
News Design Session:
“Rules of Thumbs-up 

News Design”
Originally, to be presented by Joe Hadsall. (Joe trained me.....20+ years ago)

• So why talk about this? Well, many of us may get a newspaper job due 
to a love of writing, but we didn’t think about the page design element at-
tached to this. Most of us then start to wing it so we can get a product out 
the door. It doesn’t mean what you are doing now is “bad.” You’ve made it 
work for you. But there are proper ways to lay out pages to help the reader 
navigate their way through it. The point of this presentation is to show you 
some basics on this.
While we could use countless combinations on how we layout a story, stay-
ing to the basic few is where we should be. Outside of wrap design tech-
niques, there are some standard ways we should always do our layout.

• Concepts of this come from “The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook” writ-
ten by Tim Harrower back in 1989. It is now in its seventh printing. You can 
buy it online and I strongly recommend it.

• So why do we care about how we lay out the newspaper? Balance is im-
portant for the look and it helps the reader get the full impact of the story 
while aesthetically showing off its art elements that you are presenting. 
(And this is my line I just made up. It sounds like it could be from a book, 
but it is not.)
• Note: Crazy art elements with wrapped text, those layouts are really in 
their own category. I’m not going to discuss those. Main thing is make sure 
readers can follow along easily.



Articles with a 
horizontal photo(s)

WRIGHT COUNTY JOURNAL |  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2023 B3

Hartville cheerleading squads get top three in Regionals

OBITUARIESWC SPORTSWC

submitted photos

Both the Hartville High School and Junior High School cheerleading squads recently earned top three finishes in the St. Louis Regionals competition. The high school earned 
a second place plaque in the Missouri Cheerleading Coaches Association contest. They will now compete in the state championships scheduled for Dec. 9-10 at 
Southeast Missouri State University. Meanwhile, Hartville’s Middle School squad won the third place plaque at Regionals for the Junior High Division.

Have a great season!

“Where we always do the 
right thing.”
417.349.4444

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ cross country 
runner Katelyn Jarrett is 
a South Central Associ-
ation (SCA) Conference 
champion.

This happened when 
Jarrett had a first place 
time of 22:07.38 to win 
the SCA title at the SCA 
Cross Country Challenge 
held at Willow Springs 
on Oct. 9. Jarrett ran a 
personal record and held 
off a runner from Cabool 
by 16 seconds.

Meanwhile, Lilly Hines 
placed fourth overall 
with a time of 22:35.30 

and Charis Alsup was 
seventh place with a time 
of 24:45.25. Charis’ time 
was also a personal best.

All three runners earned 
All-Conference honors 
for their performances.

As for the Panthers, the 
boys had two All-Con-
ference runners to help 
them take third place in 
the team standings with 
102 points.

Leading the way for 
Mountain Grove was 
Owen Nelson, who was 
one of five runners to 
earn a Top-20 finish. 

Nelson was 12th place 
overall with a time of 
19:59.47 and Kent Tay-

lor was 14th (20:18.09) 
as both runners earned 
All-Conference medals.

James Dickey was 16th 
(20:36.62), Joshua Haws 
took 19th (21:33.59) and 
Hunter Bartlett was 20th 
(21:37.78).

Trace DeVries (22:37.81) 
a n d  Tr i g g  D e Vr i e s 
(25:45.97) also competed 
in the  race.

Shannon County 
Showdown

The cross country pro-
gram ended their week 
with a few strong perfor-
mances in the Shannon 
County Showdown at 
Alley Spring on Oct. 11.

Hines led the Lady Pan-

thers in the race with 
her ninth place time of 
24:22.03.

Alsup also competed 
and finished in 21st place 
with an official time of 
27:42.90.

The Panthers finished 
fifth in the team stand-
ings with 144 points at 
the event.

Nelson led the boys 
with a 30th place time of 
21:29.29. 

The other finishes for 
the Panthers included 
Dickey (22:21.45), Tay-
lor (22:26.13) ,  Haws 
(22:30.50), Trace DeVries 
(24:02.96) and Mark Sha-
ner (27:07.64).

190 Main St. - Norwood
Phone: 417-746-0055

RED’S SLICE 
‘N’ SCOOP

“Be sure to stop by and visit us 
before or after the big game!”

RIGHT HERE! RIGHT NOW!
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00AM – 5:30PM SATURDAY 8:30AM – 5:00PM

www.chchomecenter.com

CABOOL
Near Hwy 60 at

107 South Hwy 181
(417) 962-4535

MTN. GROVE! 
Near the Square

402 East 1st Street 
(417) 926-3086 

Good Luck
Athletes!

HAVE A GREAT 2023 FALL SPORTS SEASON

Best of
Luck!

Tammy Barrett

Realtor

417.349.1981
tammy@tammybarrett.com
TammyBarrett.com

Each Office Is Independently 
Owned and Operated

590 N Business 60 
Mansfield, MO

Mansfield

Cheering on the 
Lions this Fall 
Sports Season!

Katelyn Jarrett wins SCA Conference cross country title

submitted photo

Mountain Grove Lady Panthers’ cross country runners with 
their South Central Association (SCA) Conference 
medals. Runners include Katelyn Jarrett, Lilly Hines 
and Charis Alsup.

Mansfield CC has strong showing at Clever
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield boys and 
girls cross country pro-
grams competed in the 
Clever Invitational on 
Oct. 12.

The Lions were led by 
Braxton Bolfing, who 
medaled in sixth place 
with an official time of 
17:28.77.

His success came in a 

race featuring a field of 
123 runners.

Zachary McCrite had 
the next best finish as he 
was 37th with a time of 
19:04.90. 

Other runners include 
B e n j a m i n  Wi l l i a m s 
(19:38.53), Shari Gilal 
(19:46.85), Kellen Camp-
bell (21:54.50) and Brycen 
Smith (24:33.67).

As a team, the Lions 

were 10th place overall 
with 213 points.

The Lady Lions were 
led by Faith Clark, who 
medaled in seventh place 
with a time of 20:43.34. 

Other runners fea-
tured Annalise Johnson 
(23:45.10), Gentry Alsup 
(24:20.53) and Kandie 
Logan (27:18.77).

There were a total of 86 
runners in the girls race.

submitted photo

Mansfield’s Braxton Bolfing 
with a Clever Invitational 
medal.

Lady Lions’ volleyball set for districts in Cabool
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield Lady 
Lions’ volleyball team 
has earned the No. 4 seed 
in the upcoming Class 2, 
District 9 Tournament.

They took on Gainesvlle 
after press time at 5:30 
p.m. Oct. 17 in Cabool. A 
win gives them a semifi-
nals match-up with Thay-
er at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 19. 

The finals will be played 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 21.

The Lady Lions enter 
districts with a tough 
stretch of losses.

They first traveled to 
Chadwick and left with a 
tough three set loss.

After falling in the first 
set in a heartbreaker, 27-
25, they lost the final two 
sets, 25-16 and 25-19.

One night later, they 

traveled to nearby Ava 
and lost in three sets to 
their area rival.

In the match, the Lady 
Lions fell 25-14, 25-18 
and 25-15. Results were 
made available from the 
Houston Volleyball Tour-
nament the week before. 
They did have a two set 
win over Dora, 25-21 and 
25-20.

Their three losses were 

to Thayer (25-12, 25-10), 
Houston (25-13, 25-12) 
and Plato (27-26, 25-20).

As for last week, the 
Lady Lions lost to Ford-
land in three sets (25-2, 
25-18 and 25-15). 

They also fell to Sparta 
losing two sets by a score 
of 25-17. They lost the 
second set, 25-11.

Mansfield is 9-17-2 on 
the season.

Three Norwood CC runners medal in Dixon race
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Three Norwood cross 
country runners earned 
medals in the Dixon Invi-
tational held on Oct. 9 at 
Oak Hills Country Club.

Jadyn Chambers was 
the lone Lady Pirates’ 

runner and she earned a 
sixth place finish with a 
time of 23:44.31 to win a 
medal.

The Pirates were led by 
Ben Smith, who medaled 
with an 11th place time of 
19:08.40. 

Gunner Bradshaw also 

earned a medal with a 
15th place time of 20:02.51.

Kyle Barker also com-

peted for the Norwood 
Pirates and had a time of 
27:21.89.

• Be sure there is a balance.

• Always consider the number of columns in which you are laying out your story. Using 6 columns in the exam-
ple above, the photo could fill the middle two columns, but only if my story was longer. I don’t want to break up 
text with my photo. Can confuse the reader.

Note also that the headline goes over the story and the photo. Don’t run a headline and have it stop at the photo.
You can do it, but it is not the preferred way to lay out.
Formula: Headline, Story Flow, Photo with cutline under photo
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Hartville cheerleading squads get top three in Regionals
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submitted photos

Both the Hartville High School and Junior High School cheerleading squads recently earned top three finishes in the St. Louis Regionals competition. The high school earned 
a second place plaque in the Missouri Cheerleading Coaches Association contest. They will now compete in the state championships scheduled for Dec. 9-10 at 
Southeast Missouri State University. Meanwhile, Hartville’s Middle School squad won the third place plaque at Regionals for the Junior High Division.

Have a great season!
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right thing.”
417.349.4444

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ cross country 
runner Katelyn Jarrett is 
a South Central Associ-
ation (SCA) Conference 
champion.

This happened when 
Jarrett had a first place 
time of 22:07.38 to win 
the SCA title at the SCA 
Cross Country Challenge 
held at Willow Springs 
on Oct. 9. Jarrett ran a 
personal record and held 
off a runner from Cabool 
by 16 seconds.

Meanwhile, Lilly Hines 
placed fourth overall 
with a time of 22:35.30 

and Charis Alsup was 
seventh place with a time 
of 24:45.25. Charis’ time 
was also a personal best.

All three runners earned 
All-Conference honors 
for their performances.

As for the Panthers, the 
boys had two All-Con-
ference runners to help 
them take third place in 
the team standings with 
102 points.

Leading the way for 
Mountain Grove was 
Owen Nelson, who was 
one of five runners to 
earn a Top-20 finish. 

Nelson was 12th place 
overall with a time of 
19:59.47 and Kent Tay-

lor was 14th (20:18.09) 
as both runners earned 
All-Conference medals.

James Dickey was 16th 
(20:36.62), Joshua Haws 
took 19th (21:33.59) and 
Hunter Bartlett was 20th 
(21:37.78).

Trace DeVries (22:37.81) 
a n d  Tr i g g  D e Vr i e s 
(25:45.97) also competed 
in the  race.

Shannon County 
Showdown

The cross country pro-
gram ended their week 
with a few strong perfor-
mances in the Shannon 
County Showdown at 
Alley Spring on Oct. 11.

Hines led the Lady Pan-

thers in the race with 
her ninth place time of 
24:22.03.

Alsup also competed 
and finished in 21st place 
with an official time of 
27:42.90.

The Panthers finished 
fifth in the team stand-
ings with 144 points at 
the event.

Nelson led the boys 
with a 30th place time of 
21:29.29. 

The other finishes for 
the Panthers included 
Dickey (22:21.45), Tay-
lor (22:26.13) ,  Haws 
(22:30.50), Trace DeVries 
(24:02.96) and Mark Sha-
ner (27:07.64).

190 Main St. - Norwood
Phone: 417-746-0055

RED’S SLICE 
‘N’ SCOOP

“Be sure to stop by and visit us 
before or after the big game!”

