian of Records

BE THE CHAMPIONS OF YOUR COMMUNITY

Sheraton Westport Chalet
St. Louis

September
21-23, 2023

157th Annual Missouri Press Convention & Tradeshow

http://www.mopress.com

