MINUTES

MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors  

February 20, 2013

The Officers and Directors of the Missouri Press Association held their first meeting of 2013, beginning at 1:30 p.m., February 20, at the DoubleTree Hotel in Jefferson City.

Attending the Board meeting were President Mark Maassen, First Vice President Richard Gard, Second Vice President Jim Robertson, Secretary Taylor Smith, Treasurer Matt Daugherty, Past President Phil Conger, Directors Brad Gentry, Dennis Warden, Jeff Schrag, James White, NNA State Chair Trevor Vernon and Missouri Press staff Doug Crews, Kent Ford and Dawn Kitchell.  Excused absent: Directors Jon Rust, Carol Stark, Bill Miller, Jr. and Joe Spaar. 

A quorum being established, minutes of the September 20, 2012 Board meeting were approved unanimously after a motion by Jim Robertson, seconded by Richard Gard.

The 2013 MPA budget and the monthly financial reports for MPA, previously reviewed by the Missouri Press Executive Committee in January, were reviewed by Board members and approved unanimously as presented.  Motion by Jeff Schrag, seconded by Dennis Warden.

A written report on MPA investments from Central Trust & Investment Company (Boone County National Bank) was reviewed by Board members.  Joining the meeting by telephone were Central Trust representatives Dave Stepanek and Mark Matejko, who led discussion on the report.  Jeff Schrag offered to investigate with Central Trust ways to increase the Missouri Press portfolio’s returns.  

Doug Crews offered a report on legislation that has been filed in the General Assembly that MPA is monitoring.  Several bills are moving that would make improvements to the state’s Sunshine Law.  (2013 is the 40th anniversary of Missouri’s Sunshine Law, first passed and signed into law in 1973.)  MPA staff and lobbyists are constantly watching for legislation that would threaten public notices printed in newspapers.  Due to a severe snowstorm forecast for the next day, the MPA/AP Day at the Capitol activities on February 21 have been canceled.  The legislative reception scheduled for this evening (February 20) will go forward.

Friend of Missouri Press membership application by the North Cass Herald, Belton, Laurie Bassett, Allen Edmonds, Vicki Daniel, publishers, was approved unanimously (pending receipt of a letter of sponsorship), after a motion by Vicki Russell, seconded by Phil Conger.

Missouri Press online newspaper membership application by stlbeacon.org, St. Louis, Margaret Wolf Freivogel, publisher, was approved unanimously, after a motion by Vicki Russell, seconded by Jeff Schrag.

The Board members discussed offers that had been received to purchase Missouri Press property (building, parking lot) in downtown Columbia, but the consensus is to table such offers for now. 
Doug Crews reported that hail damage to the Missouri Press building roof had been repaired.  Foundation repairs to the Missouri Press building are scheduled for April at an estimated cost of $33,000.

A copy of a Missouri Press Board of Directors resolution regarding the Valassis “deal” with the U.S. Postal Service, approved October 19, 2012, and sent to Missouri’s congressional delegation in Washington, DC, was distributed for information.

The following reports were presented:

2013 MPF Better Newspaper Contest entries will be submitted electronically as PDFs. Missouri Press Foundation is implementing online contest entry in March.

Post-Election Readership Survey results by Pulse Research were distributed.

Meeting with Secretary of State Jason Kander on Dec. 17, in Kansas City were:  Mark Maassen, Richard Gard, Jean Maneke, an intern with the Maneke Law firm, and Doug Crews.

MPA is participating in a Courts/Law Enfocement/News Media project piloted in Texas County by the Houston Herald and Judge Doug Gaston.

District Press Associations have been surveyed for their meetings/programs.  The Missouri School of Journalism is offering programming for the district meetings.

Joplin documentary film, Deadline in Disaster, will be shown at 8 p.m. Feb. 21, on Ozarks Public Television, KOZK-Springfield, KOZKJ-Joplin. DiD also will be shown on May 22 at the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis.

Annual Conflict of Interest Statements. Board members were asked to fill out the forms.
Future MPA Events:  A listing of MPA and Affiliate Meetings was distributed. 

Dawn Kitchell presented a written report outlining the activities of the Missouri Press Foundation during 2012.  The Foundation Board met on February 1, to discuss the future of the Foundation.

MPA and MPS Boards of Directors, along with Board members of the various district press associations, are invited to join the Foundation Board for a “summit” on April 25, in Columbia.  The meeting will focus on how to fulfill the mission of the 29-year-old non-profit entity of the MPA and help Missouri’s newspapers deal with the challenges and opportunities ahead.

The next Missouri Press Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 28.  More details soon.

The Missouri Press Association Board moved into closed session to discuss personnel issues.  Mark Maassen reported on the Missouri Press Executive Committee meeting of January 18.  Topics of the Executive Committee meeting included the 2013 budget, revenue goals and objectives for Missouri Press employees in 2013, and an employee succession plan. 

Maassen discussed the appointment of a Finance Committee made up of Matt Daugherty, Richard Gard, Bill Miller, Jr., Brad Gentry and Maassen.  The committee will provide oversight of such issues as salaries, bonuses, MPA membership dues, annual budget, annual audit, and will make recommendations to the Executive Committee and the Board.
At the conclusion of the meeting, President Mark Maassen was presented the traditional MPA gift of a briefcase by 2012 MPA President Phil Conger.

Stopping by the meeting was Speaker of the House Tim Jones of Eureka who presented the Missouri Press Association with a House of Representatives Resolution marking the 40th anniversary of the Missouri Sunshine Law. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  Motion by Jim Robertson, seconded by Matt Daugherty.  

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary Taylor Smith

MINUTES

MISSOURI PRESS SERVICE 

Board of Directors  

February 20, 2013

The Officers and Directors of Missouri Press Service held their first meeting of 2013, on February 20, at the DoubleTree Hotel in Jefferson City.

Attending the Board meeting were President Joe May, Vice President Kevin Jones, Secretary-Treasurer Vicki Russell, Director Jack Whitaker, and Doug Crews, executive director. Excused absent: Director David Bradley, Jr. 

A quorum being established, minutes of the September 20, 2012 Board meeting were approved unanimously after a motion by Joe May, seconded by Vicki Russell.

The monthly financial reports for MPS and the MPS budget for 2013 were reviewed and approved unanimously as presented.  Motion by Joe May, seconded by Jack Whitaker.

A written report on MPS investments from Central Trust & Investment Company (Boone County National Bank) was distributed, prepared by representatives Dave Stepanek and Mark Matejko.  The representatives joined the meeting by telephone to discuss the report.  

Doug Crews reported that Greg Baker, MPS advertising director, had resigned on February 4 and left MPS employment on February 15.  He has taken a marketing job with CenturyLink.  A search is underway for his replacement.  Mike Sell, former ad director, has offered to fill-in until a replacement can be hired.

The Board of Directors moved into closed session with the Missouri Press Association Board of Directors to discuss personnel issues, the 2013 budget, revenue goals and objectives for Missouri Press employees in 2013, an employee succession plan, and establishment of a Finance Committee. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.







Respectfully submitted, 







Vicki Russell

Secretary-Treasurer