RIGHT HERE! RIGHT NOW!
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00AM – 5:30PM SATURDAY 8:30AM – 5:00PM

www.chchomecenter.com

CABOOL
Near Hwy 60 at

107 South Hwy 181
(417) 962-4535

MTN. GROVE! 
Near the Square

402 East 1st Street 
(417) 926-3086 

Good Luck
Athletes!

HAVE A GREAT 2023 FALL SPORTS SEASON

Best of
Luck!

Tammy Barrett

Realtor

417.349.1981
tammy@tammybarrett.com
TammyBarrett.com

Each Office Is Independently 
Owned and Operated

590 N Business 60 
Mansfield, MO

Mansfield

Cheering on the 
Lions this Fall 
Sports Season!

Katelyn Jarrett wins SCA Conference cross country title

submitted photo

Mountain Grove Lady Panthers’ cross country runners with 
their South Central Association (SCA) Conference 
medals. Runners include Katelyn Jarrett, Lilly Hines 
and Charis Alsup.

Mansfield CC has strong showing at Clever
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield boys and 
girls cross country pro-
grams competed in the 
Clever Invitational on 
Oct. 12.

The Lions were led by 
Braxton Bolfing, who 
medaled in sixth place 
with an official time of 
17:28.77.

His success came in a 

race featuring a field of 
123 runners.

Zachary McCrite had 
the next best finish as he 
was 37th with a time of 
19:04.90. 

Other runners include 
B e n j a m i n  Wi l l i a m s 
(19:38.53), Shari Gilal 
(19:46.85), Kellen Camp-
bell (21:54.50) and Brycen 
Smith (24:33.67).

As a team, the Lions 

were 10th place overall 
with 213 points.

The Lady Lions were 
led by Faith Clark, who 
medaled in seventh place 
with a time of 20:43.34. 

Other runners fea-
tured Annalise Johnson 
(23:45.10), Gentry Alsup 
(24:20.53) and Kandie 
Logan (27:18.77).

There were a total of 86 
runners in the girls race.

submitted photo

Mansfield’s Braxton Bolfing 
with a Clever Invitational 
medal.

Lady Lions’ volleyball set for districts in Cabool
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield Lady 
Lions’ volleyball team 
has earned the No. 4 seed 
in the upcoming Class 2, 
District 9 Tournament.

They took on Gainesvlle 
after press time at 5:30 
p.m. Oct. 17 in Cabool. A 
win gives them a semifi-
nals match-up with Thay-
er at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 19. 

The finals will be played 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 21.

The Lady Lions enter 
districts with a tough 
stretch of losses.

They first traveled to 
Chadwick and left with a 
tough three set loss.

After falling in the first 
set in a heartbreaker, 27-
25, they lost the final two 
sets, 25-16 and 25-19.

One night later, they 

traveled to nearby Ava 
and lost in three sets to 
their area rival.

In the match, the Lady 
Lions fell 25-14, 25-18 
and 25-15. Results were 
made available from the 
Houston Volleyball Tour-
nament the week before. 
They did have a two set 
win over Dora, 25-21 and 
25-20.

Their three losses were 

to Thayer (25-12, 25-10), 
Houston (25-13, 25-12) 
and Plato (27-26, 25-20).

As for last week, the 
Lady Lions lost to Ford-
land in three sets (25-2, 
25-18 and 25-15). 

They also fell to Sparta 
losing two sets by a score 
of 25-17. They lost the 
second set, 25-11.

Mansfield is 9-17-2 on 
the season.

Three Norwood CC runners medal in Dixon race
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Three Norwood cross 
country runners earned 
medals in the Dixon Invi-
tational held on Oct. 9 at 
Oak Hills Country Club.

Jadyn Chambers was 
the lone Lady Pirates’ 

runner and she earned a 
sixth place finish with a 
time of 23:44.31 to win a 
medal.

The Pirates were led by 
Ben Smith, who medaled 
with an 11th place time of 
19:08.40. 

Gunner Bradshaw also 

earned a medal with a 
15th place time of 20:02.51.

Kyle Barker also com-

peted for the Norwood 
Pirates and had a time of 
27:21.89.
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Both the Hartville High School and Junior High School cheerleading squads recently earned top three finishes in the St. Louis Regionals competition. The high school earned 
a second place plaque in the Missouri Cheerleading Coaches Association contest. They will now compete in the state championships scheduled for Dec. 9-10 at 
Southeast Missouri State University. Meanwhile, Hartville’s Middle School squad won the third place plaque at Regionals for the Junior High Division.

Have a great season!

“Where we always do the 
right thing.”
417.349.4444

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ cross country 
runner Katelyn Jarrett is 
a South Central Associ-
ation (SCA) Conference 
champion.

This happened when 
Jarrett had a first place 
time of 22:07.38 to win 
the SCA title at the SCA 
Cross Country Challenge 
held at Willow Springs 
on Oct. 9. Jarrett ran a 
personal record and held 
off a runner from Cabool 
by 16 seconds.

Meanwhile, Lilly Hines 
placed fourth overall 

with a time of 22:35.30 
and Charis Alsup was 
seventh place with a time 
of 24:45.25. Charis’ time 
was also a personal best.

All three runners earned 
All-Conference honors 
for their performances.

As for the Panthers, the 
boys had two All-Con-
ference runners to help 
them take third place in 
the team standings with 
102 points.

Leading the way for 
Mountain Grove was 
Owen Nelson, who was 
one of five runners to 
earn a Top-20 finish. 

Nelson was 12th place 

overall with a time of 
19:59.47 and Kent Tay-
lor was 14th (20:18.09) 
as both runners earned 
All-Conference medals.

James Dickey was 16th 
(20:36.62), Joshua Haws 
took 19th (21:33.59) and 
Hunter Bartlett was 20th 
(21:37.78).

Trace DeVries (22:37.81) 
a n d  Tr i g g  D e Vr i e s 
(25:45.97) also competed 
in the  race.

Shannon County 
Showdown

The cross country pro-
gram ended their week 
with a few strong perfor-
mances in the Shannon 

County Showdown at 
Alley Spring on Oct. 11.

Hines led the Lady Pan-
thers in the race with 
her ninth place time of 
24:22.03.

Alsup also competed 
and finished in 21st place 
with an official time of 
27:42.90.

The Panthers finished 
fifth in the team stand-
ings with 144 points at 
the event.

Nelson led the boys 
with a 30th place time of 
21:29.29. 

The other finishes for 
the Panthers included 
Dickey (22:21.45), Tay-

lor (22:26.13) ,  Haws 
(22:30.50), Trace DeVries 

(24:02.96) and Mark Sha-
ner (27:07.64).
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Mansfield

Cheering on the 
Lions this Fall 
Sports Season!

Katelyn Jarrett wins SCA Conference 

submitted photo

Mountain Grove Lady Panthers’ cross country runners with 
their South Central Association (SCA) Conference 
medals. Runners include Katelyn Jarrett, Lilly Hines 
and Charis Alsup.

Mansfield CC has strong showing at Clever
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield boys and 
girls cross country pro-
grams competed in the 
Clever Invitational on 
Oct. 12.

The Lions were led by 
Braxton Bolfing, who 
medaled in sixth place 
with an official time of 
17:28.77.

His success came in a 

race featuring a field of 
123 runners.

Zachary McCrite had 
the next best finish as he 
was 37th with a time of 
19:04.90. 

Other runners include 
B e n j a m i n  Wi l l i a m s 
(19:38.53), Shari Gilal 
(19:46.85), Kellen Camp-
bell (21:54.50) and Brycen 
Smith (24:33.67).

As a team, the Lions 

were 10th place overall 
with 213 points.

The Lady Lions were 
led by Faith Clark, who 
medaled in seventh place 
with a time of 20:43.34. 

Other runners fea-
tured Annalise Johnson 
(23:45.10), Gentry Alsup 
(24:20.53) and Kandie 
Logan (27:18.77).

There were a total of 86 
runners in the girls race.

submitted photo

Mansfield’s Braxton Bolfing 
with a Clever Invitational 
medal.

Lady Lions’ volleyball set for districts in Cabool
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Mansfield Lady 
Lions’ volleyball team 
has earned the No. 4 seed 
in the upcoming Class 2, 
District 9 Tournament.

They took on Gainesvlle 
after press time at 5:30 
p.m. Oct. 17 in Cabool. A 
win gives them a semifi-
nals match-up with Thay-
er at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 19. 

The finals will be played 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 21.

The Lady Lions enter 
districts with a tough 
stretch of losses.

They first traveled to 
Chadwick and left with a 
tough three set loss.

After falling in the first 
set in a heartbreaker, 27-
25, they lost the final two 
sets, 25-16 and 25-19.

One night later, they 

traveled to nearby Ava 
and lost in three sets to 
their area rival.

In the match, the Lady 
Lions fell 25-14, 25-18 
and 25-15. Results were 
made available from the 
Houston Volleyball Tour-
nament the week before. 
They did have a two set 
win over Dora, 25-21 and 
25-20.

Their three losses were 

to Thayer (25-12, 25-10), 
Houston (25-13, 25-12) 
and Plato (27-26, 25-20).

As for last week, the 
Lady Lions lost to Ford-
land in three sets (25-2, 
25-18 and 25-15). 

They also fell to Sparta 
losing two sets by a score 
of 25-17. They lost the 
second set, 25-11.

Mansfield is 9-17-2 on 
the season.

Three Norwood CC runners medal in Dixon race
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Three Norwood cross 
country runners earned 
medals in the Dixon Invi-
tational held on Oct. 9 at 
Oak Hills Country Club.

Jadyn Chambers was 
the lone Lady Pirates’ 

runner and she earned a 
sixth place finish with a 
time of 23:44.31 to win a 
medal.

The Pirates were led by 
Ben Smith, who medaled 
with an 11th place time of 
19:08.40. 

Gunner Bradshaw also 

earned a medal with a 
15th place time of 20:02.51.

Kyle Barker also com-

peted for the Norwood 
Pirates and had a time of 
27:21.89.

This is okay, 
but the de-
signer hand-
book’s top 
preference is 
to run head-
lines over the 
story.
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Lady Panthers extend win streak

700 N Main St. 
Mountain Grove 65711

417-926-5400

Go get’em Panthers
this season!!!

photos by Pam Houser (purchase photos at PamHouser.com)

Mountain Grove senior Kailyn Wake goes up for a kill on Senior Night against the Salem Lady Tigers.
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

After finishing off their 
regular season with two 
more match victories, the 
Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ volleyball team 
has won 13 of their last 
14 contests with the 14th 
being a tournament tie. 
Ths run has helped them 
searn the top seed in the 
Class 3, District 11 Tour-
nament.

Mountain Grove will 
take on the winner of 
Reeds Spring and Hol-
lister at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 19 
in the semifinals on the 
Lady Panthers’ home 
court.

A win would puts them 
in the finals at 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 23 against either 
Willow Springs (No. 2), 
Forsyth (No. 3) or Ava 
(No. 6).

Their Senior Night three 
set win over Salem on 
Oct. 12 was a special one 
for the Lady Panthers.

First off, seniors Macy 
Dowden, Jozey MacPher-
son, Kailyn Wake and 
Campbell Welch were 
honored.

Then head coach Ashley 
Kell was surprised with 
a volleyball to recognize 
her for 100 career coach-
ing wins.

