
Harold David (Dave) Berry
(1953-    )

President, Missouri Press Association, 2003; President, 
Ozark Press Association, 1990; President, Missouri 
Advertising Managers’ Association, 1996; former 
Regional Director of the National Newspaper Association. 
Berry is vice president of Neighbor News of Missouri and 
is publisher of the Bolivar Herald- Free Press and stock-
holder of multiple titles and printing plants in southwest 
Missouri, Arkansas and Oklahoma. Native of Aurora and a 
1975 graduate of Southwest Missouri State University 
where he edited the student newspaper for two years and 
successfully challenged administration censorship. 
Worked for the Aurora Advertiser and the Mt. Vernon 
Lawrence Co. Record. Became the Herald-Free Press 
editor in 1977; named publisher in 1987. Executive vice 
president of Sterling Media Ltd., 1989-1999. Longtime 
civic involvement with the local Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary Club, Optimist Club, YMCA, Hospital Board. 
Served on the Bolivar Board of Aldermen. Regional Media 
Hall of Fame inductee, 2009. He taught himself to be the 
consummate community newspaperman and has guided 
some of the better, award-winning community weekly 
newspapers of middle America.