As for the match itself, 

the Lady Panthers made 
quick work of the Lady 
Tigers. They won 25-16, 
25-14 and 25-17.

One day earlier, they 
needed four sets to defeat 

Willow Springs in a po-
tential district champion-
ship preview match. (The 
scores on MSHSAA were 
not accurate to report 
actual set scores.)

Mountain Grove head coach Ashley Kell, fourth from left, was presented a volleyball 
to recognize her for 100 career coaching victories. Along with Assistant Coach 
Elly Citron-Gibson, she was joined on Senior Night by seniors Macy Dowden, 
Campbell Welch, Kailyn Wake and Jozey MacPherson.

Lady Eagles’ softball season ends in districts
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Hartville Lady Ea-
gles’ softball team’s fall 
season came to an end last 
week after they lost a slug 
fest with Crocker in the 
first round of the Class 
2, District 2 Tournament.

Hartville was favored 
as the No. 3 seed before 
falling to No. 6 Crocker, 
15-12, in a game played 
in Eugene.

Crocker avenged a Sep. 
30 loss to Hartville that 
was another high scoring 
affair where the Lady 
Eagles won, 21-11. This 
means the two teams 
combined to score 59 runs 
in the two meetings be-
tween the programs.

In the district contest, 
Crocker scored 10 runs 
in the first two innings to 
go up 10-5.

Hartville responded 
with four runs through 
the next two innings. En-
tering the seventh inning 
tied at 11-11, Crocker 
scored four runs in their 
final at-bat before holding 

on late for the win.
Both teams had eight 

defensive errors in this 
match-up and combined 
for 24 errors on Sep. 30. 
This results in the two 
teams combined for a to-
tal of 40 errors in the two 
contests

These errors didn’t help 
two Hartville pitchers 
who combined to give 
up no earned runs over 
seven innings.

Ella Fairchild tossed 
five and two-thirds in-
nings, allowing six hits 
with five strikeouts and 
four walks. Rylea Boyd 
tossed one and a third 
innings, allowing five hits 
with one walk.

Offensively, Erin Still 
had three hits, three RBIs 
and two runs scored. Both 
Brooklyn Kline and Jenna 
Kelley had two RBIs and 
two runs scored; Katia 
Todd added one RBI and 
scored three times; Sarah 
Palmer had one RBI and 
one run scored; while 
Carlyn Caldwell and 
Claire Dickinson each 

scored one run.
Before their season end-

ed in districts, the Lady 
Eagles had five defen-
sive errors in a 14-3 loss 
earlier in the week to 
Logan-Rogersville.

Todd led the Lady Ea-
gles with one hit and one 
RBI; both Brielle Kline 
and Kelley had one RBI; 
while Taryn Flachsmann 
and Still each scored one 

run.
On the mound, Boyd 

tossed two and two-thirds 
innings and allowed four 
earned runs on seven 
hits with one strikeout 
and three walks. Palmer 
lasted one and a third 
innings and gave up four 
earned runs on two hits 
with one walk. Hartville’s 
season ended with a 15-14 
overall record.

Hosts districts as top seed, Coach Kell honored for 100 wins
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Mountain Grove senior Kailyn Wake goes up for a kill on Senior Night against the Salem Lady Tigers.

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

After finishing off their 
regular season with two 
more match victories, the 
Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ volleyball team 
has won 13 of their last 
14 contests with the 14th 
being a tournament tie. 
Ths run has helped them 
searn the top seed in the 
Class 3, District 11 Tour-
nament.

Mountain Grove will 
take on the winner of 
Reeds Spring and Hol-
lister at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 19 
in the semifinals on the 
Lady Panthers’ home 
court.

A win would puts them 
in the finals at 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 23 against either 
Willow Springs (No. 2), 
Forsyth (No. 3) or Ava 
(No. 6).

Their Senior Night three 
set win over Salem on 
Oct. 12 was a special one 
for the Lady Panthers.

First off, seniors Macy 
Dowden, Jozey MacPher-
son, Kailyn Wake and 
Campbell Welch were 
honored.

Then head coach Ashley 
Kell was surprised with 
a volleyball to recognize 
her for 100 career coach-
ing wins.

As for the match itself, 
the Lady Panthers made 

quick work of the Lady 
Tigers. They won 25-16, 
25-14 and 25-17.

One day earlier, they 
needed four sets to defeat 
Willow Springs in a po-
tential district champion-

ship preview match. (The 
scores on MSHSAA were 
not accurate to report 
actual set scores.)

Mountain Grove is 23-
4-2 on their impressive 
season.

Mountain Grove head coach Ashley Kell, fourth from left, was presented a volleyball 
to recognize her for 100 career coaching victories. Along with Assistant Coach 
Elly Citron-Gibson, she was joined on Senior Night by seniors Macy Dowden, 
Campbell Welch, Kailyn Wake and Jozey MacPherson.

Lady Eagles’ softball season ends in districts
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Hartville Lady Ea-
gles’ softball team’s fall 
season came to an end last 
week after they lost a slug 
fest with Crocker in the 
first round of the Class 
2, District 2 Tournament.

Hartville was favored 
as the No. 3 seed before 
falling to No. 6 Crocker, 
15-12, in a game played 
in Eugene.

Crocker avenged a Sep. 
30 loss to Hartville that 
was another high scoring 
affair where the Lady 
Eagles won, 21-11. This 
means the two teams 
combined to score 59 runs 
in the two meetings be-
tween the programs.

In the district contest, 
Crocker scored 10 runs 
in the first two innings to 
go up 10-5.

Hartville responded 
with four runs through 
the next two innings. En-
tering the seventh inning 
tied at 11-11, Crocker 
scored four runs in their 
final at-bat before holding 

on late for the win.
Both teams had eight 

defensive errors in this 
match-up and combined 
for 24 errors on Sep. 30. 
This results in the two 
teams combined for a to-
tal of 40 errors in the two 
contests

These errors didn’t help 
two Hartville pitchers 
who combined to give 
up no earned runs over 
seven innings.

Ella Fairchild tossed 
five and two-thirds in-
nings, allowing six hits 
with five strikeouts and 
four walks. Rylea Boyd 
tossed one and a third 
innings, allowing five hits 
with one walk.

Offensively, Erin Still 
had three hits, three RBIs 
and two runs scored. Both 
Brooklyn Kline and Jenna 
Kelley had two RBIs and 
two runs scored; Katia 
Todd added one RBI and 
scored three times; Sarah 
Palmer had one RBI and 
one run scored; while 
Carlyn Caldwell and 
Claire Dickinson each 

scored one run.
Before their season end-

ed in districts, the Lady 
Eagles had five defen-
sive errors in a 14-3 loss 
earlier in the week to 
Logan-Rogersville.

Todd led the Lady Ea-
gles with one hit and one 
RBI; both Brielle Kline 
and Kelley had one RBI; 
while Taryn Flachsmann 
and Still each scored one 

run.
On the mound, Boyd 

tossed two and two-thirds 
innings and allowed four 
earned runs on seven 
hits with one strikeout 
and three walks. Palmer 
lasted one and a third 
innings and gave up four 
earned runs on two hits 
with one walk. Hartville’s 
season ended with a 15-14 
overall record.
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Mountain Grove senior Kailyn Wake goes up for a kill on Senior Night against the Salem Lady Tigers.

BY THE WCJ STAFF
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After finishing off their 
regular season with two 
more match victories, the 
Mountain Grove Lady 
Panthers’ volleyball team 
has won 13 of their last 
14 contests with the 14th 
being a tournament tie. 
Ths run has helped them 
searn the top seed in the 
Class 3, District 11 Tour-
nament.

Mountain Grove will 
take on the winner of 
Reeds Spring and Hol-
lister at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 19 
in the semifinals on the 
Lady Panthers’ home 
court.

A win would puts them 
in the finals at 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 23 against either 
Willow Springs (No. 2), 
Forsyth (No. 3) or Ava 
(No. 6).

Their Senior Night three 
set win over Salem on 
Oct. 12 was a special one 
for the Lady Panthers.

First off, seniors Macy 
Dowden, Jozey MacPher-
son, Kailyn Wake and 
Campbell Welch were 
honored.

Then head coach Ashley 
Kell was surprised with 
a volleyball to recognize 
her for 100 career coach-
ing wins.

As for the match itself, 
the Lady Panthers made 

quick work of the Lady 
Tigers. They won 25-16, 
25-14 and 25-17.

One day earlier, they 
needed four sets to defeat 
Willow Springs in a po-
tential district champion-

ship preview match. (The 
scores on MSHSAA were 
not accurate to report 
actual set scores.)

Mountain Grove is 23-
4-2 on their impressive 
season.

Mountain Grove head coach Ashley Kell, fourth from left, was presented a volleyball 
to recognize her for 100 career coaching victories. Along with Assistant Coach 
Elly Citron-Gibson, she was joined on Senior Night by seniors Macy Dowden, 
Campbell Welch, Kailyn Wake and Jozey MacPherson.

Lady Eagles’ softball season ends in districts
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

The Hartville Lady Ea-
gles’ softball team’s fall 
season came to an end last 
week after they lost a slug 
fest with Crocker in the 
first round of the Class 
2, District 2 Tournament.

Hartville was favored 
as the No. 3 seed before 
falling to No. 6 Crocker, 
15-12, in a game played 
in Eugene.

Crocker avenged a Sep. 
30 loss to Hartville that 
was another high scoring 
affair where the Lady 
Eagles won, 21-11. This 
means the two teams 
combined to score 59 runs 
in the two meetings be-
tween the programs.

In the district contest, 
Crocker scored 10 runs 
in the first two innings to 
go up 10-5.

Hartville responded 
with four runs through 
the next two innings. En-
tering the seventh inning 
tied at 11-11, Crocker 
scored four runs in their 
final at-bat before holding 

on late for the win.
Both teams had eight 

defensive errors in this 
match-up and combined 
for 24 errors on Sep. 30. 
This results in the two 
teams combined for a to-
tal of 40 errors in the two 
contests

These errors didn’t help 
two Hartville pitchers 
who combined to give 
up no earned runs over 
seven innings.

Ella Fairchild tossed 
five and two-thirds in-
nings, allowing six hits 
with five strikeouts and 
four walks. Rylea Boyd 
tossed one and a third 
innings, allowing five hits 
with one walk.

Offensively, Erin Still 
had three hits, three RBIs 
and two runs scored. Both 
Brooklyn Kline and Jenna 
Kelley had two RBIs and 
two runs scored; Katia 
Todd added one RBI and 
scored three times; Sarah 
Palmer had one RBI and 
one run scored; while 
Carlyn Caldwell and 
Claire Dickinson each 

scored one run.
Before their season end-

ed in districts, the Lady 
Eagles had five defen-
sive errors in a 14-3 loss 
earlier in the week to 
Logan-Rogersville.

Todd led the Lady Ea-
gles with one hit and one 
RBI; both Brielle Kline 
and Kelley had one RBI; 
while Taryn Flachsmann 
and Still each scored one 

run.
On the mound, Boyd 

tossed two and two-thirds 
innings and allowed four 
earned runs on seven 
hits with one strikeout 
and three walks. Palmer 
lasted one and a third 
innings and gave up four 
earned runs on two hits 
with one walk. Hartville’s 
season ended with a 15-14 
overall record.
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Lady Pirates knock 
off top district seed
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Just after press time, 
the Norwood Lady 
Pirates’ softball team 
took on St. Elizabeth in 
the Class 1, District 1 
championship game in 
Richland. (Details from 
the title game will be 
published in the Oct. 
25 issue of the Wright 
County Journal.)

To reach the title game, 
the Lady Pirates used a 
four-run top of the fifth 
inning to upset top seed 
Vienna, 6-3. Vienna en-
tered the game with a 
22-6 record and were 
ranked fourth in Class 1.

The big hit in the fifth  
inning was Gentry 
Davault’s two-run RBI 
single.

Offensively, Davault 
had two RBIs and one 
run scored; both Mad-
die Campbell and Kin-
ley Sinning had one 
RBI and one run scored; 
Katelynn Bennett added 
one RBI; while Hailey 
Hall, Autumn. Gunter 
and Natalee Lawson 
each scored one run.

On the mound, Camp-
bell tossed seven in-
nings and allowed one 
earned run on six hits 
with two strikeouts and 
three walks.

In the first round, Nor-
wood score nine runs in 
the top of the fourth in-
ning to pull away from 
host Richland, 12-1.

Hall led Norwood 
with three hits, three 
RBIs and scored twice.

Devault had three 
RBIs ;  bo th  Jayden 
Chambers and Lawson 
scored twice; Camp-
bell, Sinning and Gunt-
er each had one RBI and 
scored one run; Brooke 
Johnson had one RBI; 
while Lydia Harden, 
Bennett and Maci Cal-
houn each scored one 
run.

Campbell tossed five 
innings and allowed 
one earned run on four 
hits with eight strike-
outs.

Prior to districts, the 
Lady Eagles won three 
of their final four regu-
lar season contests.

A  h u g e  v i c t o r y 

came when Norwood 
knocked off a now 23-7 
Wheatland team, 1-0.

The Lady Pirates 
scored their lone run 
in the bottom of the 
second inning. Gunter 
scored that run while 
Davault was credited 
with the RBI.

On the mound, Camp-
bell tossed a complete 
game shutout, allow-
ing two hits with four 
strikeouts.

The Lady Pirates also 
added a big 16-1 win 
over a large school 
Parkview squad on the 
Lady Vikings’ home 
field.

Davault  led Nor-
wood with three hits, 
three RBIs and one run 
scored. Sinning tallied 
two RBIs and three runs 
scored; both Hall and 
Campbell had one RBI 
and scored four times; 
both Bennett and John-
son had one RBI; and 
Chambers scored twice.

Campbell tossed four 
innings and allowed 
one earned run on thee 
hits with seven strike-
outs.

Another win they had 
was a 3-2 victory over 
Twin Rivers.

Hall had two RBIs; 
Gunter had one RBI; 
Chambers scored twice; 
while Campbell had one 
run scored.

Campbell tossed sev-
en shutout innings, al-
lowing seven hits with 
11 strikeouts.

The Lady Pirates’ loss 
was a 3-1 defeat by East 
Carter.

Campbell had one RBI 
while Bennett scored 
the lone run.

Campbell tossed sev-
en innings and allowed 
three earned runs with 
one strikeout and four 
walks.

Norwood’s overall 
record is now 15-9 this 
season.
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Jones twins sign with C of O
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

For senior twin high 
school basketball players 
Logan and Lauren Jones, 
getting the opportunity 
to play together at the 
varsity level has been a 
blessing.

That blessing will now 
continue on to the col-
legiate level as the two 
sisters signed their letters 
of intent last week to 
play basketball starting 
next season at the College 

of the Ozarks at Point 
Lookout.

“It means a lot (to sign); 
we’ve been working hard 
to play at the next level,” 
said Logan Jones.

“It’s a blessing to play 
at the next level with 
my twin,” added Lauren 
Jones.

College of the Ozarks 
head women’s basketball 
coach Becky Mullis said 
the Jones sisters will be a 
good fit into her program.

“They are very com-

petitive, they are athletic 
and they expect to win,” 
she said. 

“…And they can both 
really score, shoot and 
handle it…I just like their 
competitive nature. They 
want to win.”

Mullis said she previ-
ously had a set of triplets 
in her program. And for 
the Jones sisters, getting 
to attend school together 
will give them an ad-
vantage in adjusting to 
college life as roommates.

submitted photo courtesy of Christian Gray 

Mansfield’s Logan and Lauren Jones both recently signed letters of intent to contin-
ue their basketball careers next season with the College of the Ozarks. Shown, 
front row, from left: Don Jones (father), Logan Jones, Lauren Jones and Alicia 
Jones (mother). Back row: Mansfield head girls basketball coach Gary Greene 
and College of the Ozarks Coach Becky Mullis.

Lady Pirates now at 15-5
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

When Norwood head 
girls basketball coach 
Wayne Jessen saw his 
Lady Pirates defeat his 
son’s Seymour Lady Ti-
gers’ team in a tourna-
ment by 12 points, he 
knew he had an unfair 
advantage.

He enjoyed watching 
his son Derrick Jessen’s 
team play for the past two 
years, while his son had 
not seen his dad’s new 
team as of yet.

Fast forward about a 
month and the two teams 
met up again on the Lady 
Tigers’ home court.

This meeting was much 

closer as the Lady Tigers 
led the game through 
three quarters. Fortunate-
ly, Norwood outscored 
Seymour, 14-6, in the final 
frame to get the 43-39 
win. Seymour led 12-7 
early in spite of Kaytlynn 
Drake’s three points.

Drake added six points 
in a 12-point second quar-
ter as the Lady Tigers 
would take a 25-19 lead 
into halftime. Foul trou-
ble began to hurt the 
Lady Tigers in the second 
half and Norwood made 
them pay. The Lady Pi-
rates made all six third 
quarter free throws to cut 
the lead to 33-29.

More of the same in the 

fourth quarter as Nor-
wood made 8-of-16 free 
throws. Loran Mooney 
hit two 3-pointers and 
scored nine points to help 
Norwood complete their 
rally. Mooney finished 
with 13 points; Drake had 
12 points; Autumn Gunt-
er scored seven points; 
Addy Gray scored six 
points; Cassie Wright had 
three points; and Jayden 
Chamber had two points.

Beating Bakersfield
In playing a team they 

just beat three days ear-
lier in the finals of the 
Cabool Classic, the Lady 
Pirates once again held 
off a scrappy Bakersfield 
team, 59-43.

Bakersfield led 14-11 
at the end of the first 
quarter, though Gunter 
had five points. Norwood 
shooters would make 
three 3-pointers in the 
second quarter to cut the 
lead to one at halftime.

The Lady Pirates came 
out of the break with a 
12-7 run as three different 
players had four points.

In the fourth quarter, 
Norwood outscored Ba-
kersfield, 20-8. Drake 
had two 3-pointers and 
eight points while Gunter 
scored six more points.

Drake scored a team-
high 16 points; Gunter 
added 15 points; Gentry 
Davault had 14 points; 
Addy Gray scored eight 
points; and Mooney had 
three points. The Lady 
Pirates record is now 15-5 
on the season.
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Panthers struggle in Classic
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

In hosting their own 
tournament last week, 
the Mountain Grove 
boys basketball team 
was hoping to find a 
way to earn some hard-
ware at this year’s Fam-
ily Pharmacy Panther 
Classic.

Though they played 
eventual champion For-
syth tough in the first 
round, the host Pan-
thers would eventually 
lose both of their games, 
dropping their record to 
3-13 on the season.

A g a i n s t  F o r s y t h , 
Mountain Grove played 
toe-to-toe with them 
early.

It was a 15-13 game 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

Unfortunately, Forsyth 
went on a 27-7 run be-
fore halftime to take a 
42-20 lead at the break.

A f t e r  b o t h  t e a m s 
scored 19 points in the 
third quarter, Mountain 
Grove responded with 
a 21-9 fourth quarter 
frame.

Unfortunately, the late 
rally fell short in the 
10-point loss, 70-60.

Senior Tyson Elliott 
had a big game with 19 
points, three assists, one 
rebound and one steal.

Bradley Henry added 
14 points, four assists, 
three steals and three 
rebounds; senior Hol-
len Glenn made three 
3-pointers for 13 points, 
four rebounds and one 
assist; Brylon Mayberry 
had five points, four as-
sists and one steal; Pres-
ton Williams scored five 
points; Payton Shannon 
had two points, three 
steals, one rebound and 
one assist; and Carson 
Allen tallied two points 
and six rebounds.

Falling to Liberty
After  Liberty was 

knocked off by a Licking 
team in the first round 

that they beat earlier 
in the season, the Ea-
gles appeared to take 
their frustration out on 
Mountain Grove in the 
consolation semifinals.

Liberty  scored 27 
points in the first quarter 
and never looked back 
in an 88-68 win over the 
Panthers.

It was 27-15 at the 
end of the first quar-
ter. Though that lead-
ed extended to just 14 
points by the end of the 
third quarter, the Ea-
gles pulled away in the 
fourth for the 20-point 
win.

Liberty’s  shooters 
were hitting their shots 
as they made 11-of-20 
shots from behind the 
3-point line.

Meanwhile, Mountain 
Grove’s offense turned 
the ball over 19 times.

Henry paced the Pan-
thers with a team-high 
32 points, seven assists, 

five rebounds, three 
steals and two blocks.

Mayberry added 13 
points, two rebounds 
and two assists; Elliott 
had 10 points, two as-
sists and one steal; Shan-
non scored four points, 
two steals and one re-
bound; Gabe Linton had 
three points; Williams 
had two points and one 
rebound; Gatlin Keel-
ing scored two points, 
four steals, three assists 
and one rebound; while 
Glenn had two points 
and two rebounds.

Mountain Grove does 
have a chance to pick up 
a few wins over the next 
couple of weeks. They 
play winless Houston 
on the road on Jan. 31, 
a two-win Ava team at 
home on Feb. 3 and a 
six win Cabool team on 
Feb. 7. They take on five 
win programs Willow 
Springs (Feb. 10, home) 
and Salem (Feb. 14).

photo by Ron Schott

Mountain Grove’s Bradley Henry goes up for a jump 
shot against Forsyth in the opening round of the 
Family Pharmacy Panther Classic in Mountain 
Grove.

Lady Panthers fall in Mansfield
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

There is a saying in 
sports that beating a 
team for the third time in 
a season is difficult to do.

Though Mountain 
Grove is not in the same 
conference as nearby 
Dora, the Lady Panthers 
ended up playing them 
hoping for the third time 
to be a charm in the 32nd 
Lady Lion Invitational at 
Mansfield.

Unfortunately, after 
winning the first two 
meetings, the Lady Pan-
thers had their tourna-
ment hopes of earning 
hardware end with a 
51-43 loss to the Lady 
Falcons.

Things looked good 
early for the Lady Pan-
thers as they took a 10-8 
lead in the first quar-
ter. Erecka Penner hit a 
3-pointer and scored five 
points.

D o r a  r e s p o n d e d 
though with a 16-point 
second frame. Kailyn 
Wake did make two 
3-pointers and score 
eight points, but her 
team trailed, 24-22, at 
halftime.

The Lady Falcons then 
pulled way in the third 
quarter after hitting two 
3-pointers and scoring 
17 points.

Reagan Hoerning did 
score five points as the 
Lady Panthers were 
down eight points en-
tering the fourth quarter.

Dora would go on to 
win the game by that 
margin.

Wa k e  m a d e  t h re e 
3-pointers and scored 
a team-high 16 points. 
Campbell Welch scored 
six of her eight points 

in the fourth quarter; 
both Landry Golden and 
Hoerning had six points; 
Penner had five points; 
while  Taylor  Hicks 
scored two points.

Losing to Forsyth
In the first round, the 

Lady Panthers took on 
Forsyth and could not 
overcome a slow start in 
the 52-41 loss.

Forsyth jumped out to 
an early 17-9 lead in spite 
of Wake’s four points.

Wake then added three 
more 3-pointers in the 
second quarter to spark 
a 13-point frame to cut 
the lead to six points at 
halftime.

The  th ird  quarter 
d o o m e d  M o u n t a i n 
Grove though as Forsyth 
put up 22 points.

Forsyth entered the 
fourth quarter up by 21 
points before cruising to 
the 11-point win.

Wa k e  m a d e  f i v e 
3-pointers and scored 
18 points. Hoerning had 
12 points; Hicks had five 
points; Penner scored 
four points; and Golden 
had two points.
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Jones twins sign with C of O
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

For senior twin high 
school basketball players 
Logan and Lauren Jones, 
getting the opportunity 
to play together at the 
varsity level has been a 
blessing.

That blessing will now 
continue on to the col-
legiate level as the two 
sisters signed their letters 
of intent last week to 
play basketball starting 
next season at the College 

of the Ozarks at Point 
Lookout.

“It means a lot (to sign); 
we’ve been working hard 
to play at the next level,” 
said Logan Jones.

“It’s a blessing to play 
at the next level with 
my twin,” added Lauren 
Jones.

College of the Ozarks 
head women’s basketball 
coach Becky Mullis said 
the Jones sisters will be a 
good fit into her program.

“They are very com-

petitive, they are athletic 
and they expect to win,” 
she said. 

“…And they can both 
really score, shoot and 
handle it…I just like their 
competitive nature. They 
want to win.”

Mullis said she previ-
ously had a set of triplets 
in her program. And for 
the Jones sisters, getting 
to attend school together 
will give them an ad-
vantage in adjusting to 
college life as roommates.

submitted photo courtesy of Christian Gray 

Mansfield’s Logan and Lauren Jones both recently signed letters of intent to contin-
ue their basketball careers next season with the College of the Ozarks. Shown, 
front row, from left: Don Jones (father), Logan Jones, Lauren Jones and Alicia 
Jones (mother). Back row: Mansfield head girls basketball coach Gary Greene 
and College of the Ozarks Coach Becky Mullis.

Lady Pirates now at 15-5
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

When Norwood head 
girls basketball coach 
Wayne Jessen saw his 
Lady Pirates defeat his 
son’s Seymour Lady Ti-
gers’ team in a tourna-
ment by 12 points, he 
knew he had an unfair 
advantage.

He enjoyed watching 
his son Derrick Jessen’s 
team play for the past two 
years, while his son had 
not seen his dad’s new 
team as of yet.

Fast forward about a 
month and the two teams 
met up again on the Lady 
Tigers’ home court.

This meeting was much 

closer as the Lady Tigers 
led the game through 
three quarters. Fortunate-
ly, Norwood outscored 
Seymour, 14-6, in the final 
frame to get the 43-39 
win. Seymour led 12-7 
early in spite of Kaytlynn 
Drake’s three points.

Drake added six points 
in a 12-point second quar-
ter as the Lady Tigers 
would take a 25-19 lead 
into halftime. Foul trou-
ble began to hurt the 
Lady Tigers in the second 
half and Norwood made 
them pay. The Lady Pi-
rates made all six third 
quarter free throws to cut 
the lead to 33-29.

More of the same in the 

fourth quarter as Nor-
wood made 8-of-16 free 
throws. Loran Mooney 
hit two 3-pointers and 
scored nine points to help 
Norwood complete their 
rally. Mooney finished 
with 13 points; Drake had 
12 points; Autumn Gunt-
er scored seven points; 
Addy Gray scored six 
points; Cassie Wright had 
three points; and Jayden 
Chamber had two points.

Beating Bakersfield
In playing a team they 

just beat three days ear-
lier in the finals of the 
Cabool Classic, the Lady 
Pirates once again held 
off a scrappy Bakersfield 
team, 59-43.

Bakersfield led 14-11 
at the end of the first 
quarter, though Gunter 
had five points. Norwood 
shooters would make 
three 3-pointers in the 
second quarter to cut the 
lead to one at halftime.

The Lady Pirates came 
out of the break with a 
12-7 run as three different 
players had four points.

In the fourth quarter, 
Norwood outscored Ba-
kersfield, 20-8. Drake 
had two 3-pointers and 
eight points while Gunter 
scored six more points.

Drake scored a team-
high 16 points; Gunter 
added 15 points; Gentry 
Davault had 14 points; 
Addy Gray scored eight 
points; and Mooney had 
three points. The Lady 
Pirates record is now 15-5 
on the season.
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Panthers struggle in Classic

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

In hosting their own 
tournament last week, 
the Mountain Grove boys 
basketball team was hop-
ing to find a way to earn 
some hardware at this 
year’s Family Pharmacy 
Panther Classic.

Though they played 
eventual champion For-
syth tough in the first 
round, the host Panthers 
would eventually lose 
both of their games, drop-
ping their record to 3-13 
on the season.

Against Forsyth, Moun-
tain Grove played toe-to-
toe with them early.

It was a 15-13 game 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

Unfortunately, Forsyth 
went on a 27-7 run before 
halftime to take a 42-20 
lead at the break.

After both teams scored 
19 points in the third 
quarter, Mountain Grove 
responded with a 21-9 
fourth quarter frame.

Unfortunately, the late 
rally fell short in the 
10-point loss, 70-60.

Senior Tyson Elliott had 
a big game with 19 points, 
three assists, one rebound 
and one steal.

Bradley Henry added 14 
points, four assists, three 
steals and three rebounds; 
senior Hollen Glenn 
made three 3-pointers for 
13 points, four rebounds 
and one assist; Brylon 
Mayberry had five points, 
four assists and one steal; 
Preston Williams scored 
five points; Payton Shan-
non had two points, three 
steals, one rebound and 
one assist; and Carson 
Allen tallied two points 
and six rebounds.

Falling to Liberty
A f t e r  L i b e r t y  w a s 

knocked off by a Licking 

team in the first round 
that they beat earlier in 
the season, the Eagles ap-
peared to take their frus-
tration out on Mountain 
Grove in the consolation 
semifinals.

Liberty scored 27 points 
in the first quarter and 
never looked back in an 
88-68 win over the Pan-
thers.

It was 27-15 at the end of 
the first quarter. Though 
that leaded extended to 
just 14 points by the end 
of the third quarter, the 
Eagles pulled away in 
the fourth for the 20-point 
win.

Liberty’s shooters were 
hitting their shots as they 
made 11-of-20 shots from 
behind the 3-point line.

Meanwhile, Mountain 
Grove’s offense turned 
the ball over 19 times.

Henry paced the Pan-
thers with a team-high 32 
points, seven assists, five 
rebounds, three steals and 
two blocks.

Mayberry added 13 
points, two rebounds and 
two assists; Elliott had 10 
points, two assists and 
one steal; Shannon scored 
four points, two steals and 
one rebound; Gabe Linton 
had three points; Williams 
had two points and one 
rebound; Gatlin Keeling 
scored two points, four 
steals, three assists and 
one rebound; while Glenn 
had two points and two 
rebounds.

Mountain Grove does 
have a chance to pick up 
a few wins over the next 
couple of weeks. 

They  p lay  winless 
Houston on the road on 
Jan. 31, a two-win Ava 
team at home on Feb. 3 
and a six win Cabool team 
on Feb. 7. They take on 
five win programs Willow 
Springs (Feb. 10, home) 
and Salem (Feb. 14).

photo by Ron Schott

Mountain Grove’s Bradley Henry goes up for a jump shot 
against Forsyth in the opening round of the Family 
Pharmacy Panther Classic in Mountain Grove.
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Jones twins sign with C of O
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

For senior twin high 
school basketball players 
Logan and Lauren Jones, 
getting the opportunity 
to play together at the 
varsity level has been a 
blessing.

That blessing will now 
continue on to the col-
legiate level as the two 
sisters signed their letters 
of intent last week to 
play basketball starting 
next season at the College 

of the Ozarks at Point 
Lookout.

“It means a lot (to sign); 
we’ve been working hard 
to play at the next level,” 
said Logan Jones.

“It’s a blessing to play 
at the next level with 
my twin,” added Lauren 
Jones.

College of the Ozarks 
head women’s basketball 
coach Becky Mullis said 
the Jones sisters will be a 
good fit into her program.

“They are very com-

petitive, they are athletic 
and they expect to win,” 
she said. 

“…And they can both 
really score, shoot and 
handle it…I just like their 
competitive nature. They 
want to win.”

Mullis said she previ-
ously had a set of triplets 
in her program. And for 
the Jones sisters, getting 
to attend school together 
will give them an ad-
vantage in adjusting to 
college life as roommates.
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Mansfield’s Logan and Lauren Jones both recently signed letters of intent to contin-
ue their basketball careers next season with the College of the Ozarks. Shown, 
front row, from left: Don Jones (father), Logan Jones, Lauren Jones and Alicia 
Jones (mother). Back row: Mansfield head girls basketball coach Gary Greene 
and College of the Ozarks Coach Becky Mullis.
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EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

When Norwood head 
girls basketball coach 
Wayne Jessen saw his 
Lady Pirates defeat his 
son’s Seymour Lady Ti-
gers’ team in a tourna-
ment by 12 points, he 
knew he had an unfair 
advantage.

He enjoyed watching 
his son Derrick Jessen’s 
team play for the past two 
years, while his son had 
not seen his dad’s new 
team as of yet.

Fast forward about a 
month and the two teams 
met up again on the Lady 
Tigers’ home court.

This meeting was much 

closer as the Lady Tigers 
led the game through 
three quarters. Fortunate-
ly, Norwood outscored 
Seymour, 14-6, in the final 
frame to get the 43-39 
win. Seymour led 12-7 
early in spite of Kaytlynn 
Drake’s three points.

Drake added six points 
in a 12-point second quar-
ter as the Lady Tigers 
would take a 25-19 lead 
into halftime. Foul trou-
ble began to hurt the 
Lady Tigers in the second 
half and Norwood made 
them pay. The Lady Pi-
rates made all six third 
quarter free throws to cut 
the lead to 33-29.

More of the same in the 

fourth quarter as Nor-
wood made 8-of-16 free 
throws. Loran Mooney 
hit two 3-pointers and 
scored nine points to help 
Norwood complete their 
rally. Mooney finished 
with 13 points; Drake had 
12 points; Autumn Gunt-
er scored seven points; 
Addy Gray scored six 
points; Cassie Wright had 
three points; and Jayden 
Chamber had two points.

Beating Bakersfield
In playing a team they 

just beat three days ear-
lier in the finals of the 
Cabool Classic, the Lady 
Pirates once again held 
off a scrappy Bakersfield 
team, 59-43.

Bakersfield led 14-11 
at the end of the first 
quarter, though Gunter 
had five points. Norwood 
shooters would make 
three 3-pointers in the 
second quarter to cut the 
lead to one at halftime.

The Lady Pirates came 
out of the break with a 
12-7 run as three different 
players had four points.

In the fourth quarter, 
Norwood outscored Ba-
kersfield, 20-8. Drake 
had two 3-pointers and 
eight points while Gunter 
scored six more points.

Drake scored a team-
high 16 points; Gunter 
added 15 points; Gentry 
Davault had 14 points; 
Addy Gray scored eight 
points; and Mooney had 
three points. The Lady 
Pirates record is now 15-5 
on the season.
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BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

In hosting their own 
tournament last week, 
the Mountain Grove boys 
basketball team was hop-
ing to find a way to earn 
some hardware at this 
year’s Family Pharmacy 
Panther Classic.

Though they played 
eventual champion For-
syth tough in the first 
round, the host Panthers 
would eventually lose 
both of their games, drop-
ping their record to 3-13 
on the season.

Against Forsyth, Moun-
tain Grove played toe-to-
toe with them early.

It was a 15-13 game 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

Unfortunately, Forsyth 
went on a 27-7 run before 
halftime to take a 42-20 
lead at the break.

After both teams scored 
19 points in the third 
quarter, Mountain Grove 
responded with a 21-9 
fourth quarter frame.

Unfortunately, the late 
rally fell short in the 
10-point loss, 70-60.

Senior Tyson Elliott had 
a big game with 19 points, 
three assists, one rebound 
and one steal.

Bradley Henry added 14 
points, four assists, three 
steals and three rebounds; 
senior Hollen Glenn 
made three 3-pointers for 
13 points, four rebounds 
and one assist; Brylon 
Mayberry had five points, 
four assists and one steal; 
Preston Williams scored 
five points; Payton Shan-
non had two points, three 
steals, one rebound and 
one assist; and Carson 
Allen tallied two points 
and six rebounds.

Falling to Liberty
A f t e r  L i b e r t y  w a s 

knocked off by a Licking 

team in the first round 
that they beat earlier in 
the season, the Eagles ap-
peared to take their frus-
tration out on Mountain 
Grove in the consolation 
semifinals.

Liberty scored 27 points 
in the first quarter and 
never looked back in an 
88-68 win over the Pan-
thers.

It was 27-15 at the end of 
the first quarter. Though 
that leaded extended to 
just 14 points by the end 
of the third quarter, the 
Eagles pulled away in 
the fourth for the 20-point 
win.

Liberty’s shooters were 
hitting their shots as they 
made 11-of-20 shots from 
behind the 3-point line.

Meanwhile, Mountain 
Grove’s offense turned 
the ball over 19 times.

Henry paced the Pan-
thers with a team-high 32 
points, seven assists, five 
rebounds, three steals and 
two blocks.

Mayberry added 13 
points, two rebounds and 
two assists; Elliott had 10 
points, two assists and 
one steal; Shannon scored 
four points, two steals and 
one rebound; Gabe Linton 
had three points; Williams 
had two points and one 
rebound; Gatlin Keeling 
scored two points, four 
steals, three assists and 
one rebound; while Glenn 
had two points and two 
rebounds.

Mountain Grove does 
have a chance to pick up 
a few wins over the next 
couple of weeks. 

They  p lay  winless 
Houston on the road on 
Jan. 31, a two-win Ava 
team at home on Feb. 3 
and a six win Cabool team 
on Feb. 7. They take on 
five win programs Willow 
Springs (Feb. 10, home) 
and Salem (Feb. 14).
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Mountain Grove’s Bradley Henry goes up for a jump shot 
against Forsyth in the opening round of the Family 
Pharmacy Panther Classic in Mountain Grove.
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Hartville beats Sparta in state-ranked battle

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

Before last week, Hart-
ville head coach Brett 
Reed knew his team 
would have its hands 
full hosting a Sparta boys 
basketball team that was 
runner-up in this year’s 
Blue and Gold Tourna-
ment.

Little did he realize that 
he would get sick with 
possible food poisoning 
and miss two straight 
practices leading up to 
the contest.

Without Coach Reed 
at practice for the first 
time in 15 years, assistant 
coaches Tony Simpson 
and Braden Keith had 
the task of drawing up 
a game plan to possibly 
limit the Trojans’ star 
player Jacob Lafferty.

It resulted in a plan 
where they put multiple 
players on Lafferty and 
leaving one player mostly 
uncovered in the contest.

By the time there were 
two minutes left in the 
game, Lafferty was bent 
over trying to get air after 
having to work extremely 
hard for his 16 points.

As for the Eagles, they 
outscored Sparta, 32-
14, in the second half to 
knock off the Trojans, 
55-45.

“My assistant coaches 
came up with the defen-
sive game plan,” Coach 
Reed said. “They did 
a fantastic job and the 
boys really worked hard. 
They wore on (Lafferty) 
all night.” 

Reed credited Grant 
Culver, Haylon Bel and 
Payton Cogdill, among 
others, for their focus on 
Lafferty in the contest.

While there was a hap-
py ending on the Eagles’ 
Homecoming night, it 
didn’t look good early. 

After Payton Cogdill 
and Culver each made 
3-pointers for a 6-4 lead, 
the Trojans would soon 
follow with a 10-0 run to 
go up, 15-9.

During that stretch, Laf-
ferty scored six points.

Early in the second 
quarter,  the  Trojans 
opened up a 12-point lead 
when Hartville’s offense 
started to hit its stride.

Payton Cogdill and 
Jalon Cryer each made 
a 3-pointer during an 8-0 
run to force the Trojans to 
call a timeout with their 
lead now down to four 
points.

Sparta would go on 
to take a 31-23 edge at 
halftime after making 13-
of-22 shots from the field 
in the first two quarters.

It was a entirely dif-
ferent game in the third 
quarter as the Eagles 
put together a 12-0 run 
with the help of Cryer’s 
two 3-pointers and one 
3-pointer from both Pay-
ton Cogdill and Logan 
Simpson.

The run of consecutive 
points reached 14-0 early 
in the fourth quarter for a 
three point Hartville lead.

Though Lafferty had a 
3-point play in the third, 
the Eagles ‘defense held 

Lafferty to just one shot 
from the field in the sec-
ond and third quarters 
combined.

With 2:03 left in the 
game, Hartville was up, 
48-40.

The Trojans made a 
3-pointer to cut the lead 
to five. In the final 1:12, 
the Eagles made 5-of-7 
free throws to seal the 
win.

Payton Cogdill had a 
big day as he made three 
3-pointers and finished 
with 17 points, four re-
bounds, two steals and 
one assist.

Simpson tal l ied 15 
points, five assists, one 
rebound and one steal; 
Cryer added nine points, 
two assists, one rebound 
and one assist; Culver 
had eight points, four 
rebounds, two assists and 
two steals; Bel had four 
points, three rebounds, 
three assists and two 
steals; and Mason Cog-
dill added two points and 
three rebounds.

Knocking off 
Chadwick

On Tuesday night, the 
Eagles traveled to Chad-
wick to take on a Car-
dinals’ squad that was 
coming off back-to-back 
tournament titles in Sey-
mour and Pleasant Hope.

The Eagles would have 
a big second half, outscor-
ing the Cardinals, 33-27, 
in the final two quarters 
to win the game, 50-36.

Both teams scored six 
points only in the first 
quarter before the Ea-

gles’ outside shooting 
propelled them before 
halftime.

Bel, Cryer and Simpson 
each made 3-pointers 
while the Eagles’ defense 
held Chadwick to just 
three points to take an 
eight point lead at half-
time.

In the third quarter, 
Cryer scored seven points 
in a 14-point frame to take 
a four point edge heading 
into the fourth quarter.

Jackson Ward scored 
seven points and Cryer 
added five points in a 
19-point final frame to 
help the Eagles cruise late 

in the 14-point victory.
Cryer finished with 17 

points; both Payton Cog-
dill and Ward had 10 
points; Simpson scored 
nine points behind three 
3-pointers; and Bel scored 
three points.

Hartville’s record is 
now 15-4.

Eagles pull away late for Homecoming win over the Trojans

photo by Ron Schott 

Hartville’s Logan Simpson goes in strong for a layup as three Sparta defenders, 
including No. 34 Jacob Lafferty, look on from behind.

Lady Lions improve to 14-3 with a pair of victories
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

The Mansfield Lady 
Lions’ girls basketball 
team is now 14-3 on the 
season after extending 
their winning streak to 
four last week.

Mansfield beat a pair of 
two win programs and 
continue to leave their 
mark as one of the better 
girls basketball teams in 
the state of Missouri.

In their road contest 
with the Lady Wolves, 
Mansfield’s defense shut 
out Reeds Spring in the 
second quarter while 
cruising to a 59-24 victory.

Mansfield led 14-6 in 

the first quarter after five 
different players scored.

In the second quarter, 
Logan Jones had seven 
points in the Lady Lions’ 
20-point frame to go up 
34-6 at halftime.

Mansfield’s offense con-
tinued to pour it on in the 
third quarter as Lauren 
Jones hit two 3-point-
ers and finished with 
eight points in a 21-point 
frame.

Both Haven Tripp and 
Harleigh Hodges scored 
four points.

Mansfield would go on 
to win the game by 35.

Lauren Jones scored a 
team-high 15 points as 

nine different players 
scored in the win. Hodg-
es had 10 points; Logan 
Jones scored nine points; 
both Trinity Lansdown 
and Chloe Lemons had 
six points; Elly Williams 
and Tripp each had four 
points; Macie Tate scored 
three points; and Addie 
Jones scored two points.

Crushing Gainesville
The Lady Lions’ de-

fense didn’t give Gaines-
ville much of a chance on 
the Lady Bulldog’s home 
court last week.

Mansfield shut the Lady 
Bulldogs out in the first 
quarter and allowed six 
points or less in all four 

quarters before winning 
the contest, 54-15.

In the first quarter, Tate 
scored six points to help 
the Lady Lions win the 
first quarter, 16-0.

Lansdown hi t  two 
3-pointers in the second 
quarter and Hodges add-
ed six points of her own 
in the second as the Lady 
Lions entered halftime 
up 33-4.

In the third quarter, 
Logan Jones scored six 
points and Tate added 
a 3-pointer to move the 
lead to 38 points.

Mansfield would seal 
the win in the fourth, 
knocking off Gainesville 

by 39.
Tate scored a team-high 

11 points; Logan Jones 
and Hodges each had 
10 points; Lauren Jones, 

Tripp and Lansdown each 
had six points; Addie 
Jones added three points; 
and Williams scored two 
points. 
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Panthers take advantage of turnovers in Bulldogs win

The Mountain Grove 
Panthers’ football team 
took advantage of first 
half turnovers last Friday 
night and overcame sev-
eral penalties to defeat El 
Dorado Springs on the 
road, 28-8.

Defensively, the Pan-
thers came up big on the 
Bulldogs’ opening drive 
of the game. Destin Un-
ger recovered a fumble 
on the fourth play of the 
game on the El Dorado 
Springs’ 20.

One play later, Daiton 
Hook scored on a 20-yard 
touchdown run. Brayden 
Haughey’s extra-point 
kick gave the Panthers a 
7-0 lad just two minutes 
into the contest.

After  a  squib kick 
helped the Bulldogs start 
their next possession 
at midfield, that drive 
stalled on Mountain 
Grove’s 37.

Deveyn Martin did get 
a big 23-yard run to help 
the Panthers get into Bull-
dogs’ territory on their 
next possession. Four 
plays later, a fumble gave 
the Bulldogs the ball on 
their own 31.

Once again Mountain 
Grove’s defense respond-
ed after the Bulldogs’ 
offense drove the ball into 
Panthers’ territory.

Unger recovered his 
second fumble of the 
game, this time on the 
Panthers’ 34.

Mountain Grove’s of-
fense made the most of 
their next possession as 
they marched 71 yards on 
11 plays.

Aden Estep connected 
with Unger for a 33-yard 
gain, He later found Mar-
tin for seven yards. The 
drive ended with Estep’s 
seven yard touchdown 
pass to Brylon Mayberry. 
A failed kick kept the 
score at 13-0.

Two plays into the Bull-
dogs’ next drive, Moun-
tain Grove’s defense 
came up with another 
big play. This time, Hook 
recovered a fumble and 
returned it 20 yards for 
a touchdown. Mayberry 
then completed a pass 
to Hook for a two-point 
conversion to push the 
lead to 22-0.

With a big lead, the 
Panthers’ defense kept 
up their pressure. After a 
solid El Dorado Springs’ 
gain, a fumble was recov-
ered after Haughey dove 
to the ground, and with 
his long reach, recov-
ered the fumble on the 
Panthers’ 16. Mountain 
Grove entered halftime 
with 52 yards passing and 
73 on the ground for 125 
total yards of offense. El 
Dorado Springs had six 
passing yards and 109 on 
the ground for 115 total 
yards.

The first two minutes 
of the third quarter were 
extremely long for the 
Panthers’ offense. The 

positives on the drive 
were Estep finding Car-
son Allen for a nine yard 
passing play. He also hit 
Mayberry for 14 yards. 
But then the Panthers 
had five penalties that 
would end up stalling the 
offense deep in El Dorado 
Springs’ territory. The 
Bulldogs’ offense ran off 
the final 6:46 in the third 
quarter before they were 
stopped in the red zone.

El Dorado Springs then 
scored three plays later 
on a 43-yard touchdown 
run right up the middle. 
A two-point conversion 
was run into the end zone 
to cut the lead to 21-8.

In need of a response, 
the Panthers’ offense 
came through with a nine 
play, 61-yard drive. Es-
tep had a 16-yard carry. 
He later connected with 
Unger for a 23-yard gain 
before scoring on a two-
yard touchdown run. 
Haughey’s extra-point 
kick pushed the lead to 

28-8. The Panthers sealed 
the win late, but they had 
to overcome 13 penalties 

alone in the final two 
quarters of play.

As a team, Mountain 
Grove’s offense had 115 
yards passing and 147 
yards on the ground for 
262 total yards of offense.

El Dorado Springs’ of-
fense had six yards pass-
ing and 196 on the ground 
for 202 total yards.

Estep completed 10-of-
17 passes for 115 yards 
and one touchdown. He 
also added nine carries 
for 35 yards and one 

touchdown. Martin tal-
lied seven carries for 81 
yards. Hook added three 
carries for 25 yards and 
one touchdown. Unger 
tallied five catches for 71 
yards. Mayberry hauled 
in two passes for 21 yards 
and one touchdown.

Up next, the Panthers 
take on rival Ava in their 
home opener at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sep. 8.  Ava de-
feated Buffalo in week 
one, 56-6. Last week, they 
crushed Strafford, 38-7.

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

photos by Ron Schott

Mountain Grove’s Deveyn Martin gets a big gain in the first half against El Dorado Springs.

Mountain Grove scored 22 straight points in 28-8 victory over El Dorado Springs

Phone: (417) 228-2330
Address 502 W. 3rd St.,

Mountain Grove
URL: MoLiquidator.com

“Wishing the best of luck to 
all Fall Sports athletes”

Mountain Grove’s Brylon Mayberry with some yards after a catch.

700 N Main St. 
Mountain Grove 65711

417-926-5400

Go get’em Panthers
this season!!!

The Panthers’ Daiton Hook after making a big tackle.

Mountain Grove
(417)-926-3820

www.cfbankco.com

Have A Great Season!

• Here we have a larger dominant photo and it gets its proper place. The other photos are not as large but 
flow under the bigger image. Even with the ads on this page, notice how the text still flows with the story 
and the reader can still read from left to right rather easily. Sort of like a stair step effect.
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Fall arrived with some 
really nice weather...

TODAY 
83 High, 61 Low

Partly Cloudy

THURSDAY 
85 High, 61 Low

Sunny

FRIDAY 
86 High, 62 Low

Sunny

SATURDAY 
84 High, 60 Low

Mostly Sunny

SUNDAY
83 High, 59 Low

Mostly Sunny

TUESDAY 
81 High, 59 Low

Mostly Sunny

ON TAPWC

WC WEATHER

Community 
Calendar

Federal employees to 
meet on Sep. 26

The National Active 
and Retired Federal Em-
ployees Chapter 695 of 
West Plains will meet 
on Tuesday, Sep. 26 at 
noon at the Los Amigos 
Mexican Restaurant, 
1449 Preacher Roe Blvd. 
in West Plains.
All active and retired 

federal employees and 
spouses are invited to 
attend.

Grandparents Day at 
MGCA Sep. 29

Mountain Grove Chris-
tian Academy (MGCA) 
is  welcoming folks 
to join them for their 
Grandparents Day Cel-
ebration on Friday, Sep. 
29 at 10 a.m.
The day will include 

a program, class tours 
and a lunch in honor of 
grandparents.
The meal will include 

ham, corn, scalloped 
potatoes, salad, hot roll 
and a dessert.

Farmer’s Day in Nor-
wood on Sep. 30

The 42nd Annual Nor-
wood Farmer’s Day will 
be held on Sep. 30 with 
the theme, “Farmers Are 
Groovy.”
The Children’s Parade 

is at 11 a.m. followed 
by the main parade ad 
11:15 a.m. Gospel music 
with the southern gos-
pel quartet “Faithful” 
starts at 12:15 p.m.
Isaac Kelley performs 

music of the 80s at 2:30 
p.m. followed by Trey 

Lilly with country clas-
sics at 3:15 p.m. Annie 
Sue will also perform.
The  S ix th  Annual 

Alumni Game starts at 
5 p.m.

Book Sale at library 
Oct. 5-7

The Wright County 
Library System is set for 
their annual Fall Book 
Sale slated for Thursday, 
Oct. 5-Saturday, Oct. 7 
at the library location in 
Mountain Grove.
The new hours for this 

fall’s sale are 1-6 p.m. 
on Thursday and Fri-
day and from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. on Saturday. The 
library is located at 206 
N. Greene Ave.

Car Show Oct. 7
The Car Show Cruise-

In will be held at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 7 on the Mansfield 
square. Burnout contest 
4 p.m. Also live music 
and food.

Spring Hill Pumpkin 
Patch set to open

The Spring Hill Pump-
kin Patch will officially 
open this weekend from 
11 a.m.- dark on Satur-
day, Sep. 30 and 12 p.m.-
dark on Sunday Oct. 1.
For more information, 

visit their website locat-
ed at www.springhill-
pumpkinpatch.com.

MONDAY 
83 High, 60 Low

Mostly Sunny

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

Missouri Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe attends Wright 
County Farm Bureau’s annual meeting
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Here to _____" 7 Succulent plant

44 Sculler's need 8 It's the word, 
45 Janet Jackson sometimes

hit of 1986 9 Oz's ____ City
46 Plymouth 10 Itsy-bitsy thing

colonist, e.g. 11 Part of a fraction
50 "Boston Legal" 12 Mane anagram

actor James 13 Yesteryear
52 Lip affliction 19 Big deals
53 Fit to live in 21 Rainbow shape
55 Dressed to the 24 Serenader, 

____ maybe
56 Civil rights org. 26 Feldman of 
57 Herbal brews "Stand by Me"
58 Pole vault, e.g. 27 Belonging to 
59 Regard father
60 Whirling water 28 Orchestral reed

ACROSS
1 Come to pass
6 Poor, as 

excuses go
10 Clothing closure
14 Yours, in old 

days
15 Last year's 

senior
16 Fast feline
17 Buttermilk, to 

Dale Evans
18 Now and then
20 Step up, as a 

conflict
22 Gerbil or gopher
23 Library patrons
24 Flamingo, for 

one
25 Caesar's 700
26 Garden of the 

Gods state
29 Nuts and 

berries, e.g.
33 File folder 

feature 61 Staff symbols 29 "___ you 43 Curies' find
34 Wheel shaft heard?" 46 Verse in olden
35 Mathis song DOWN 30 Way out days

"Chances ___" 1 Catchall 31 Able to be 47 Vocal qualities
36 Extinct flightless category transferred 48 "___ we all?"

bird 2 Selected 32 Like some acids 49 High homes
37 Seven, on some 3 Roughly, date- 36 Contemptuous 50 Caviar fish

clocks wise 38 Atlas feature 51 Set the ___
38 Stick here and 4 Strip a horse? 39 Fertilizer 52 Outfitted

there 5 Keep in office 40 Motown music 54 Garden plot
42 1953 film, "From 6 Wears well 41 Cowboy's pal

Week of 10/2/23 - 10/8/23 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2023 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61

P O M P I D O L S L U R P
I B I S N O V A P E N A L
P O L A R B E A R I N D I E
S E L L E R G O N D O L A

I M P E R S O N A L
E E L E D I T S L E E P S
D R I L L S I D E A V O W
I N T O D E P O T S A L E
T I E D E S P Y G E N I E
H E R E O N L E G O G O T

S U S T E N A N C E
S K I T T E R Z E A L O T
C A R O L A S S E R T I V E
A T O N E C L U B C Z A R
T E N E T T Y P O H E L M

submitted photos 

The Wright County Farm Bureau recently held their annual meeting at the Mountain Grove High School cafeteria. 
Missouri Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe was the guest speaker. Hala Edquist was recognized as the Member of the 
Year.  The county was recognized as being the top county in the state for the fourth consecutive year. Board 
members were elected and guests were served a fried fish and chicken dinner. The Board wishes to thank 
the Mountain Grove choir and FFA chapter for their help in making the night a success. 

WCJ owner elected to 2024 MPA Board

Wright County Jour-
nal Owner/Publisher 
Ron Schott was officially 
elected as secretary for 
the Missouri Press Asso-
ciation Board of Directors 
in 2024. The election took 
place during the 157th 
Annual MPA Convention 
in St. Louis on Friday, 
Sep. 22.
“To be elected to the 

MPA Board of Directors 
is quite an honor,” Schott 
said. 
“I look forward to serv-

ing on the Board in 2024 
and am grateful for the 
opportunity to assist our 
industry at the state lev-
el.”
Amos Bridges,  edi-

tor-in-chief of the Spring-
field News-Leader, was 
elected as president.
Roger Dillon, publisher 

of The Shannon County 
Current Wave in Emi-
nence will continue his 
service to the MPA Board 
of Directors as past pres-
ident. Other officers, ac-
cording to an MPA press 
release, includes First 
Vice President, Peggy 
Scott, Leader Publica-
tions, Festus; Second Vice 
President, Bryan Chester, 
Columbia Missourian; 

and Treasurer, Kenneth 
L. Garner, Garner Media 
Holdings, Maryville.
Director for a two-year 

term is Mike Scott, NEM-
Onews Media, Kahoka.
Directors for three-year 

terms include Sandy Nel-
son, Courier Tribune, 

Liberty; and Kimberly 
Combs, Wayne County 
Journal Banner, Pied-
mont.
Hannah Spaar,  The 

Odessan, Odessa, was 
elected as the National 
Newspaper Association 
state chair.
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1\.� WINDOJV 
(),,,,,,.. CUSTOM BUILT Af�Q

VINYL WINDOWS LLC 

& Insulated Glass Units i,vith Low-E & Argon 
• Slider

• Picture

• Double Hung

• Basement

• Awning

• Casement

Free Estinzates • Custom Size Is Our Specialty • Contractors v\Telcon1e 

3302 S H"\i\ry E • Norwood, MO 65717 
Phone: 417.746.4440 • Fax: 417.746.1111 

Amos & Laura Mast 

Home • Auto • Business • Life & Health
Shericia Nipper • Keith Rollings • Lisa Fair

205 W. Third St., Suite 9
Mountain Grove, MO 65711

(417) 926-6311

BUSINESS  D IRECTORY

Fabrication, Fencing, Mobile Welding, 
Brush Hogging/Land Clearing

DAVAULT
ROOFING
417-217-8208

Estimates

Free
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417-741-6266

1\.� WINDOJV 
(),,,,,,.. CUSTOM BUILT Af�Q

VINYL WINDOWS LLC 

& Insulated Glass Units i,vith Low-E & Argon 
• Slider

• Picture

• Double Hung

• Basement

• Awning

• Casement

Free Estinzates • Custom Size Is Our Specialty • Contractors v\Telcon1e 

3302 S H"\i\ry E • Norwood, MO 65717 
Phone: 417.746.4440 • Fax: 417.746.1111 

Amos & Laura Mast 

Home • Auto • Business • Life & Health
Shericia Nipper • Keith Rollings • Lisa Fair

205 W. Third St., Suite 9
Mountain Grove, MO 65711

(417) 926-6311

BUSINESS  D IRECTORY

7587 Newkirk Rd. • Mountain Grove • (417) 217-1271
YutzyRoofCoatings.com • Andrew Yutzy

Waterproof and Restoration for all Low Sloped and Flat Roofs

Mountain Grove Elementary’s Class of the Week

submitted photo 

The Shannon Heating & Cooling Class of the Week at Mountain Grove Elementary School is Austin Clark’s class of second grade students. Pictured with Mr. Clark are 
front row, from left: Electra Russell, Jayden Carroll, Charlotte Mackie, Elijah Miller, Pyper Stout and Leia Barker. Middle row: Traden Litchfield, Cinch Stofer, Sophia 
Guzman, Kolt Emery, Boone Shaffer, Michael Liguez, Bentley Neuroth and Brooklyn Miller. Back row: Kinley Hoehner, Jeremiah Parris, Blake Kelley, Audra Alsadi 
and Lincy Rodriquez.

[CALL KRSYTLE 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD 
AD TODAY!]

Aaron Day
609-694-6638

Home Repair and Remodeling
Electrical Plumbing          Small Backhoe Service
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Mountain Grove Elementary Class of the Week

submitted photo 

The Shannon Heating & Cooling Class of the Week at Mountain Grove Elementary School is Olivia Miller’s class of first grade students. Pictured with Mrs. Miller and Mrs. 
Margaret Mulbery are front row, from left: Coleby Cardin, Trigger Anderson, Olivia Healy, Atticus Sheppard, Lillylee LaPonsie, Logan Pearce, Kyson Emery and 
Coen McLain. Back row: Paislee Robbins, Kamdon VanTassel, Heavenly Reihm, Willow Gordon, Brantley McKee, Nevaeh Francis, Zaiden Veach and Perry Banks.

• Headline always goes up on top of a stand alone pho-
to. Then pic then cutline.

• Example on left includes a group of photos. In this 
case I put the cutline in the middle. You could also 
have individual cutlines for the photos below.



Things worth noting
• Designer’s handbook does say it is okay to put cutlines to the side of 
the photo. It prefers the right hand side.

• As for page layout, be very careful as to how you separate your stories. 
Boxing up a story can sometimes help with this.

• Articles without photos when displayed on a page..... Be sure the read-
er can tell where a story ends before the next story stops. Consider use 
of hairlines to help with this.
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Jones twins sign with C of O
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

For senior twin high 
school basketball players 
Logan and Lauren Jones, 
getting the opportunity 
to play together at the 
varsity level has been a 
blessing.

That blessing will now 
continue on to the col-
legiate level as the two 
sisters signed their letters 
of intent last week to 
play basketball starting 
next season at the College 

of the Ozarks at Point 
Lookout.

“It means a lot (to sign); 
we’ve been working hard 
to play at the next level,” 
said Logan Jones.

“It’s a blessing to play 
at the next level with 
my twin,” added Lauren 
Jones.

College of the Ozarks 
head women’s basketball 
coach Becky Mullis said 
the Jones sisters will be a 
good fit into her program.

“They are very com-

petitive, they are athletic 
and they expect to win,” 
she said. 

“…And they can both 
really score, shoot and 
handle it…I just like their 
competitive nature. They 
want to win.”

Mullis said she previ-
ously had a set of triplets 
in her program. And for 
the Jones sisters, getting 
to attend school together 
will give them an ad-
vantage in adjusting to 
college life as roommates.

Lady Pirates now at 15-5
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

When Norwood head 
girls basketball coach 
Wayne Jessen saw his 
Lady Pirates defeat his 
son’s Seymour Lady Ti-
gers’ team in a tourna-
ment by 12 points, he 
knew he had an unfair 
advantage.

He enjoyed watching 
his son Derrick Jessen’s 
team play for the past two 
years, while his son had 
not seen his dad’s new 
team as of yet.

Fast forward about a 
month and the two teams 
met up again on the Lady 
Tigers’ home court.

This meeting was much 
closer as the Lady Tigers 
led the game through 
three quarters. Fortunate-

ly, Norwood outscored 
Seymour, 14-6, in the final 
frame to get the 43-39 
win. Seymour led 12-7 
early in spite of Kaytlynn 
Drake’s three points.

Drake added six points 
in a 12-point second quar-
ter as the Lady Tigers 
would take a 25-19 lead 
into halftime. Foul trou-
ble began to hurt the 
Lady Tigers in the second 
half and Norwood made 
them pay. The Lady Pi-
rates made all six third 
quarter free throws to cut 
the lead to 33-29.

More of the same in the 
fourth quarter as Nor-
wood made 8-of-16 free 
throws. Loran Mooney 
hit two 3-pointers and 
scored nine points to help 
Norwood complete their 

rally. Mooney finished 
with 13 points; Drake had 
12 points; Autumn Gunt-
er scored seven points; 
Addy Gray scored six 
points; Cassie Wright had 
three points; and Jayden 
Chamber had two points.

Beating Bakersfield
In playing a team they 

just beat three days ear-
lier in the finals of the 
Cabool Classic, the Lady 
Pirates once again held 
off a scrappy Bakersfield 
team, 59-43.

Bakersfield led 14-11 
at the end of the first 
quarter, though Gunter 
had five points. Norwood 
shooters would make 
three 3-pointers in the 
second quarter to cut the 
lead to one at halftime.

The Lady Pirates came 

Have A Great Season!

Mountain Grove
(417) 926-3820

www.cfbankco.com

Proudly providing  
Live Coverage of

Mountain Grove Sports
• Listen to games on  

Big Country 99.3 The Rooster
• Follow our Live Stream Broadcasts at 

“MGPantherSports” on Facebook
700 N Main St. 

Mountain Grove 65711
417-926-5400

Panther Sports

Proud  
Supporter 

Of:

Panthers struggle in Classic

BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNJAL.COM

In hosting their own 
tournament last week, 
the Mountain Grove boys 
basketball team was hop-
ing to find a way to earn 
some hardware at this 
year’s Family Pharmacy 
Panther Classic.

Though they played 
eventual champion For-
syth tough in the first 
round, the host Panthers 
would eventually lose 
both of their games, drop-
ping their record to 3-13 
on the season.

Against Forsyth, Moun-
tain Grove played toe-to-
toe with them early.

It was a 15-13 game 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

Unfortunately, Forsyth 
went on a 27-7 run before 
halftime to take a 42-20 
lead at the break.

After both teams scored 
19 points in the third 
quarter, Mountain Grove 
responded with a 21-9 
fourth quarter frame.

Unfortunately, the late 
rally fell short in the 
10-point loss, 70-60.

Senior Tyson Elliott had 
a big game with 19 points, 
three assists, one rebound 
and one steal.

Bradley Henry added 14 
points, four assists, three 
steals and three rebounds; 
senior Hollen Glenn 
made three 3-pointers for 
13 points, four rebounds 
and one assist; Brylon 
Mayberry had five points, 
four assists and one steal; 
Preston Williams scored 
five points; Payton Shan-
non had two points, three 
steals, one rebound and 
one assist; and Carson 
Allen tallied two points 
and six rebounds.

Falling to Liberty
A f t e r  L i b e r t y  w a s 

knocked off by a Licking 

team in the first round 
that they beat earlier in 
the season, the Eagles ap-
peared to take their frus-
tration out on Mountain 
Grove in the consolation 
semifinals.

Liberty scored 27 points 
in the first quarter and 
never looked back in an 
88-68 win over the Pan-
thers.

It was 27-15 at the end of 
the first quarter. Though 
that leaded extended to 
just 14 points by the end 
of the third quarter, the 
Eagles pulled away in 
the fourth for the 20-point 
win.

Liberty’s shooters were 
hitting their shots as they 
made 11-of-20 shots from 
behind the 3-point line.

Meanwhile, Mountain 
Grove’s offense turned 
the ball over 19 times.

Henry paced the Pan-
thers with a team-high 32 
points, seven assists, five 
rebounds, three steals and 
two blocks.

Mayberry added 13 
points, two rebounds and 
two assists; Elliott had 10 
points, two assists and 
one steal; Shannon scored 
four points, two steals and 
one rebound; Gabe Linton 
had three points; Williams 
had two points and one 
rebound; Gatlin Keeling 
scored two points, four 
steals, three assists and 
one rebound; while Glenn 
had two points and two 
rebounds.

Mountain Grove does 
have a chance to pick up 
a few wins over the next 
couple of weeks. 

They  p lay  winless 
Houston on the road on 
Jan. 31, a two-win Ava 
team at home on Feb. 3 
and a six win Cabool team 
on Feb. 7. They take on 
five win programs Willow 
Springs (Feb. 10, home) 
and Salem (Feb. 14).

photo by Ron Schott

Mountain Grove’s Bradley Henry goes up for a jump shot 
against Forsyth in the opening round of the Family 
Pharmacy Panther Classic in Mountain Grove.

• Finally, when you look at your layout, try to put yourself in you read-
er’s shoes. Can you easily navigate your way on the page? Don’t get lazy 
with your layout at the reader’s sake of things.

• We can annoy the reader when we get lazy. We do this because we 
might be tired or perhaps were frustrated during the layout process and 
just want to move on. Stay diligent to ensure a good reader experience.



Things worth noting
• Typography - I wish Joe was here to talk about this. Our font choices 
are important with how they work together. (headline, cutline, decks/
subheads, etc.)


